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INFERIOR ANIMALS. 

*' How ? when ? and whence ? The gods give no reply. . 
Let so it is suffice, and cease to question why." — Gokthe. 




HAT do they say? — what do they say ? 
what do they say ? — 

What can they have to say, those 

noisy, cawing rooks, as they sail along 

the sky over our heads, gathering more and more 
friends as they go on to the appointed place of 
meeting ? 

What have they to say ? — What have 7V£ to say ? 
they may equally ask. They have life, and labour, 
and food, and children to say their say about ; and 
if they do not say it in what we are pleased to call 
language, they say it in a way intelligible to each 
other, which is all that is wanted. 

That they understand each other's say is clear, 
for they are collecting from far and near in large 
numbers for a definite object, viz., that of assem- 
bling in some field, or open pasturage, or park, 
where they will settle down together for upwards 
of an hour, and walk or hop about, as if they had 
serious thoughts of giving up flying altogether, and 
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4 INFERIOR ANIMALS, 

taking to an earthly life ; saying a say, all the 
while, whereof we are altogether as ignorant as 
they would be of ours round a large dinner-table. 
If they had the opportunity of hearing it. 

We call their say noisy cawing ; what they would 
call ours round the large dinner-table one cannot 
guess ; but, if they concluded it had no meaning, 
because they did not happen to underetand it, their 
judgment would not be worth much. 

As to the noises, there is not much to choose 
between them in the matter of agreeableness. Nay, 
of the two, perhaps the din produced by human 
voices is the more discordant and confused. 

If you never thought of this before, O reader, 
think of it now, and take an early opportunity of 
listening and judging for yourself. Listen, not as 
listening to the meaning of what is uttered, but to 
the mass of noise as mere noise. Listen to it, as 
you might imagine a rook to do, ignorant of human 
speech, and judging only of the hubbub of sounds ; 
and then own to yourself— for conscience will force 
you so to do — that there is neither sweetness nor 
sublimity, neither melody nor majesty, in the shout- 
ing, and piping, and whistling, and hissing, and 
barking, of closely intermixed human voices and 
laughter. 

Alas, for the barriers which lie so mysteriously 
between us and the other creatures among whom 
we are born, and pass our short existence upon 
earth ! — Alas ! — for a desire for intercommunion is 
one of the strong instincts of our nature, and yet it 
is one which, as r^ards all the rest of creation but 
our human fellow -beings, we have to unlearn from 
babyhood. 

See the little child as she babbles to her cat on 
the rug, and would fain be friends with the soft 
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INFERIOR ANIMALS. 5 

plaything. Observe in every action how she ex- 
pects it to understand her, and return her love. 
Look at the angry disappointment, if a vicious bite 
or scratch disturb the security of the affectionate 
dream. It is not pain alone the child feels, let the 
matter-of-fact observer say what he will : there is 
the vexation of hurt feelings as well. Puss should 
not have behaved so to her ; puss, with whom she 
had so gladly shared her breakfast of milk ; puss, 
whom she had nursed on her knee ; puss, who 
must have known how much she loved her ! . . . . 

And then follows the lesson : — it may have been 
given before, but it has to be given again ; and 
while mamma tells her little one that pcx)r pussy 
does not know what she means, cannot hear what 
she says, cannot talk as she can, has no sense to 
know how much she loves her, and therefore is not 
to blame for biting, although she must be slapped 
when she does it, to make her remember not to do 
it again ; — behold ! how the wistful eyes of the lis- 
tening child haze over with a dull dreaminess as 
she becomes more and more perplexed. It is all 
far too puzzling for her to understand, and when 
she turns again to puss — as if by looking at her to 
make it out — lo ! the veil between the two natures 
remains as thick as before ; neither the bite, nor 
anything else, has been explained. 

But, practically, the unlearning of the instinct 
has begun, and so, practically, the lesson goes on, 
until we get so usecl to it, we forget it was ever a 
lesson at all ; and only a few of us, here and there 
in grown-up life, are haunted, as they stand among 
the lower forms of creation, by a painful wonder at 
the gulf which lies between. 

That the lower should not fully understand the 
higher ; that they should not understand us, b corn- 
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6 INFERIOR ANIMALS. 

prehensible enough : nay, is a necessity involved 
in the very idea of a lower and higher ; let the 
philosophers rave as they will at the chains thereby 
hung around their own necks. But that the higher 
should not fully understand the lower; that we 
should not fully understand thenty is a mystery in- 
deed, and one of which no solution has been 
offered. 

What more natural than that the dog should not 
knew much about his master ? What more strange 
than that the master should know so little of his 
dog ? In one sense, of course, he knows all about 
him, i.e., the uses he can put him to, and what he 
may expect from him ; but of the inner world of 
the dog's life, his feelings and motives of action, he 
knows almost nothing. Nay, even of his physical 
capabilities he has no complete idea. Who has 
ever explained by what power a dog will take a 
short cut across the country to the house where 
his master is, although he has never been the road 
before ? or why he never, even by any accident or 
mistake, brings back any but the stone his master 
threw — thrown, perhaps, with a gloved hand, and 
into wet meadow grass, and not found for several 
minutes ? 

Verily, in more than one sense, we are "strangers 
and pilgrims upon earth ;" for, from the first mo- 
ment of waking to conscious thought, we find our- 
selves in a country where all utterances but our 
own are to us a blank ; all the creatures strange ; 
all life unintelligible, both in its beginning and its 
end : all the present, as well as the past and future, 
a mystery. 

** Only children, or child-like men," says Novalis, 
** have any chance of breaking through the charm 
which holds nature thus as it were frozen around 
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u>, like a petrified magic city." Oh, if this be true, 
who would not be a diild again ? Reader, can you 
hear this and remain unmoved, or shall you and I 
become children in heart once more ? Come ! own 
with me how hateful were the lessons which unde- 
ceived us from our earlier instincts of faith and 
sweet companionship with all created things : and 
let us go forth together, and for a while forget such 
teaching. 

Hand in hand, in the dear confiding way which 
only children use, let us go forth into the fields, and 
read the hidden secrets of the world. Clasp mine 
firmly as I clasp yours. See, there is magic in the 
action itself I So we placed our hands in those of 
our parents ; so our children love to place theirs in 
our own. So, then, even so, let us two walk 
trustingly and lovingly together for a while, and 
join again the broken threads of old feelings, wishes, 

friendships, and hopes. 

ft ft « ft ft 

Hush 1 is it a parliament, or a congregation, or 
what, that darkens over yonder field ? Are^ook- 
politics, or rook-faith, or rook domestic hopes and 
fears, the subjects of that everlasting cawing, those 
restless movements, tbose hoppings and peckings, 
and changes of position ? 

Cower down here with me by this hole in the 
hedge ; — let us lean against this old elm-root and 
look through. See ! the honeysuckle is twined in the 
thorn above our heads, and is giving out its scent 
around us, as if to bid us welcome. 

Oh, dear companion, do you see the dark glossy 
creatures at their play ? Their play ^ am I not 
bold to say so ? They have come here for some 
object, — with some distinct intention and purpose. 
Yonder, in the tall oak that overlooks the field in 
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8. INFERIOR ANIMALS, 

the opposite corner, I see the sentinel guard, who 
will never stir from his post, until the assembly 
has dispersed, unless he hears or sees symptoms of 
danger or interruption, and then he will dash out 
and fly among them, making his warning cry, so 
different from all others, that any one who has once 
heard it will recognize it again. We must whisper 
our remarks very softly then, or it may give notice 
of our presence here, and all the flock may forsake 
the field. 

How solemn and grave, yet how keen and atten- 
tive he looks ! How patient and observant ! Con- 
tented not to join the fun himself, so that he may 
but promote it. Unselfish, dark watchman, are 
you paid for your trouble, and if so, how ? Or do 
you do it out of love and affection for your brethren, 
expecting love and affection from them in return, 
on some future occasion, when one of them will 
watch, and you be allowed to play ? Play, I still 
say ; but can this be only play indeed ? Surely 
something graver and more important than play 
must have brought these different companies and 
families from their often distant homes, to this 
spot? 

Alas I how vain are my questionings ! nature 
remains mute around me, and man is ignorant and 
unable to answer. Yes ! ignorant and unable to 
answer, let him say what he will. 

Hear this, oh you philosophers, — ^you lights of 
the world, with your books and papers and dia- 
grams, and collected facts, and self-confidence un* 
Vmited I You who turn the bull's eye of your 
miserable lanthoms upon isolated comers of the 
universe, and fancy you are sitting in the supreme 
light of creative knowledge ! Hear this ; you are 
ignorant and unable to answer ; or disprove it if 
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INFERIOR ANIMALS. 9 

you can, by showing me that you do know this one 
simple thing which puzzles me now ! Tell me 
what the rooks are doing and saying ; those infe- 
rior animals about whom you, in your wisdom, 
ought to know everj'thing. Tell me that, and I 
will own that your eyes have been opened indeed, 
and that you are as gods, knowing good and evil. 

Tell me what these grand assemblies are for ; 
tell me how they are called ; tell me how they are 
conducted ; tell me by what message the distant 
colonies, are warned of the particular spot and hour 
of meeting. Tell me by what rules the place is 
chosen. Tell me how the messenger is instructed. 
Tell me by what means he delivers his message. 
^ Tell me why they meet on level ground and walk 
like men, and not rather in their own deep woods, 
where they might fly and roost on branches, and 
run no danger, and need no guard ? 

Tell me what do they say, what do they say, 
what do they say, when they meet at last, and 
whether they are there for business or for play. 
Tell me these things, and then I will listen to you 
when you point out to me the counsels and the 
workings of the Creator of rooks and of men. 

But, miserable guides, miserable comforters are 
ye all ! Better a thousand times to be a child as I 
am now, lying under this twining honeysuckle, and 
listening reverently to the unknown murmurs in 
the field ! But oh ! twining honeysuckle, why do 
you breathe out only scent around me ? Stoop, 
stoop,' stoop ! I know you know ! Why no4 
whisper in my ear, then, what they say ? 

Tell me, what do they say ? Childlike, I ask, 
childlike must I always ask in vain ? 

But hush for a moment ! some one speaks ; som< 
stranger interrupts us already! — calls, "gentlt- 
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men ! " as if gentlemen were here. Oh ! go, go, 
go, whoever you may be. There are no gentlemen 
here — only children : children for one brief hour of 
weary grown-up life. Leave us j let us dream 
our dream in peace. 

But how is this? I see no one near, yet the 
voice is louder than before. Companion, where 
are you ? Look 1 There is no disturbance in the 
field ; the sentry sits firm at his post ; the rest are 
hopping, pecking, jumping as before ; and yet I 
hear — oh, what do I hear? — a voice — and from 
among the rooks themselves ! Have my senses 
left me, or have I received another? Any how 
the spell is broken at last, and language, language, 
language, resounds on every side ! Quick, then, ^ 
my tablets I Let me record what I see and hear. 

One among them comes forward — a crowd sur- 
rounds him — he is congratulated — he inclines his 
head — he thanks his friends for a reception so far 

beyond his merits or his hopes Oh, folly ! 

arc they aping the mockeries of men ? Wait ! he is 
serious once more, and here on my tablets I record, 

WHAT THE ROOK SAYS. 

* * The origin, therefore, of these creatures, — these 
men, — whom we equally fear and dislike, is de- 
cidedly the most useful of all subjects of study. 
How can it be otherwise ? Their treatment of us, 
and our feelings to them, can never be placed on a 
proper footing, until we know somethings of the 
nature of the people themselves. In fact, my 
friends, I base my whole inquiry upon these two 
assumptions ; first, that it is desirable to ascertain 
the exact truth on the subject ; secondly, that it is 
fossible to ascertain the exact truth upon any sub- 
ject, if one chooses to try. 
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" Whoever goes along with me on these points, 
will be so good as to rise from the ground by a 
hop, and give a caw. ... 

. . . "Thank you, thank you, gentlemen, for 
your applause 1 My recognition of our common 
capabilities is acceptable to you, I perceive. Un- 
limited faith in them is indeed the keystone of all 
inquiry. . . . Thank you, thank you, once more I " 

— But I — the transcriber of this arrogant non- 
sense — am ready, as I listen to their senseless 
caws, to throw down my tablets in despair. Oh ! 
to think of finding the false glozings of philo- 
sophical conceit among the birds of the air, and 
as welcome as . . . but hush ! he speaks again. 

^* HoWf ivhen, wJience, and why^ then, are the 
questions we must put and learn to answer. Him) 
came this creature in the land, and whence ? when 
was he first our foe, and why? Why also is he 
here at all ? 

"These are difficult questions indeed, and be- 
fore we answer them, let us look at the facts of the 
case. Unhappily they are too well known to need 
much description. It is, and has been from time 
immemorial (I have made inquiry of our oldest 
relations), a system of encroachment on one side, 
and giving way on the other. He comes near us 
and we fly ; he pursues us again, and again we 
retire before him. Old solitudes and woodland 
homes are invaded, and made public; and we 
seek fresh retreats, only to be driven out afresh. 
It IS a terrible position, and a time will certainly 
come when we must seek a new world, or cease 
to exist, unless some remedy for the threatened 
evil can be found. 

"Now, the WHY of our yielding our place to 
man is fear. We can none of us deny it : a 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 INFERIOR ANIMALS. 

cowardly terror which seems to have possessed 
our race as far back as our oldest grand sires can 
recollect. 

"But the WHY of this fear? What is that? 
Well ! I am told on all sides that it is our sense 
of man's superiority to ourselves. Hence we suc- 
cumb, overawed by his presence. And here I 
will at once confess, that I was for a long time 
myself as firm a believer in this old tradition as 
any of you can be at the present moment. When 
I beheld ancient woods deserted, ancient homes 
forsaken, how could I fail to tremble before him 
who, I was told, was the mighty cause of such 
disturbance? But thanks to the awakened spirit 
of inquiry, I emerged at last from the labyrinth of 
what I now believe to be an old wife's tale. 

**The why of our giving way, vras fear : that 
was obvipus enough ; the why of the fear, man's 
superiority. So it was said, at least ; but of this, 
vjhat p'oofs f was my next demand ; and no one 
could give me an answer! Here was a position 
for an intelligent creature ! Everything mysterious, 
unknown, and taken for granted ; nothing proved. 
I shouted for proofs till I was hoarse, but every 
one turned away silent. Who can wonder, then, 
that my next inquiry implied a doubt? Is man 
supeidor to ourselves after all ? No one can show 
me the fact by proofs. May not this old tradition 
then be a mere myth ? the delusion of timid minds 
imposed upon weak ones for truth ? My friends ! 
the moment when I asked myself these questions 
was the turning-point of my life. Henceforth I 
resolved to inquire and investigate for myself, and 
the result of my labours I am going to place before 
you. 

** Yet, lest you should accuse me also of mere 
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assertion -making, let me guide you into examining 
the facts of the matter fairly for yourselves. 

"Now all common observation is against the 
superiority of man. While we fly swiftly through 
the sky, behold him creeping slowly along the 
ground. While we soar to thd very clouds, a 
brief jump and come down again is all his utmost 
efforts can accomplish, though I have seen him 
practising to get higher and' higher, in his leaps, 
as if at a g^me. And at all times, if one of his 
legs is up, the other is obliged to be down, or the 
superior creature would be apt to tumble on his 
nose. Yet it is always in this miserable lop-sided 
manner he moves from place to place, unless he 
can get some other being, more skilful than him- 
self, to carry him along. 

" Again, while we are clothed in a natural thick, 
glossy plumage, available equally for summer or 
winter, behold man, not possessing in himself the 
means of protection against any sort of weather 
whatever! Neither the warmth of summer nor 
the cold of winter suit his uncomfortable skin. In 
all seasons he must wear clothes. Clumsy incum- 
brances, with which he is driven by a sad necessity 
to supply the place of the feathers or fur, with 
which every other creature on earth but himself is 
blessed. What sort of superiority is this ? 

"One more instance out of many, and I shall 
have said enough for the present. It is one, the 
force of which every philosophical mind will ap- 
preciate. While ive are satisfied with ourselv^ 
and all around us, man is ever discontented and 
uneasy, seeking rest in everlasting change, but 
neither finding it himself, nor allowing it to others, 
as we know to oui bitter cost. 

" Ah, my friend. s, if restless dissatisfaction he a 
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proof of superiority, who would not be glad to be 
an inferior animal ? 

" Now then, have I shaken the old faith in the 
old tradition ? If so, you will be better disposed 
to accept the new one. Whoever is satisfied of 
this, let him soar from the ground and give a 
caw ! " 

— What a rising of dark forms in the air ; what 
ah outburst of caws I Verily *tis a beautiful 
language, after all, and beautiful creatures they 
are themselves ! Only I am not sure I do not 
like them better so, than in the would-be wisdom 
of men. Yes ! if they had but the sense not to 
sit in judgment upon things beyond their power ! . . . 
But hush ! he speaks again. 

"One objection remains to be answered. It 
was suggested by a keen-sighted friend, now, I am 
proud to say, a warm supporter of my views. In 
seme of the unmannerly invasions of our premises 
already alluded to, painful events occur. While 
standing under our roosting trees, these creatures, 
men, will occasionally level at us sticks, of the 
most contemptible size, but which, owing to some 
contrivance which I have not at present had the 
time to investigate, make suddenly an abominable 
banging noise and a very unpleasant smoke. And 
no sooner do our youngsters see and hear all this, 
than some of them are pretty sure to fall down 
upon the ground, as if crouching at the very feet 
of our foe. All fathers of families here present 
will admit the truth of this description, and know 
the terrible result. The prostrate young ones are 
carried away unresisting, and are never heard of 
more. 

"Now this has actually been brought forward 
as a proof of the superiority of man ; though in 
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what way wanton cruelty proves superiority, I 
confess I am unable to see. But what cannot we 
flatter ourselves we have proved, when our minds 
are warped by a theory ! I, looking at the fact 
with- an unprejudiced eye, see in it nothing but 
the miserable fruits of a delusion encouraged 
through so long a succession of ages, that we have 
transmitted to om\ very offspring an inheritance of 
paralyzing fear I For, observe, it is rarely — very 
rarely — the grown-up bird who is the victim ot 
this terror. Only the tender and susceptible, 
young ones, who have had no experience of life to 
counteract the insane cowardice, which our obsti- 
nate adherence to the old wife's tale has bequeathed 
to their constitutions. 

" Enough of this. I pass now to the pleasanter 
part of my task ! The statement of a theory 
respecting the origin of men, which affords a 
beautiful and consistent explanation of all the 
puzzling facts we have been considering, and 
opens up a vista of triumph to the whole rook 
race ! " 

— Mercy ! what thunders of applause I — I am 
deafened, but curiosity is awakened at last — What 
folly ! — Yet if ingenuity were wisdom . . . Well, 
well, if it were, judges would be overruled by bar- 
risters, and a thousand unjust verdicts become law. 
Again he opens his bill . . . 

"My friends, man is not our superior, was 
never so, for he is neither more nor less than a 
degenerated brother of our own race ! Yes, I 
venture confidently to look back thousands on 
thousands of generations, and I see that nun were 
once rooks! Like us they were covered with 
feathers, like us lived in trees, flew instead of 
walking, roosted instead of squatting in stoue 
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boxes, and were happy and contented as we art 
now ! 

"This is a bold proposition, and I do not ask 
you to assent to it at once. But if on testing it in 
various ways, you are forced to admit that J)y it 
you are able to explain things hitherto inexplicable, 
and to account for things otherwise unaccountable, 
then I insist that though ocular proof cannot be 
had, you cannot reasonably reject my solution, 
without offering me a better one in exchange. If 
things are not so, hmv are they f is the ground I 
stand upon. For remember we have already laid 
down the maxim, that everything ought to be and 
can be explained. 

" Well 1 here then I advance another step for- 
ward. I give ian explanation (supported of course 
by facts), and I challenge you either to accept it, 
or to answer the searching inquiry, * If things are 
not so, how are theyV Gentlemen who see the 
justice of this remark, will, perhaps, afford me a 
congratulatory caw. 

"Almost unanimous, I declare ! and my vene- 
rable friends who hesitate — ^well, well — it is from 
the young I look for support A natural distaste 
to disturbance of ideas comes on with declining 
years. Thank you, gentlemen, again ; the voices 
of my young supporters are loud and impressive." 

— Oh, birds of the air, the world and the vanities 
and follies of it are as deep in your hearts as in 
ours ! But again he resumes : — 

** The test I begin with is this. Supposing that 
my theory be true, and that men are degenerated 
rooks, what Would be the condition of their minds, 
whal their feeling and conduct towards us, the 
original race? Would not the painful sense of 
degradation, in the first place, cause them to be 
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restless and uneasy with their present condition, 
as in fact we see the^ are ? And would it not, in 
the second place, stimulate them to an incessant 
craving for re-association — a desire to be with us, 
among us, of us^ and like us, once more ? What 
more natural, then, than that they should pursue 
us with almost tiresome pertinacity (a fact inexpli- 
cable on the theory of man's superiority), and that 
when we retreat before them in fear, they should 
still follow us; not, however, as we have for so 
long imagined, with evil intent, but with the out- 
stretched arms of love ? 

**My friends, I feel the moisture tremble in my 
eyes at the thought of the gross misconceptions we 
have cherished with respect to this much maligned 
human race. How cruel, how cold we must have 
appeared to them ! How heartless — pardon my 
emotion 1 . . . Give me encouiagement by an ap- 
proving caw." . . . 

— Louder than ever, only hoarse with suppressed 
emotion. The dream of nonsense is becoming 
real and exciting ! He speaks — 

**And now, even for the terrible loss of our 
young ones, an explanation dawns, and their pro- 
bable fate becomes clear ; and happily it is one, 
of which, in the midst of parental regrets, we 
cannot but be proud. Yes ! I boldly picture to 
myself those lost young ones, carried away to be- 
come the friends and instructors of the race we 
have dreaded as enemies. I do not hesitate to 
imagine them tenderly nursed and watched in the 
stone boxes into which we cannot see, but which 
they inhabit as homes^-every movement an obiect 
of interest to their captors, every action creating 
admiration, and made a subject of imitation — and 
I see no improbability in the picture 1 For if^ as 

II. C 
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I shall presently show by unanswerable proofs, 
men are imitating not only our appearance, but 
our very customs and manners, their being able to 
.do so can only be attributed to the instructions 
imparted to them, whether by example or precept, 
by our own offspring, — for who else can have taught 
them ? Ages may pass away before the reunion of 
the two races takes place, but when it does (and I 
look forward to it in confident faith), it will be 
our own children who will have been the means 
of bringing the long-parted brethren tc^ether : 
those children who once fell down in fear at tht 
feet of men, and over whose fate, hitherto, the 
veil of an impenetrable mystery has been thrown. 
My friends, it is my proud delight at this moment 
to lift that veil, and reveal to the affectionate 
mourners the bright and pleasurable reality ! 

** And thus the mysteries of mun's pursuit, and 
apparent ill-usage of us, become in the light of my 
theory natural and intelligible facts. But you have 
a right to reply : * Clear as all this would be if the 
thing itself could ht. ; that still remains to be shown. 
By what possible means could birds ever degene- 
rate into men?' 

** Nothing can be more reasonable than the in- 
quiry ; nothing more conclusive, I believe, than the 
explanation I am able to give. 

'* At this very moment, then, my friends, we are 
ourselves living examples of a first step in the same 
direction ! Here we are assembled from all quarters 
of the country, having deserted our trees and woods, 
to meet in an open field, as men meet ; walk lop- 
sided as they walk, with one leg up and the other 
down ; or jump in short hops instead of using our 
wings. What account can we give of this ? To 
descend to the earth for a few moments for food. 
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sticks, or wool, as they are needed, is one thing ; 
to prolong our stay upon it, as we do now, is a 
matter of dangerous choice. Alas ! indolence and 
a fatal tendency to yield to the ease of thd moment, 
are the causes of our own conduct ; and so they 
were, I can havq no doubt whatever, of the degra- 
dation of our ancestors. Ages indeed may pass 
away without any perceptible eflfiect being produced 
upon the individuals of a race by the bad habits in 
which all are indulging. In fact, where a gradual 
change is creeping over all, it attracts the attention 
of none. But heap ages upon ages, and other ages 
upon them, in a succession to which the century- 
Jives of our grandfathers are a tiny fraction of time, 
and what then ? Anything is possible in the course 
of such a period. Can any one disprove what I 
say ? If so, let him caw it publicly out ; if not, let 
him hold his tongue. You are silent : I perceive 
that you assent. 

" Now, then, let us imagine a race of bygone 
rooks, less energetic even Uian ourselves ; nay, we 
will, if you please, imagine them with some tem- 
porary weakness in their wings (such deviations 
from a general standard are quite possible), and in- 
dulging gradually more and more in the relief af- 
forded to the evil by this pernicious habit of ground- 
walking. There seems to me to be no great diffi- 
culty in believing that a weakness so indulged 
should gain ground in proportion to the extent of 
the indulgence, until, in the course of the long ages 
alluded to, and by many inheritances of increased 
want of power, the mischief, once trifling, became 
insurmountable, and a race incapable of using their 
wings at all, arose. 

** Now, it is well known to you all, by observa- 
tion of our young ones, that wings grow by use. 
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After the young brood make efforts at flying, those 
necessary appenda^s increase. Thus much there- 
fore is clear. Practice brings power, and power 
brings on growth and enlargement. And, in a 
similar manner, want of practice brings a falling 
away of strength and diminution in size. Why 
then should there be any insuperable difficulty in 
further believing it possible that the never-used 
and consequently constantly diminishing wings of 
generation after generation, should disappear at last 
entirely as wings, leaving only the outer bone re- 
maining, as a sort of claw whereby to lay hold on 
what was wanted — bared of all its beauty and or- 
nament, — in fact, the long uncouth arm of the pre- 
sent man ? 

** And I can hardly doubt that in a similar man- 
ner, the other unused feathers on back and breast 
and legs, would also gradually fail. No air blowing 
through them, no freedom of action, no battling 
with the breeze. On the contrary, a stuffy life in 
close stone boxes, enclosed on all sides. Well might 
wings diminish in size, and feathers decrease in 
quantity, until at length, in the naked, claw-armed, 
bare-l^ged creature, not a trace of them could be 
found ! 

** Every probability is in favour of such a result, 
provided you only allow time enough for the im- 
perceptible action of the change. 

"And now reflect upon the miserable creature 
presented to your imagination ! Enlarged, it is true, 
m length, for his lazy habits encourage that sort of 
feeble growth ; and the power which once produced 
feathers, must needs develop in some other form ! 
But behold him — a featherless, thin-skinned biped 
^neithei beast, nor bird, nor fish ; wandering, 
shivering over the face of the earth, needing heljj 
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from every other creature around him, yet never 
satisfied with anything he gets I Need I fill up the 
picture further, or will not every one recognize at 
once .in this miserable animal the portrait of the 
superior being, Man ! " 

— Well may the listeners caw I well may they 
wheel round and round in exulting flight. I my- 
self grow giddy and confused. Am I then half 
convinced ? — Yet for an imperfect being to hope to 
fathom the higher nature ? Bah ! what balderdash 
of folly ! But hark, he has begun afresh : — 

**That such a degeneration is possible is there- 
fore clear ; and of the thousand difficulties cleared 
away by the establishment of this fact, I will offer 
you one more. 

" You must all admit that one of the most puz- 
zling whys in connection with man, is, why he wears 
clothes ? — a habit which, viewing him as a perfect 
animal, it would be impossible to account for, but 
which, on the contrary, considering him as a de- 
generated one, is just what might be expected. He 
had his natural clothes once, like the rest of the 
animals of the earth ; he has lost them now, through 
the disease of his deterioration, and must supply 
himself with the miserable make -shifts of dress. 

** My friends, time does not allow me to give 
you now more than a few examples of my collection 
of proofs, the extent of which is enormous ; for 
even after my own convictions were fixed for ever 
by the discoveries I have already named, I never 
relaxed in my researches ; but being unable to be 
personally in more places than one at a time, I em- 
ployed in active investigations several distinguished 
friends; I will mention particularly Mr. Raven- 
wing, Mr. Yellow-beak, and Mr. Grey-legs. Fur- 
nished with a complete understanding of what I 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 INFERIOR ANIMALS. 

believed and wished to be proved, these gentlemen 
have been unremitting in their efforts to procure 
t^orroborative facts ; of which therefore I will, be- 
fore I conclude, mention a few of the most striking. 

**Mr. Raven-wing's particular line was to find 
evidence of attempts on the part of man to recover 
the colour of the original race, namely, black; and 
to this end he did not shrink even from the dis- 
tasteful, task of approaching those vast masses of 
men's stone boxes, which they call cities, towns, or 
villages, in order that he might observe the pro- 
ceedings of their inhabitants. And he came back 
to me absolutely overwhelmed with what he had 
met with. Black in all the streets struggling to 
overpower every other hue. Black quiescent on the 
pavements and walls. Black rising triumphantly 
mto the air from the mouths of those smaller 
boxes, which are placed on the summit of the 
larger ones, apparently to raise their height — of 
which singular fact I shall have more to say by- 
and-bye. 

" Blctck also the usual colour of the coverings 
with which men protect their heads from the outer 
air. Black even the clumsy boots which cover their 
feet. Blcuk pretty nearly everything, everywhere, 
Mr. Raven-wing positively declared. 

** And on another occasion, in some parts of the 
country, he came upon whole races of men who left 
their homes every morning at an early hour, white, 
but returned to them every evening black, having 
accomplished this transformation during the course 
of the day. But by what means this significant 
change was effected, he could not precisely ascer- 
tain ; for the places to which these creature resorted 
for the purpose were either deep holes in the earth, 
into which they descended, and soon disappeared 
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from sight, or large dark enclosures, fiill of fire and 
heat and smoke, into which no bird could follow 
them and live ; so that all he knew of them was 
that ever)rthing there being black, people became 
blackened who remained there long enough. Alas ! 
what sufferings men endure in their struggles to 
become like ourselves, it is pitiful to reflect upon I 
And the repetition of the endurance is not the least 
remarkable fact of the case. For unhappily the 
desired result ap()ears to last for only the peiiod of 
one day. These men emcige from their stone boxes 
next morning, pallid as before, again to go forth to 
similar haunts, and undergo the same tortures, to 
bring back for the same short time the coveted 
colour to their cheeks ! 

" All these circumstances, gentlemen, fell under 
Mr. Raven-wing's personal observation, and of 
them, therefore, no doubt can be entertained. But 
it is fair to tell you also, that he did, in the course 
of his travels, hear of another class of facts, highly 
corroborative of these, but of which, as depending 
upon hearsay evidence, I cannot so positively speak. 
That hearsay evidence went to show that there are, 
already existing in the world, a class of men whose 
black colour remains with them for life, — nay, who 
transmit it to their offspring, so effectual have been 
the means used by their ancestors in acquiring it ! 
Singular and interesting as this circumstance is, if 
true, I do not wish to dwell upon it. Imperfect 
evidence is the one thing in the world on which no 
fair inquirer likes to build. 

" On the other hand, Mr. Yellow-beak's mission 
was to obtain proofs of man's endeavour to resume 
his life in trees; and of this some very interesting 
instances were adduced. In the same cities as 
towns which were the seat of Mr. Raven- wing's in- 
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vestigations, Mr. Yellow-beak discovered narrow, 
upright, and very much elongated brick boxes, no 
thicker than the stems of our large trees, and in 
many cases strongly resembling them in formation, 
only destitute altogether of branches and leaves. 
And out of the tops of these Mr. Yellow-beak 
noticed to issue those same columns of black smoke, 
as he was told it was called, which Mr. Raven- wing 
had observed before, and which is evidently one of 
the many contrivances by which man is endeavour- 
ing after a restoration to the appearances of his lost 
primeval state. 

"Indeed, my esteemed and acute friend satisfied 
himself that there was, at the present day, going on 
among men, a series of systematic and unremitting 
efforts for a return to the lost forests and the original 
condition ; of which efforts these stem-like buildings 
furnish a notable example. Let some ingenious 
plan be devised for the construction of branches on 
each side, and there can be no possible reason why 
men should not, in the course of time — but, mark 
me — I do say in the course of time — roost in these 
brick trees, as they did of yore in the natural ones. 
In fact, that this will eventually take place, and that 
men will make their homes in the branched chim- 
neys of cities, I see no. difficulty in supposing; nor 
that this will be one most powerful step towards a 
return to the common interests and hopes between 
ourselves and them. 

** Mr. Grey-legs' information was of a miscella- 
neous character. He was out early one morning, 
near a large village, and having fixed his attention 
on one of those smaller boxes usually placed on the 
others to raise the height of the building, he all at 
once observed emerging from its mouth a living 
creature. My friends, it is a solemn and important 
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feet that this creatore was black all over. Black as 
a black feather coat could have made liim. Black 
in his skin, black in his clothes, black in the arm 
which lifted itself up and waved round and round, 
triumphantly, something also black, and more like a 
bird's feather than anyming else. The gesture was 
tri'omphant, and the voice scarcely less so, — Sweep- 
o-oh! Sweep-oh! Sweep-oh! Some feeble attempt, 
we may suppose, at a return to the caw of their 
better days, yet, in its monotony, indicating a com- 
mon origin of language. 

"Mr. Grey-legs* observations were especially 
valuable, however, in his discovery of more than 
one place near great towns, in which attempts are 
frequently made, on the part of our poor degene- 
rate brothers, towards bnnging to perfection a sub- 
stitute for the lost power of soaring in the air. 
Clumsy as the machine or balloon used for this pur- 
pose is, the mere fact of its invention forms one of 
the most invaluable links in the chain of evidence 
of man's determination to return as soon as possible 
to the habits and manners of his forefathers. Weary 
of his degradation, he is, no doubt, at the very mo- 
ment we are avoiding and fearing him, longing to 
make known to us his sense of his misery, and to 
obtain assistance and hope for the future. But, 
among other things, the total loss of our language, 
consequent upon a long cessation of intercourse, 
remains as an almost insuperable difficulty between 
us. The sounds he emits now from his bill-less 
mouth are, in truth, an unmeaning jargon, to which 
it is absolutely p&inful to listen. It serves his pre- 
sent necessities, we may presume, as orders seem tc 
be given and taken between one individual and 
another ; but beyond this it is mere jaw, and jaw, 
with as little music in it as meaning. 
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" There is, in fact, * neiiher sweetness nor sub- 
limity, neither melody nor majesty, in the shouting, 
and piping, and whistling, and hissing, and barking 
of closely intermixed human voices and laughter. ' ' 

— Where am I ? — Where am I ? — what am I 
about ? Is some mocking echo repeating my former 
words ? But, hush once more» for the voice is speak- 
ing again : — 

** This is but the faintest outline of what will be 
laid before you hereafter, if, indeed, we ever meet 
again as now. These points meanwhile are estab- 
lished as facts which admit of no dispute : — man's 
degradation from his original brotherhood with our- 
selves ; his yearnings for re-association ; his constant 
efforts in that direction. And for my own part, I 
am equally satisfied of the probability of his success 
in those efforts. I venture confidently to anticipate 
futurity, and I see him mounted in his brick-roost- 
ing homes, growing wings and feathers, because they 
have become a necessity ; while, as the long ages 
pass over, and his present vile habits die out from 
want of use, he will gradually lay aside the un- 
meaning jargon which he has fallen into since he 
ceased to be one of us, and return to the original 
caw of his happier state. 

" Alas ! my friends, that for us, personally, these 
bright visions cannot be realized ! We shall none of 
us behold that glorious day ! I speak it with regret. 
As long as we can hope to last, men will probably 
remain the thin-skinned, clothes-wearing creatures 
our g^ndsires remember them ; still hop lop-sided 
oil the ground, and only occasionally, and by very 
clumsy machines, soar into the sky. But I find no 
difficulty in looking forward through innumerable 
successions of ages to a time when men will again, 
through gradual successive developments of down 
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and feathers, become swift-flying birds of the air; 
our friends, companions, brothers— rooks, in /act, 
like ourselves. All observations tend to show? that 
a change in this direction is already at work, nay, 
has been so for a considerable length of time, and 
with increasing symptoms of success, as the obser- 
vations of Mr. Raven- wing, Mr. Yellow-beak, and 
Mr. Grey-legs must have convinced you. All pro- 
bability therefore is in favour of that success be- 
coming one day complete. 

" But, in the meantime, knowing the peculiar re- 
lations between their race and ours, and anticipating 
the day M'hen they shall become one, should it not 
be our endeavour to ..."... 

— What silence is this, which has cut short the 
sentence, and which neither their caws nor the voice 
of the speaker break again ? How is this ? — where 
am I ? — Do I wake or dream ? 

I peep through the hedge once more, but see no- 
thing but a bare, deserted field. They are all gone. 
The green pasture lies void and empty under the 
setting sun. A deathlike silence is around, or so 
it seems to me. Only the constant honeysuckle 
wearies not of breathing out its sweetness round 
my head. Companion, where are you ? Alas ! no 
hand is clasped in mine. Alone, then, have I been 
dreaming some foolish dream, or is some one in 
secret sympathizing with me still ? 

— Ah! memory re -awakens by degrees. I recall 
the book that was lying upon my desk when I 
issued forth into these fields; and the thought of 
the first temptation of man flashes from another 
book upon my soul. 

Woe upon us ! The world grows old, and life is 
ref)eated from age to age, and the same sins are 
sinned. Still we desire to be as God in knowledge ; 
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Still the hand writes in fire upon our walls, ** Except 
ye become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven." 
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" Ah ! when shall all men's good 
Be each man's rule, and universal Peace 
Lie like a shaft of light across the land." 

Tennyson. 




[CE, Snow, and Water, — only think of 
such near neighbours — blood relations, 
so to speak, from the creation — squab- 
bling about their rights and dignities, 
and which was best of the three ; instead of living 
pleasantly together, giving and taking in turn, as 
the case might be. 

But so it was^ and the facts were these. It was 
a very, very hard winter that year, and the Ice on 
the mill-dam grew so thick and strong, and was, 
besides, so remarkably smooth and fine, that it for- 
got its origin, and fancied itself a crystal floor. 

Only think what nonsense ! But there is no 
nonsense people will not be ready to believe, when 
they once begin to meditate upon their own per- 
fections. 

And so, fancying himself a crystal floor, the Ice 
got to look down upon the Water which flowed 
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underneath him, as an impertinent intruder ; and 
considered it a piece of great familiarity, on the 
part of the Snow, to come dropping upon him from 
the sky. 

In fact, his head was so full of his own impor< 
tance in the world, that it seemed to him, every- 
body else ought to be full of it too, and keep at a 
respectful distance, and admire him. And he made 
some very unpleasant remarks to this effect. 

For instance: *'I should be much obliged to 
you," observed he one day to the Water which ran 
mto the dam from the stream, "if you would have 
the goodness to turn yourself in some other direc- 
tion, when you find yourself coming near me. 
Over the fields to the right hand, or to the left ; or 
into the ditches, if you please ; anywhere, in fistct, 
but just under me. Yoa fidget me to death with 
your everlasting trickling and movement. Pray 
amuse yourself in some other way, than by dis- 
turbing people in such a position as mine. I dare 
say you have no notion of how disagreeable you 
make yourself to others : you are so used to your 
own ways, yourselfl But the truth is, I can bear 
it no longer, and you must carry your restlessness 
somewhere else — it distracts my attention fi-om my 
friends !" 

Now the ** friends ** he spoke of were the skaters 
and sliders, who did nothing but praise his beauty 
as they darted along on his surface, making beau- 
tiful figures as they went. 

"But / wish," answered the Water as it kept 
running in, "that you would not talk nonsense, 
but leave me a little more elbow-room, instead of 
pressing so close upon me that I get thinner and 
thinner every day. If you don't I shall certainly 
break out if I can, and be at the top myself. I've 
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no notion of being kept down by my neighbours, 
however grand and polished they may be. Just 
take care of yourself, and look out. If the springs 
on the moors should get loose, and the streams fill 
and come in here with a rush, I should lift you up 
like nothing, and silly enough you would look. 
Turn in another direction, indeed 1 — into the 
ditches if I please — many thanks for the pleasant 
suggestion — and all to accommodate you ! Why, 
I should as soon think of sinking into the ground, 
and I hope I know my own level better than that ! 
Meantime, I give you notice. If you won't be 
obliging yourself, you must expect no favour fiom 
me, and it will be good-bye to your beauty and 
grandeur if I can only squeeze through !" 

" I/r shouted the Ice, in a mocking tone, 

"i"? well, if!" echoed the Water in a rage, 
"Stiff and strong as you are, it only wants a thaw 
in the hills to send a torrent your way, and the 
whole thing's done. But what do you know about 
thaws, and hills, and torrents, and the force of pent- 
up water, fixed in one place as you are, and never 
getting any information ? . . . 

**Now if you were to ask my advice .... 
who know so much more than you do . . . and 
could give you a hint or two . . . upon yield- 
ing gracefiiUy to necessity ... it would be 
greatly to your advantage . . . But ..." 

But the but died away, and was lost ; for, even 
while the Water was talking, some of it was freez- 
ing; and as it froze, its voice got thinner and 
thinner, till at last it could not be heard at all. 

Meantime, the Ice got thicker and thicker, and 
more conceited every minute. And said he, ** It 
cannot be worth my while to trouble myself with 
what is happening underneath me 1 There the 

II. D 
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Water is, and there he must remain, let him brag 
and chatter as he will 1 he at the bottom, and I at 
the top. As to making out what he means by his 
long talk, that's hopeless. He stuck fast in the 
middle of the story himself I wish he would get 
out of the way ; but as he won't, — well, — there he 
must stay, I suppose — he at the bottom, and I at 
the top. He's all in a muddle with his ifs and his 
threats. But one cannot expect firmness of mind 
from anything so restless as he is. It needs some 
solidity of character to maintain one's position in 
life. Rolling stones gather no moss. / sit firm. 
And here come my friends to do me honour, I 
declare ! " 

And come they did ; and in such Quantities, that 
the mill-dam Ice had never felt naif so grand 
before. 

It was really the prettiest sight in the world ! 
Here, were beautiful ladies in chairs, pushed along 
from behind by gay young men. There, other 
young men were skating or sliding ; sometimes 
shooting by like stars, sometimes stooping to hit 
balls, which flew half across the large expanse of 
ice by the effort of one blow ; sometimes cutting 
figures, which the eye could scarcely follow, so 
rapid and brilliant were the movements. While, in 
a separate corner, children were sliding and shout- 
ing, tumbling down, laughing, and getting up again, 
as happy as any of the others. 

Really the Ice, on whom this pretty scene took 
place, must be excused for feeling a little vain. It 
seemed to him as if it was all done in compliment 
to himself; for, you see, he had never been at 
school to learn any better, and find out how insig- 
nificant everybody is to his neighbour. — "That I 
should be treated with such honour and distinction ! 
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that I should be the supporter of such a brilliant 
assembly ! that I should be necessary to the hap- 
piness of such crowds !" Such were the Ice's 
reflections from time to time, as his friends con- 
tinued their sports. Talk he could not, for he was 
lost in a rapture of delight ; and he felt that, as 
life could have nothing more to give, he wished it 
might last on in this way for ever. Poor Ice ! He 
thought only of himself I As to the trickling of 
the Water underneath him, it fidgeted him no 
longer. ** What can I or my friends care for such 
trifles ? " was his consolatory reflection. 

So it trickled away unattended to, and presently 
the day closed in, and the company went away 
home. And then, as night drew on, the wind 
veered to the south, and a drizzle of snow began to 
fall. It was very light at first — mere snow-dust, 
in fact, and in the, darkness the Ice knew nothing 
of what was happening, for feel it he could not. 
But by degrees the drizzle turned into flakes, which 
dropped with graceful delay through the air, and 
said to themselves as they did so, ** How we shall' 
be admired by the world when it awakes ! It isn't 
every day in the year it's so beautifully drest. It's 
only now and then it has visitors from the skies. 
Do let us cover it well over, so that it may find 
itself white altogether for once !" 

Which they did ; and when the morning came, 
not a bit of the mill-dam Ice was to be seen. In- 
deed, he might have gone on all day, fancying it 
was night (for eveijthing was dark to him, as he 
lay underneath in the shade of the snow-fall), but 
that oneor two luckless urchins, who wanted toslide, 
came and kicked some of it away with their feet. 

And then he found out the truth. There he was, 
covered up with a gieat white sheet, and couldn't 
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see out I His beauty, his friends, his glories, where 
were they now ? He thought of yesterday, and 
his heart almost broke ! Oh ! who had dared to 
send these miserable Snow-flakes to disfigure him 
thus ? Never was insolence like this ! The trick- 
ling of the water below was a trifle, a mere nothing 
by comparison. 

The Snow-flakes were amazed. " We come of 
ourselves, nobody sent us," murmured they, as they 
still kept falling gently from the sky, and dropping 
like eider-down on the ice ; ** and we have the right 
to come where we please. Who can hinder us, I 
wonder? The clouds are too heavy to carry us 
all, so some of us come down. My sisters and I 
were nearest, so Here we are. We don't under- 
stand your rudeness. You ought to be flattered 
that we choose to come, — we, who are used to be 
carried about by the breezes, and live in the clouds ! 
But such a reception as this, why, it hurts the 
feelings, of course ! " 

** The feelings P^ shouted the Ice, half ready to 
crack with vexation ; " you to talk of feelings, who 
have flungyourselves uninvited on my face; beggarly 
wanderers as you are, without house or home ; and 
have spoilt my beauty and happiness at once I . . ." 

He couldn't go on ; the words stuck fast as he 
tried. 

"Beggarly wanderers !'* echoed the Snow-flakes, 
almost losing their temper as they repeated the 
words : ** now see what comes of being low-bom, 
and envious, and vile. See what it is to live in 
the dirty hole of an earthly world ! You don't 
know the good when it comes to you, you dreary, 
motionless lump of ignorant matter I Beggarly 
wanderers, indeed ! This to us, who are carried 
about by the breezes, and live in the clouds of the 
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sky ! Dear us ! Who would lower themselves to 
your level by choice ? And beauty, — you talk of 
i)eauty, as if we could find any here but what we 
bring ourselves. Fancy the beauty of dingy, dirty 
stuff like this earth of yours ! But, of course, you 
know no better ; and what is worse, you won't 
learn whien you might. Oh dear, what it is to be 
low bom, and envious, and vile ! Oh dear, what 
it is to belong to the winds and the skies, and to 
find one's self in an alien land ! " 

* * If the winds and the skies are so fond of you, 
let them come and take you away," cried the Ice. 
" I ask only one thing— Begone ! Begone with 
your mincing conceit and your beauty, you are 
not worthy that I should hold you up." 

" You braggart ! we should like to hide you and 
cover you over for ever," muttered the Snow-flakes. 
** And we don't intend to go for your pleasure and 
whim. Here we are, and here we shall stay, let 
you squall and bawl as you will. We at the top, 
and you at the bottom ; and there you may re- 
main !" 

And such seemed likely to be the case ; but by 
and bye, when all the clouds had passed over, and 
no more snow was falling, and the sun had begun 
to shine, a party of skaters and sliders came and 
stood on the bank of the dam. 

And said they one to another, — first, ** W^hat a 
pity !" and then, " But the snow is not very thick ;" 
and then, "It surely might be shovelled away if 
we had but two or three men with shovels and 
brooms." So they sent for two or three men with 
shovels and brooms, and these swept and shovelled, 
and shovelled and swept, till a great space of the 
ice was lefl clear, and the snow was laid in heaps 
on the sides. 
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It was a very hard case for the Snow ! Such a 
poor, soft, delicate thing to be so ill used, — it was 
really cniel work ! Pushed, and flung, and dirtied, 
and shovelled about till she was ready to melt with 
self-pity. 

But thelre is no helping one's fate, so she lay 
along the sides of the mill-dam, grumbling and 
groaning — the only satisfaction she could get. 

" So inhospitable to visitors, any how," cried 
she ; " and so stupid to visitors like us ! But this 
comes of leaving one's station to mix with thin^ 
below. And to soil my lovely colour with their 
hateful besoms and brooms ! And to squeeze me, 
and throw me about with their odious shovels, as 
if I was dirt ! Ah ! we who belong to the sky 
should never come near the earth, that's very 
clear. People here don't know what it is to b€ 
delicate and refined. Oh mercy ! what comes 
next? . . .", 

She might well exclaim. The party of sliding 
boys had quarrelled,— a sort of fun-quarrel among 
themselves. So there was just now a rush to the 
side of the dam, a seizing and pommelling, and 
squeezing of snow into lumps by a dozen. active 
little hands; and then the balls were let fly in 
every direction ; and some hit necks, and others 
faces, and others jackets, and others caps : and all 
got messed and broken, and thrown about. There 
is no knowing when the fight would have ended, 
if the skaters had not interfered. 

The scattered, begrimed morsels could not utter 
a single word. But the Ice talked fast enough. 
" Now you have got your deserts," cried he gaily. 
" Now you see what it is to come and boast over 
your betters. Oh, you're too delicate and refined 
for earth, are you ? Well, then, keep in the sky. 
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Nobody wants you here — I told you that before. 
See, now, you have to sit in a corner, and watch 
how the world admires me ! You wanted to hide 
me for ever, did you, you poor, soft, foolish thing ? 
But my friends knew better than that, and now 
you've got your deserts. I shall have you all in 
order one of these days. You and the Water below, 
with his fidgety spite. What a droll idea it is ! 
Why, you both want to be at the top, if —poor 
dears ! — you only could. And you can't see — 
poor blind things ! — that Vm the only one fit to 
stand alone ! " 

" We will soon see to that," growled the Water 
from below, and surely rather louder than usual. 
" I feel what I feel, and you'll feel it presently, 
too. If I can't stand alone, I can bide my time. 
We both want to be at the top, do you say ? And 
who are both^ if you please ? Are you classing 
me, with my strength, and that flimsy Snow, to- 
gether ? What a judge you must be ! ' 

** As if strength was the only merit ! " murmured 
what still remained of .flaky Snow on the ice. 
'* What a coarse, earthy notion I But it's jusl 
what one might expect ; they're all alike doww 
here. Water and Ice and all ; no fit companions 
tor us ; but we've found that out too late. We 
lowered ourselves to come down, — the more's the 
pity, I'm sure ! " 

Were there ever three creatures so silly as the 
Water, the Snow, and the Ice ? I dare not answer, 
No. 

Well, before the day was over, the*skaters had 
asked each other, as they passed and repassed, 
** Was there not a softness on the ice? " — " Was 
not the snow less crisp ? " But all was perfectly 
safe, so people did not stop to talk then : only, 
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as they went home, they agreed that a thaw was 
coming. 

Which remark, the Ice, not hearing, knew no- 
thing about. So he never suspected why the Water 
underneath was more fussy than ever, but thought 
it was all out of spite to himself ; so he raved and 
scolded away ; boasting that his friends should 
one day help him to get rid of //, as they had 
done just now of the Snow. "It's a great thing 
to have powerful friends ! " cried he, triumph- 
antly. 

But the Water gurgled and giggled, and made 
no answer. 

The truth was, that one or two springs in the 
hills had got loose from a few hours' thaw ; and a 
strong stream, though not a torrent, was pouring 
into the dam. And presently there was a cry for 
room. 

'* More room ! more room ! make much more 
zoom ! You stiff-necked Ice, do you hear ? '* 

And now the contest be^an. — ** I shall not give 
way an inch, you noisy vagabond Water ! " 

— ^** If you don't, I shall wash you away.'* 

— "You shall wash the world away first. / 
shall maintain my position." 

— " We shall see about that in a minute." 

And so they went on, while the Snow-heaps 
whimpered at the sides, "What a coarse-minded 
couple they are ! What it is to be low-bom and 
vile I We are quite unfit to be here I " 

Meantime, the Water poured in, and kept swell- 
ing more ana more ; till at last there was a heaving 
upward — in spite of all he could do^of the crystal 
floor ; and by and bye a sharp crack rang along its 
surface, from one end to the other. 

He could not maintain his position after all ! 
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And now came another, and another, and these 
were along the sides, as the lift-up came ; and at 
one comer in oozed the Water itself. It had no 
chance of bragging, however : for as fast as it 
touched the surface it frozcj and was turned to 
Ice. 

So this was all the Water could do then, for the 
thaw in the hills had stopped. But the Ice never 
rallied again, because of those horrible cracks. 
He was laughed at on every side — he, who had 
boasted so much ! For the Water below and the 
Snow above, who were ready enough to teaze each 
other at other times, were willing to join together 
now in spiting a common foe. Such is the way of 
the world ! 

And when a real general thaw came in the air, 
and all over the country, as it soon did, and the 
sliders and skaters withdrew — oh, dear, those were 
dismal days for the poor deserted Ice! — **My 
friends forsake me," cried he, "and my foes re- 
joice ! Those cracks have broken my heart I I 
believe it is melting away." 

And it was ; but the Snow-flakes were the first 
to disappear, and then the Ice became wet outside. 
And said he, **The Water has squeezed through, 
I declare I This comes of keeping bad company ; 
but, anyhow, the Snow-flakes are gone, and that's 
civil at least. They did what they were asked, 
and that's something." 

Now the Water had not squeezed through, and 
the Snow-flakes had not been civil ; but the 
cleverest people make mistakes sometimes. 

And presently the Water below found the 
pressure upon him not quite so great. There was 
a little more room to move in. So said he, " De-ir 
me ! this is good. My friend the Ice is givii.g 
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way. 'Better late than never/ we'll say. He's 
coming to reason at last" 

But the Ice was not coming to reason— he was 
only melting away. And as he got thinner and 
thinner, he struggled less and less with the Water ; 
and said he, ** We shall all live to be friends and 
neighbours at last, I believe. " 

But they lived to be far more than that, for one 
day they found themselves brothers I For when 
the Ice got so thin that the Water poured over the 
sides, it broke into a thousand fragments, and went 
rolling and tumbling about, dissolving away every 
minute. And the Snow-heaps which had stuck on 
the sides fell in too, and they all rolled about to- 
gether. Ice and Snow and Water in one. And 
they wept, and rolled, and tumbled, and tumbled, 
and rolled, and wept ; and, cried they, ** What 
have we been doing ? What folly have we been 
talking? Scolding, and thwarting, and boasting, 
when, my friends — my dear, dear friends — we are 
all of us brothers together 1" 

It was a long and happy embrace : it is going 
on still ! But, oh ! what a pity they did not find 
the truth out sooner I Let those who are brothers 
by nature think of this, and not wait for The 
General Thaw — Death. 
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' Except the Lord build the house, their labour is 
but lost that build it."— Psalm cxxvii. i. 




I IT AT more could have been done for it 
than I have done ! *' The cry came from 
an afflicted heart. 

It was uttered by Hans Jansen, the 

Hamburgh printer's only son, as he sat moaning 
over a dying rose-tree in the corner of a little back- 
yard behind his father's house. 

Hans Jansen was what is commonly called noi 
all there ; that is, he could not see and comprehend 
the things of this life as his neighbours did. More 
than half of what passed roimd him was hidden 
from his eyes. He was in part, though not alto- 
gether, an idiot. 

It was a great distress to his parents that this 
should be the case — at least it had been so once. 
But, being good Christians, they had reconciled 
themselves to it, and learned, by degrees, to see 
comfort through the cloud. If Hans was below 
the rest of the world in some ways, he was above 
them in others. The fear of God and the love of 
his neighbour had come to him almost as an in- 
stinct ; at any rate without the struggles some 
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people have to go through before their hearts are 
touched by either one or the other. He wouldn't 
have missed saying his prayers night and morning, 
or grace at meals, to please an emperor ; and an 
unkind word about any one could never be got out 
of him. Truly their Hans was ripening for a 
better state of existence, whether he had any book 
learning or not. He had nothing to fear, but 
everything to hope for, from death. 

And he had one passion — one special cause of 
enjoyment and delight. He doted on flowers, and 
was seldom seen without one in his button-hole 
all the summer through. But this was because 
his good -nature had made him many friends, who 
took a pleasure in seeing him pleased, and ^ve 
him a nosegay when they could. It was very well 
known that he had no garden of»his own. 

Mr. Jansen's house was a red brick one, in a 
row, with a square enclosure in front, covered with 
pebbles, and a square yard at the back, which had 
a pump in the middle, and a dog-kennel on one 
side. It ?s true this yard was covered with soil, 
and there were scrubby patches of grass up)on it 
here and there ; but it was used for a drying- 
ground, and had never once been brightened by 
flowers since the day it was first parcelled out and 
the walls were built round it, across which were 
now stretched the lines on which the linen was 
hung to dry. 

The fact was, Mr. Jansen had not wished for a 

garden. He was busy from morning to night at 
is printing business in the town ; his wife had 
quite enough on her hands in household cares ; and 
no effectual work could be expected from an idiot 
child. 

How Hans came to be so fond of flowers was a 
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mystery ; but there are many mysteries of this sort 
\n the world. It had been so from his baby-days, 
and many were the hours he had spent, unnoticed, 
in a comer of that back-yard, grubbing in the old 
black soil, "making believe" to have a garden with 
beds and walks like those he had seen elsewhere. 
Nay, once or twice he had tried to grow mustard 
and cress, and even sweet -peas, a few seeds of which 
were given him by a neighbour's child ; but, some- 
how or other, nothing ever came of these real at- 
tempts, and he had to make himself happy with the 
make-believe garden at the end. 

But it was no make-believe plant he was wailing 
over now, but a real G^ant de Batailles rose-tree, 
wMch had been given him many weeks before. 
It was thus: — A good-natured nursery gardener, 
who knew his father, had let him walk through his 
grounds one flower-show day, before the company 
came ; and having, by chance, noticed poor Hans 
sobbing from excitement at sight of the glories round 
him, his own heart melted ; for he had an only and 
very clever son himself, and he felt sorry for the 
darkness over his friend's child. So when Hans 
was going away, he gave him, not only a nosegay 
of the tulips and hyacinths, but a fine young rose- 
tree in a pot ; "as fine a Geant de Batailles as had 
ever been raised," said he to Hans, as he offered it ; 
adding that it would flower in six or eight weeks, and 
brighten all the place up by its rich blaze of colour. 

Hans trembled as he received it, and he stood 
with his mouth half open, irresolute and abashed, 
wanting to speak, yet not daring. 

"What is it, boy?'* asked the nurserj' gardener. 
"Speak out." • 

"How do you make your flowers so beautiful?" 
gasped Hans, half afraid of what he had said. 
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"Well, well,*' returned the nursery gardener, 
with a smile, "some in one way and some in 
another ; but we don't tell our secrets to everybody. 
Nevertheless, I'll tell you how to make your rose 
beautiful, for you'll make no bad use of anything, 
I'll be bound. You've a yard or a court, or some 
place with soil in it, eh ? " 

"Yes, yes," cried Hans. 

" Then I'll tell you what you must do," pursued 
the nursery gardener. "Dig a hole in a sheltered 
place pretty deep, you know, and put in a bone or 
two, and some hair (my son shall give you a hand- 
ful) at the bottom. Then turn the plant out of the 
pot, not disturbing the ball of earth for the world, 
remember ; and set it right down upon the hHir. 
Then fill up the hole neatly with soil, and say no- 
thing about what you've done to anybody, and 
there's an end. Keep it sheltered, mind, and water 
it at first, or if you see it get very dry ; and with 
soap-suds whenever you can get them. Soap-suds 
and bones and hair are the main things. There's 
nothing like them for bringing roses to perfection. 
You'll have flowers as big as a hat, and as bright as 
cherries, before the summer's over, if you do as I 
say, and look well after the plant. There I good 
luck tD you and it I Good-bye.** 

And this was the plant — this, poor wizened thing 
— over which Hans was moaning. But how had it 
come to this? That was the difficulty. The 
gardener's son had given Hans the hair, and he had 
found the bones, — there were plenty by the dog- 
kennel ; and he had dug the hole and put them at 
the bottom ; and he had turned the plant out of the 
pot, and not broken the ball of earth ; and he had 
placed it upon the hair, and filled up the hole ; and 
watered it at first, and whenever he saw it get very 
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dry, and with soap-suds on a wash-day ; for he had 
only to ask and have, without question or trouble. 
He had done everything, in short — surely every- 
thing ! For he had put it in the most sheltered 
spot he could find — in the self-same comer where 
he had played at make-believe gardens as a child ; 
and it had seemed as if an old dream were suddenly 
come true. And as to looking well after it, — could 
a raiser have watched his gold with more jealous 
care ? And no one had interfered ; for he had to!d 
nobody, partly from some indefinite idea that the 
nursery gardener had ordered him not ; partly be- 
cause he thought it would be so nice to surprise his 
mother, some day before the summer was over, by 
theA-ich blaze of colour that was to brighten all the 
place. 

The very maid who hung out the clothes in the 
yard didn't know of it ; for to keep the secret, and 
make the shelter of the tree more complete, he had 
set up boards across the comer where it was planted, 
from wall to wall, and no one could see what was 
there. They looked upon the boards as some idle 
freak of the idiot mind. 

It was the buds that failed first ; those buds which 
ought to have swollen and grown larger day by day. 
Even his eye, sharpened now by anxious care, could 
detect that they rather dwindled than increased 
in size ; and, observing this more and more as time 
went on, he one day summoned courage to walk to 
the Nursery Gardens, and tell his fears to the givei 
of the plant. 

But he, when he found that all he had ordered 
had been done, only smiled. 

" I tell you again,'' said he, "and from long ex- 
perience, there's nothing like bones and hair for 
bringing roses to perfection. You can't go wrong 

II. S 
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with them. Give it a little more water or soap- 
suds. You've perhaps a light soil in your place. 
Give it more water. The buds will swell fast 
enough, I'll be bound. Indeed, I fancy you're 
watching it so closely you can't see true. It's easy 
enough to do that, I can tell you. The buds are 
grown, I suspect, though you don't think so. 
Leave it to itself. Don't fancy anything wrong. 
It's sure to be right with bones and hair and soap- 
suds. They're the finest rose-manure in the world. " 

Hans listened with his mouth open, nodded his 
head, with a "Thank you !" at the end, and went 
away, hoping he had not "seen true." And he 
did not take the boards down nearly so often after- 
wards, lest his watching too closely should do hdrm. 
But every time he did take them down, he grew 
more and more unhappy. The healthy green of the 
leaves was no longer to be seen ; as for the buds, 
they shrivelled gradually more and more. Growth 
anywhere there was none. Inch by inch the plant 
was dying — or Hans thought so, and he rubbed his 
eyes for further light in vain. And one day, when 
the last leaves which remained had crinkled up and 
turned brown, he sat down on the ground, and 
wailed, as I have said: — 

"What more could I have done for it than I 
have done?" 

The dream of a dream come true at last, was 
over. The make-believe garden was still the only 
one he had ever enjoyed. He must go back to it 
again. 

He replaced the boards, for he shrank from the 
very sight of the dying plant, and sat down on 
the ground again, though he scarcely knew why. 

But presently there was a barking of the dog, 
and an opening of the door, and a . shouting of 
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•*Hans !" by bis mother. The nursery gardener 
was passing that way, and had called to admire the 
roses he expected to see. Hans could not speak, 
but led the way to the corner of the yard, and, when 
they were there, he pointed to the boards before he 
took them down, and exclaimed, trying to smile 
through his tears, 

" I couldn't have sheltered it more, could I ? 
It*s never been scorched, or chilled, or blown upon, 
even. It's had bones, and hair, and water, and all 
you ordered, and I've looked weU after it, and yet it's 
dead, I know ! " 

As he spoke, Hans lifted down the boards, and 
exposed the withered tree. 

The nursery gardener stared at it, and then at 
Hans, in genuine amazement. 

"You don't mean to say you've kept it so all 
the time ? " cried he. " Why, what have you been 
thinking about, man ? How could you expect it to 
live ? Why, it's had no light ! " 

"You said nothing about that," replied Hans, 
his face distorted with bewilderment and grief. * * You 
said you made roses beautiful with bones, and hair, 
and soap-suds, and that I should make mine beauti- 
ful with them too." 

* * But not without sunshine, " shouted the nursery 
gardener, quite excited at the idea of such a mis- 
take. 

Hans made no answer. He could not utter 
another word. He sat down on the ground again 
and hid his face fn his hands. 

** I must have spoken like a fool," exclaimed the 
nursery gardener, half to himself. "But who'd 
have thought of anybody fancying a plant could 
get on without light ? Well, perhaps I ought to 
have thought though," added he, as his eye fell on 
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poor Hans' doubled-up figure. Then, laying his 
hand on the lad's shoulder, it came into his heart 
to try and explain matters. 

"Look up, Hans," said he. "It's not your 
fault at all — it's mine. There was something I for- 
got to tell you. I spoke like a fool when I talked 
of making roses beautiful with manure and things 
like that, as if they could do it themselves. I 
didn't mean that. It is God who makes the roses, 
you know, and He makes them so that they can't 
do without the light He chooses them to live in, and 
that's the light from heaven— do you see ? " 

Here the nursery gardener paused to consider 
how he must go on, and Hans shuffled a bit, and 
then looked up at his friend. And his friend saw 
the light from heaven streaming on that sad, half 
intelligent face, with the red eyes straining upwards 
for comprehension ; and he proceeded. 

"So they can't do without God's light, let you 
give them what manure you will. They're only 
helps, Hans, such things as those." 

" A man may help or hinder what God intends, 
by good or bad management, it's true ; but that's 
all, and that's all I meant. Bones, and hair, and 
soap-suds are the finest rose-manure in the world, 
that's true too, and it's a great secret j but they're 
all nothing — nothing, lad! — without God's secret — 
the light from heaven. Do you see what I mean, 
Hans?" 

"I'm trying," said Hans. ^ 

" Hans," continued the nursery gardener, "it's 
been my fault, not yours ; and you shall have another 
rose-tree, or we'll save this one yet, for if there's a 
bit of life left in it, God's light may bring it round. 
But tell me, now. You are a very good lad, you 
know, at times— indeed, I fancy always ; but no 
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matter, we'll call it at times. What makes you 
ever good ? " 

Hans' catechism had been short, but sound ; and 
he answered at once, "God's grace." 

" Now that's just it ! " shouted the nursery Gar- 
dener, in delight. " That's just what I meant. 
And all the schooling, and teaching, and trying in 
the world won't do without God's grace, will they, 
Hans ? " 

Hans nodded his negative assent. 

** No, they're only manures and helps," pursued 
the nursery gardener, ** and very good things, no 
doubt, the same as bones, and hair, and soap-suds 
for roses, and there's nobody can dispute about 
them. 3ut all the helps in the world can do no- 
thing without the main thing God chooses them to 
thrive by, and that's God's grace for a man, and 
God's light for a plant ; and what one is for one, 
that the other is for the other, and it's my opinion 
it's the light of Heaven for both." 

If Hans did not quite follow the thread of the 
nursery gardener's argument he must l)e excused. 
The nursery gardener understood what he meant 
himself, and that was something ; and Hans added 
to his small stock of observations the useful truth 
he had bought so dearly, viz., that plants cannot 
live without light. 

Those who are interested further in his fate will 
be glad to hear that the nursery gardener soon after 
turned one side of the old printer's back -yard into 
a garden, at his own expense, and gave Hans such 
plants and help, that both mother and son had 
a few bright flowers of their own the next year, to 
delight their eyes. 

But more than th's, The poor lad proved so 
watchful and attenti'^c ; so obedient, too, to advice 
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in his own small matters ; and the rational occupa- 
tion to an end seemed so evidently to clear a some- 
thing from the confusion of his mind, that it struck 
the nursery gardener one day to trust him with 
some little emplo3rment on his more important 
premises. And the experiment was not unsuccess- 
nil. On the one subject of flowers Hans became 
not only trustworthy but intelligent. 

And so it came to pass, that it was in the nur- 
sery garden, among the flowers— his only idea of 
an earthly paradise — that the poor idiot ended his 
da>'s. There, guileless as the beautiful creatures 
which surrounded him, and trustful as the ICighest 
Wisdom could Have made him, he lived ; and 
thence did the spirit, so long pent in an iipperfect , 
earthly tabernacle, return to tne great Lord of life 
and light and intelligence, without whom ** nothing 
is strong, nothing is holy." 
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* Now there are diversities of gifts." — i Cor. xii. 4. 




I NE — two — three — four — five; five neatly- 
raked kitchen-garden beds, four of them 
side by side, with a pathway between ; 
the fifth a narrow slip, heading the others, 
and close to the gravel walk, as it was for succes- 
sion-crops of mustard and cress, which are often 
wanted in a hurry for breakfast or tea. 

Most people have stood by such beds in their 
own kitchen -gardens on soft spring mornings and 
evenings, and looked for the coming up of the 
seeds which either they or the gardener had sown. 

Radishes in one, for instance, and of all three 
sorts — white-turnip, red-turnip, and long-tailed. 

Carrots in another ; and this bed had been dug 
very deep indeed — subsoil digging, as it were ; two 
spades' depth, that the roots might strike freely 
down. 

Onions in another. Beets in the fourth; both 
the golden and red varieties ; while the narrow 
slip was half mustard and half cress. 

Such was the plan here, at least, and here, for 
a time, all the seeds lay sleeping, as it seemed. 
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For, as the long smooth-raked beds stretched out 
dark and bare under the stars, they betrayed no 
symptoms of anything going on within. 

Nevertheless, there was no sleeping in the case. 
The little seed-grains were fulfilling the law of their 
being, each after its kind ; the grains, all but their 
inner germs, decaying ; the germs swelling and 
growing, till they rose out of their cradles, and 
made their way, through their earthen coverlid, to 
the light of day. 

They did not all come up quite together, of 
course, nor all quite alike. But as to the time, 
the gardener had made his arrangements so 
cleverly, that none was very far behind his neigh- 
bour. And as to the difference of shape in tjie 
first young leaves, what could it signify? It is 
true the young mustards were round and thick ; 
the cresses oval and pointed ; the carrots mere 
green threads ; the onions sharp little blades ; 
while the beets had an odd, stainy look. But 
they all woke up to the same life and enjoyment, 
anci were all greeted with friendly welcome as they 
appeared, by the dew, and light, and sunshine, 
and breezes, so necessary to them all, children of 
one mother, dependent on the same influences to 
bring them to perfection. 

What could put comparisons, and envyings, and 
heart-burnings into their heads, so filling them 
either with conceit or melancholy misgivings? As 
if th»re was but one way of being right or doing 
right ; as if every creature was not good after its 
kind, but must needs be good after somebody else's 
kind, or not be good at all ! 

It must have been some strolling half-informed 
grub, one would think, who had not yet come to 
Ills full senses, who itarted such foolish ideas. 
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It b^an with an inquiry at first, for no actual 
onkindness was meant. 

**I find I get deeper and deeper into the soil 
every day," remarked the Carrot. **I shall be I 
don't know how long, at last. I have been going 
down regularly, quite straight, for wedcs. Then 
I am tapering off to a long point at the end, in the 
most beautiful proportions possible. A traveller 
told me, the other day, this was perfection, and I 
believe he was right;" 

(That mischievous vagabond grub, you see I) 

** I knew what it was to live near the surface in 
my young days," the Carrot went on ; "but never 
felt solid enjoyment till I struck deeply down, 
where all is so rich and warm. This is really 
being firmly established and satisfactory to one*s- 
self, though still progressing, I hope, for I don't 
see why there should be a limit. Pray tell me, 
neighbours," added he, good-naturedly enough, 
** how it fares with all the rest of you. I should 
like to know that your roots are as long, and slim, 
and orange-coloured as mine ; doing as well, in fact, 
and sinking as far down. I wish us to be all per* 
feet alike. Perfection is the great thing to try for. " 

** When you are sure you are trying in the right 
way," sneered a voice from the neighbouring 
radish-bed (the red and white turnip variety were 
always satirical). " But if the long, slim, orange- 
roots, striking deep into the earth, are your idea of 
perfection, I advise you to begin life over again. 
Dear me I I wish you had consulted us before. 
Why, we stopped going down long ago, and have 
been spreading out sideways and all ways, into 
stout, round solid balls ever since, close white flesh 
throughout, inside ; and not orange, but red without." 

"White, he means," shouted another. 
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" Red, I call it," repeated the first. " But no 
matter ; certainly not orange ! " 

And ** Certainly not orange I " cried they all. 

"So," continued the first speaker, "we are quite 
concerned to hear you ramble on about growing 
longer and longer, and strongly advise you to keep 
your own counsel, and not mention it to any one 
else. We are friends, you know, and can be 
trusted ; but you really must leave off wasting 
your powers and energy in the dark inside of the 
ground, out of everybody's sight and knowledge. 
Come to the surface, and make the most of it, as 
we do, and then you'll be a credit to your friends. 
Never mind what travellers say. They've nothing 
else to db but to walk about and talk, and they 
tell us we are perfection too. Don't trust to them, 
but to what we tell you now, and alter your course 
at once. Roll yourself up into a firm round ball 
as fast as you can. You won't find it hard if you 
once begin. You have only to — " 

" Let me 4)ut in a word first," interrupted one of 
the long-tailed Radishes in the same bed ; "for it 
is of no use to go out of one extreme into another, 
which you are on the high road to do if you are 
disposed to take Mr. Roundhead's advice; who, 
by the way, ought to be ashamed of forcing his 
very peculiar views upon his neighbours. Just 
look at us. We always strike moderately down, 
so we know it's the right thing to do, and that 
solid round balls are the most unnatural and use- 
less thuigs in the world. But, on the other hand, 
my dear friend, we have learnt where to stop, and 
a great secret it is, but one I fear you know 
nothing about at present ; so the sooner you make 
yourself acquainted with it the better. There's a 
limit to everything but folly— even to strikinf^ deep 
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into the soil. And as to the soil being better so 
very far down, nobody can believe it ; for why 
should it be ? The great art is to make the most 
of what is at hand, as we do. Time enough to go 
into the depths when you have used up what is so 
much easier got at. The man who gathered some 
of us yesterday, called out, * These are just right.' 
So I leave you to judge whether some other people 
we know of must not be wrong." 

" You rather overwhelm me, I own," mused the 
Carrot; "though it's remarkable you counsellors 
should not agree among yourselves. Is it possible, 
however, that I have been making a great mistake 
all my life ? What lost time to look back upon ! 
Yet a ball ; — ^no, no, not a ball I I don't think* I 
could grow into a solid round ball were I to try for 
ever ! " 

** Not having tried, how can you tell ? " whis- 
pered the Turnip-Radish persuasively. " But you 
never will, if you listen to our old-fashioned friend 
next door, who has been halting between two opi- 
nions all his life : — will neither make an honest fat 
lump of it, as I do, nor plunge down and taper 
with you. But nothing can be done without an 
effort : certainly no change." 

" That is true," murmured the Carrot, rather 
sadly; **but I am too old for further efforts 
myself. Mistake or no mistake, my fate is fixed. 
I am too far down to get up again, that's certain ; 
but some of the young ones may .try. Do you 
hear, dears ? Some of you stop short, if you can, 
and grow out sideways and all ways, into stout, 
round, solid balls." 

** Oh, nonsense about round balls ! " cried the 
long- tailed Radish in disgust; "what will the 
world come to, if this folly goes on I Listen to me. 
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youngsters, I beg. Go to a moderate depth, and 
be content ; and if you want something to do, 
throw out a few fibres for amusement. You're 
firm enough without them, I know, but the em- 
ployment will pass away time." 

" There are strange delusions abroad just now," 
remarked the Onions to each other ; " do you hear 
all this talk about shape and way of growth ? and 
everybody, in the dark on the subject, though they 
seem to be quite unconscious of the fact them- 
selves. That fellow chattered about solid balls, as if 
there was no such thing as bulbs, growing layer 
upon layer, and coat over coat, at all. Of course 
the very long orange gentleman, with his tapering 
root, is the most wrong of the whole party ; but I 
doubt if Mr. Roundhead is much wiser when he 
speaks of close white flesh inside, and red (of 
all ridiculous nonsense) without. Where are their 
flaky skins, I should like to know ? Who is ever to 
peel them, I wonder ? Poor things! I can't think 
how they got into such ways. How tough and 
obstinate they must be ! I wish we lived nearer. 
We would teach them a little better than that, and 
show them what to do. " 

*' / have lived near you long enough,*' grumbled 
a deep-red Beet in the next bed ; **and you have 
never taught me ; neither shall you, if I can help 
it. A pretty instructor you would bej who think 
it ridiculous to be red ! ^ I suppose you can't grow 
red yourself, and so abuse the colour out of spite. 
Now I flatter myself I am red inside as well as 
out, so I suppose I am more ridiculous than your 
friend who contrives to keep himself white within, 
according to his own account ; but I doubt the 
fact. There, there ! it is a folly to be angry ; so 
I say no more, excei>t this : get red as fast as you 
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can. You live in the same soil that I do, and 
ought to be able. " 

**Oh, don't call it red !" exclaimed a golden 
Beet, who was of a gentle turn of mind ; "it is 
but a pale tint after all, and surely rather amber 
than red ; and perhaps that was what the long- 
tailed orange gentleman meant." 

** Perhaps it was ; for perhaps he calls red orange, 
as you call it amber," answered the redder Beet ; 
"anyhow he has rather more sense than our 
neighbour here, with his layer upon layer, and 
coat over coal, and flaky skin over all. Think of 
wasting time in such fiddle-faddle proceedings ' 
Grow a good honest fleshy substance, and have 
done with it, and let people see you know what 
life is capable of. 1 always look at results. It is, 
something to get such a body as I do out of the 
surrounding soil. That is living to some purpose, 
I consider. Nobody makes more of their oppor- 
tunities than I do, I flatter myself, or has mure to 
show for their pains ; and a great future must be in 
stote." 

** Do you hear them ? oh ! do you hear them ?" 
whispered the Cress to her neighbour the Mustard 
(there had been several crops, sind this was one of 
the last) ; *' do you hear how they all talk together 
of their growth, and their roots, and their bulbs, 
and size, and colour, and shape? It makes me 
quite unhappy, for I am doing nothing like that 
myself— nothing, nothing, though I live in the 
same soil ! What is to be done ? What do you 
do? Do you grow great white solid balls, or long, 
orange tapering roots, or thick red flesh, or bulbs 
with layer upon layer, and coat over coat ? Some 
of them talked of just throwing out a few fibres as ' 
a mere amusement to pass away time ; and this is 
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all I ever do for business. There will never be 
a great future in store for me. Do speak to me, 
but whisper what you say, for I shame to be heard 
or thought of." 

"I grow only fibres too," groaned the Mustard 
in reply ; " but I would spread every way and all 
ways if I could — downwards and upwards, and 
sideways and all ways, like the rest. I wish I had 
never been sown. Better never be sown and grown, 
than sown and grown to such trifling purpose ! We 
are wretched indeed. But there must be injustice 
somewhere. The soil must give them what it 
refuses to us." 

** Or we are weak and helpless, and cannot take 
in .what it offers,** suggested the Cress. Alas ! 
that we should have been sown only to be useless 
and unhappy ! " 

And they wept the evening through. But they 
done were not unhappy. The Carrot had become 
mieasy, and could follow his natural tastes no 
longer in comfort, for thinking that he ought to be 
a solid round ball, white inside, and red wiihdut. 
The Onion had sore misgivings that the Beet 
might be right after all, and a good honest mass of 
red flesh be more worth labouring for, than the pale 
coat-within-coat growth in which he had indulged. 
It did seem a waste of trouble, a fiddle-faddle plan 
of life, he feared. Perhaps he had not gone down 
far enough in the soil. Some one talked of grow- 
ing fibres for amusement — he had certainly not 
come to that ; they were necessary to his support ; 
he couldn't hold fast without them. Other people 
were more independent than he was, then ; perhaps 
, wiser, — alas ! 

And yet the Beet himself was not quite easy ; for 
talk as he would, what he had called fiddle-faddle 
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seemed ingenious when he thought it over, and 
he would Tike to have persuaded himself that he 
grew layer upon layer too. But it wouldn't do. 

Perhaps, in fact, the bold little Turnip-Radishes 
alone, from their solid, substantial growth, were the 
only ones free from misgivings, and believed that 
everybody ought to do as they did themselves. 

What a disturbance there was, to be sure ! And 
it got worse and worse, and they called on the 
winds and fleeting clouds, the sun, and moon, and 
stars above their heads, to stay their course awhile, 
and declare who was right and who was wrong ; 
who was using, who abusing his gifts and powers ; 
who was making most, who least, of the life and 
opportunities they all enjoyed ; whose system was 
the one the rest must all strive to follow — the one 
only right. 

But they called and asked in vain ; till one even- 
ing, the clouds which had been gathering over the 
garden for days began to come down in rain, and 
sank swiftly into the ground, where it had been 
needed for long. Whereupon there was a general 
cry, ** Here comes a messenger; now we shall 
hear !" as if they thought no one could have any 
business in the world but to settle their disputes. 

So out came the old inquiries again : — who was 
right — who was wrong — who had got hold of the 
true secret? But the Cress made no inquiry at all, 
only shook with fright under the rain ? for, thought 
she, the hour of my shame and degradation is come: 
poor useless creature that I am, I shall never more 
hold up my head ! 

As to the Carrot, into whose well-dug bed the 
rain found easiest entrance, and sank deepest, he 
held forth in most eloquent style upon the whole 
affair ; how it was started, and what he had said ; 

II. F 
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how much he had once hoped ; how much he now 
feared. 

Now, the Rain-drops did not care to answer in 
a hurry ; but as they came dropping gently, down, 
they murmured, ** Peace, peace, peace ! " all over 
the beds. And truly they seemed to bring peace 
with them as they fell, so that a calm sank all 
around, and then the murmur proceeded : — ** Poor 
little atoms in a boundless kingdom — each one of 
you bearing a part towards its fulness of perfection, 
each one of you endowed with gifts and powers 
especially your own, each one of you good after 
its kind— how came these cruel misgivings and 
heart-burnings among you ? Are the tops of 
the mountains wrong because they cannot grow 
com like the valleys? Are the valleys wrong 
because they cannot soar into the skies? Docs 
the brook flow in vain because it cannot spread 
out like the sea? Is the sea only right because 
its waters only are salt ? Each good after its kind, 
each bearing a part in the full perfection of the 
kingdom which is boundless, the plan which is har- 
mony — peace, peace, peace upon all ! " 

And peace seemed to fall more soothingly than 
ever upon the ground as the shower continued to 
descend. 

** How much more, then," resumed the murmur, 
"among you, to whose inner natures gifts and 
powers are given, each different from each ; each 
good in its kind ; each, if rightly carried out, doing 
service in that kingdom, which needs for its fiiU 
perfection, that there shall be mountains to rise 
into the skies, valleys to lie low at their feet ; some 
natures to go deep into the soil, others to rejoice on 
jts surface ; some to lie lightly upon the earth, as 
if scarcely claiming a home, others to grasp at it 
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by wide-spread roots, and stretch out branches to 
the rivers ; all good in their kind, all bearing a 
part in the glory of that universe whose children 
are countless as their natures are various — none 
useless, none in vain. 

** Upon one, then, upon all — each wanted, each 
useful, each good after its kind — peace, peace, peace, 
peace, peace ! " . . . 

The murmur subsided to a whisper, the whisper 
into silence ; and by the time the moon-shadows lay 
upon the garden there was peace every>^'here. 

Nor was it broken again ; for henceforth even 
the Cress held up her head — she, also, good after 
her kind. 

Only once or twice, that year, when the Carrots 
were gathered, there came up the strangest growths 
— thick distorted lumps, that had never struck 
properly down. 

The gardener wondered, and was vexed, for he 
prided himself on the digging of the carrot-bed. 
"Anything that had had any sense might have 
gone down into it, he was sure," he said. And he 
was not far wrong ; but you see the Carrot had had 
no sense when he began to speculate, and tried to 
be something he was not intended to be. 

Yet the pogr clumsy thing was not quite useless 
after all. For, just as the gardener was about to 
fling it angrily away, he recollected that the cook 
might use it for soup, though it could not be served 
up at table — such a shape as it was I . . , 

And this was exactly what she did. 
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NIGHT AND DAY. 

!* ^^* .*^'*y ^^^ "o "®^ of 'he sun, neither of the moon to 
shine in it ; for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof.* —Rkv. xxi. 23 

! N old times, long long ago. when Night 
and Day were young ana foolish, and 
had not discovered how necessary they 

were to each other's happiness and 

well-being, they chased each other round the world 
in a state of angry disdain ; each thinking that he 
alone was doing good, and that therefore the other, 
so totally unlike himself in all respects, must be 
doing harm, and ought to be got rid of altogether, 
if possible. 

Old northern tales say that they rode, each of 
them in a car with a horse to. it ; but the horse of 
Night had a frosty mane, while that of Day had 
a shiny one. Moreover, foam fell from Frosty- 
mane's bit as he went along, which dropped on 
the earth as dew, and Shiny-mane's mane was 
so radiant that it scattered light through the air at 
every step. And thus they di jve on, bringing 
darkness and light over the earth in turn — each pur- 
suing and pursued ; but knowing so little of this 
simple fact, that one of their chief causes of db 
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pute was, which was going first. For of course if 
they had been able to settle that, it would have 
been known which was the more important of the 
two. But as they drove in a circle the point could 
not be decided, since what was first on one side was 
sure to be last on the other ; as anybody may see 
who tries to draw their journey. They never gave 
this a thought, however, and there were no school- 
masters about just then to teach them. So round 
and round the world they went, without even know- 
ing that it was round, still less that there is no such 
thing as first and last in a circle. And they never 
succeeded in overtaking, so as to pass each other, 
though they sometimes came up very close, and 
then there w^ twilight. 

Of the two, one grumbled and the other scolded 
the most, and it is easy to guess which did which. 
Night was gloomy by nature, especially when clouds 
hid the moon and stars, so her complaints took a 
serious, melancholy tone. She was really broken- 
hearted jit the exhaustion produced all over the 
world by the labours and pleasures which were 
carried on under the light of day, and used to receive 
the earth back as if it was a sick child and she a 
nurse, who had a right to be angry with what had 
been done to it. Day, on the contrary, was ama- 
zingly cheerful, particularly when the sun shone ; 
never troubled his head about what was to hapj>en 
when his fun was ovei : on the contrary, thought 
his fun ought to last for ever because it was plea- 
sant, was quite vexed when it was put a stop to, 
and had no scniple in railing at his rival ; whose 
only object, as it seemed to him, was to overshadow 
and put an end to all the happiness that was to be 
found. 

** Cruel Night," he exclaimed, "what a life you 
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lead me ! How you thwart me at every turn ! What 
trouble I have to take to keep your mischief in 
check. Look at the mists and shadows I must 
drive on one side, before I can make the world 
bright with my beautiful light I And no sooner have 
I done so than I feel your cold unwholesome breath 
tr3ring to come up to me behind ! But you shall 
never overtake me if I can help it : though I know 
that is what you want. You want to throw your 
hateful black shadow over my bright and pleasant 
world." 

**/ doing mischief which you have to keep in 
check ! " groaned Night, quite confused by the ac- 
cusation. *' I, whose whole time is spent in trying 
to repair the mischief other people do : your mis- 
chief, in fact, you wasteful consumer of life and 
power! Every twelve hours I get back from you 
a half worn-out world, and this I am expected to 
restore and make as good as new again, but how is 
it possible ? Something I can do, f know. Some 
wear and tear I can renew and refresh, but some, 
alas ! I cannot ; and thus creep in destruction and 
death." 

"Hear her," cried Day, in contempt, "taunting 
me with the damage I do, and the death and de- 
struction I cause! I the life-giver, at whose touch 
the whole world awakes which else might lie asleep 
for ever. She, the grim likeness of the death she 
talks about, and bringing death's twin sister in her 
bosom." 

"You are Day the destroyer. I, Night the 
restorer, " persisted Night, evading the argument. 

" I am Day the life-giver, you Night the deso- 
lator," replied Day, bitterly. 

" I am Night the restorer, you Day the de- 
stroyer," repeated Night 
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" You are to me what death is to life," shouted 
Day. 

"Then death is a restorer as I am," exclaimed 
Night. 

And so they went on, like all other ignorant and 
obstinate arguers ; each full of his own one idea, 
and taking no heed of what the other might say. 
How could the truth be got at by such means? Of 
course it could not, and of course, therefore, they 
persisted in their rudeness. And there were certain 
seasons particularly, when they became more im- 
pertinent to each other than ever. For instance, 
whenever it was summer. Day's horse. Shiny-mane, 
got so strong and frisky that Night had much ado 
to keep her place at all, so closely was she pressed 
in the chase. Indeed, sometimes there was so little 
of her to be seen, that people might have doubted 
whether she had passed by at all, had it not been 
for the dew Frosty-mane scattered, and which 
th'ose saw who got tip early enough in the morning. 

Oh, the boasting of Day at these times! And 
really he believed what he said. He really thought 
it would be the greatest possible blessing if he were 
to go on for ever, and there were to be no Night. 
Perhaps he had the excuse of having heard a whis- 
per of some old tradition to that effect: but the 
principal cause of the mistake was, that he thought 
too much about himself, and too little about his 
neighbour. " Fortunate world," cried he ; "it 
must be clear to every one, now, who it is that 
brings blessings, and does good to you and your 
inhabitants. Good old earth, you become more 
and more lovely and fruitful, the more and more I 
shorten the hours of Night and lengthen my own. 
We can do tolerably well without her restoring 
powei it would seem ' If we could be rid of her 
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altogether, therefore, what a Paradise tbere woald 

bel Then the foliage, the flowers, the fruits, the 
precious crops of this my special season would last 
forever. Would that it could remain uninterrupted !'* 

" He is praying for a curse. Were it granted 
no life could exist," murmured Night; and Frosty- 
mane's dew fell in tears as she spoke. No one 
heard her, however, but the dew was very accep- 
table, for the weather was very hot. 

And she had her revenge ; for when it was sum- 
mer on one side the globe it was winter on the other ; 
and then it was her turn to boast, as it was in winter 
that Frosty-mane came out in aJl his glory ; every 
now and then running his car so nearly side by side 
with tliat of Day, that he squeezed him up into the 
smallest possible compass, besides putting out half 
his light. On which Night kept up a sort of mur- 
muring triumph, ** Good, good, very good : this is 
something like rest at last : now worn-out Nature is 
recruiting herself to some purpose. Now weary 
muscles may gather strength instead of giving it out. 
Now strained eyes may recover brightness, and 
worn brains energy. Now all the secret forces of 
nature are at work, and exhaustion is being repaired 
on every side. Now trees and plants may keep 
their gases for themselves, and earth hold her own. 
Now waste and consumption cease, for the wear 
and tear of life have stopped. Ah, if it could but 
cease for ever ! Then the world would be renewed 
indeed, and giant races of man and beast and plant 
arise ! " 

** But never glow with the light of active life, or 
be seen but in the pale unmeaning moonlight," 
sneered the mortified Day, but he struggled in vain 
to make himself heard. The truth is, he was in the 
background just then, and nobody cared to listen. 
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Yet lie made his presence known from time to time 
at mid-day, by the light of Shiny-mane's hair. No- 
thing could quite put that out, even in winter, when 
the weather was fine ; and sometimes it shone over 
the ice and snow so brightly that they glittered like 
diamonds or might almost have been taken for fire 
works. 

And so things went on till a check came, and it 
came in a very odd way. It is not always verv 
easy to tell the exact causes of change even in one s 
own mind, much less in other people's, so I do not 
pretend to trace the whole process out in this case. 
But Night and Day did grow wiser as time went 
on, for, as every one knows, there is no squabbling 
or boasting going on between them now. On the 
contrary, they glide after each other as gently and 
sweetly as possible, without any kicking of horses 
or rumbling of chariot wheels. And one may con- 
clude that after the first flush of feeling cooled 
down, they were better able to look round them 
and judge dispassionately of each other. And, lo 
and behold ! they discovered at last that there were 
just two portions of the globe, where each had in 
turn his own way as nearly as possible for six whole 
months at d time; viz., at the Poles: and that yet, 
nevertheless, the brilliant consequences which they 
had insisted would occur under these circumstances, 
never took place. On the contrary, those were 
the dreariest and most desolate portions of the 
whole globe, — barren wastes of ice and rock, where 
both animal and vegetable life were at the lowest 
possible ebb. Nothing could be more mortifying, 
it must be owned. In vain did Shiny -mane drive 
round and round that frozen horizon with a light 
that was never interrupted : where was the pro- 
mised Paradise which was to follow? — the foliage, 
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the flowers, the fruits, the precious crops which 
should have adorned this unchecked reign of Day, 
where were they ? The dove would have sought ia 
vain here for even a shrub on which to rest her foot. 
Scarcely a wandering sea-gull ever disturbed the 
death-like stillness of the air. Day, the life-giver, 
looked down upon a kingdom without life ! What 
wonder if he began at last to distrust himself ! What 
wonder if he went on to suspect that there might be 
some truth in what Night had said after all ! That 
she might in some way or other be Night the re- . 
storer ; in some way, however mysterious and un- 
accountable, be necessary to his own prosperity. 

And it was the same with Night, when her turn 
.came round. In vain did Frosty-mane distil his 
dews. They were useful — at least Night thought 
so— everywhere else ; but here, what did they avail? 
Here was the unbroken rest which was to recruit 
and refresh all Nature: now her secret powers might 
work as they pleased: there was no waste of power 
now either from labour or heat, or any other de- 
structive cause: but where were the giant races of 
man and beast and plant that were to arise in con- 
sequence ? The wear and tear of life had stopped, 
but what was the Earth advantaged ? Night, the 
restorer, ruled, but over a kingdom where there 
was nothing to restore ! Well might tears mingle 
with her dews. Well might she call to the morning 
stars to bring back that Day whom once she had 
dreaded as a rival, but now longed for as a friend. 
Day the life-giver, he had called himself, and Day 
the life-giver perhaps he was. Certainly without 
him she could do nothing ; at any rate here, where 
he was not, the whole world was a blank ! 

They had made a terrible mistake, that was clear; 
and if they did not at first see that there must be 
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other and more important powers at work besides 
theirs, or the good old earth would not be what it 
is in most places, they must be excused. People 
cannot grow quite wise all at once, and they had 
made a very good beginning by learning to distrust 
themselves ; that being always the first step towards 
doing justice to a neighbour. 

** I called you Day the destroyer, bright and 
beautiful friend," murmured Night, in her softest 
tones ; "you who bring light over my shadows, and 
make my good deeds known to all men. Day, the 
life-giver, forgive me, and return at the seasons ap- 
pointed. Touch the earth with your glory from 
time to time, lest all things perish from its face, and 
it and I are forgotten together." 

" But I mistook your friendly shadow for that of , 
death," answered Day, with his sweetest smile, 
though tears trembled in his eyes as he thought of 
the past injustice, causing the brightest of rainbows 
to span the landscape below: "and that was a 
thousand times worse ! You, in whose silence and 
rest the very fountains of life are renewed. Ah, 
while earth remains what it is, an everlasting day 
— a day without night — would be destruction! 
Dear friend, forgive me, and ever and ever return." 

** There is nothing to forgive," whispered Night, 
as she came round once more. ** And death also 
may restore as I do," added she tenderly; for the 
harvest moon was shining upon long fields of golden 
com, some waving still, some gathered into sheaves; 
and she felt particularly hopefiil about everything. 

"Any how we are friends — loving, helpml 
friends, sang Day. 

"Friends — comforting and abiding friends," 
echoed Night, in return, as the weary world sank 
on her bosom; eyes closing, limbs relaxing, and 
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flowers folding, as if the angel of rest had come* 
down from heaven. 

And friends they were and remain, though long 
ages have passed away since the time the old nor- 
thern tales tell of; and though now the wise men 
will not allow that Night and Day drive round the 
world in cars with horses to them. Well, perhaps 
they don't. Perhaps it is really true that the earth 
is a dark ball, hanging in the open space which we 
call the firmament of heaven, moving slowly round 
the shining sun, but spinning like a top ail the time 
itself, so that first one side and then the other faces 
the brightness ; and thus there is a constant change 
from light to darkness and darkness to light going 
on all over the world; and this makes Day and 
Night. But no matter which way the changes come. 
Night and Day are the work of the Lord ; and, like 
all the other " works of the Lord " which the three 
children in the fiery furnace called upon to praise 
Him, have a voice, and say many things worth 
listening to, especially now that they are no longer 
young and foolish. And from time to time, accord- 
ing as we keep our ears open or shut, little streams 
of melody do float round us from the natural world, 
as musical sounds break out from the strings of an 
old-fashioned iEolian harp when the wind blows 
over it, or sweeps along the wires of the electric 
telegraph on breezy days. Listen 'only, and you 
will hear. And which speaks you can surely guess, 
for they praise each other now and not themselves. 
One sings — 

** Dear Night, whom once I dreaded as the dark 
end» of life and enjoyment. Dear Night, whom 
now I know as the forerunner of life renewed. 
Welcome, blessed restorer ; take our worn-out child 
to your bosom. Drop over her striving and strain- 
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ing your mantle of repose. All her day-labourers 
grow weary, for a portion of life goes from them, 
m the toil of limb and of muscle, in the working 
of eye and of brain ; in all the changes that circle 
round an ever-changing world. Restore what thou 
I'^nst and may'st, let the rest remain in hope ; for 
the mercy thou bringest now foreshadows a greater 
in store. Oh, type of the mighty change which 
must one day pass upon all; of the deep, mysterious 
rest in which all things shall be renewed ; of the 
needful, hopeful death which quickens unto life ! 
Dear Night, my sister and friend, the twilight 
shades approach, and I see in thankful peace your 
darker shadows beyond." 

And the other answers in turn. 

* * Dark and secret my mission; men call me Night 
the gloomy ; but I hold in my bosom the germs ol 
a glory full of hope ; hiddenly working within, till 
thou, the life-giver, retumest, to break through the 
mists and shadows, and touch my nurslings with 
light. So, at the first creation, at the touch of the 
first young dawn, lo ! gleams of life universal were 
lit all over the world, and nature, amazed, awoke 
in songs of thanksgiving and joy. 

** So come, then, Day the life-giver, ever and ever 
reviving the slumbering germs I nourish, the hidden 
life I feel. Welcome for this, but thrice welcome 
as type of a dayspring eternal, that shall dawn at 
last on the night of sin and sorrow and death ; 
when, our secret missions accomplished, our secret 
workings completed, thou and I, oh, life-giving 
Day, shall merge our blessings in one : — when the 
light that never wastes, and the life that never 
wearies, shall be one with the rest eternal, that* 
remaincth evermore ! " 
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* Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft." — x Sam. xv. 33. 

((HREE years of complete liberty, and 
then to have to learn in three short 
weeks to submit entirely to the will of 
other people ! 

This sounds a hard plan of education, and per- 
haps is not the very best one possible. Still, thou- 
sands of young colts have turned into good horses 
upon it ; and if there is to be a reform, it must come 
from above, not from below. Reforms from below 
savour of rebellion, and that is sure to lead to a re- 
action the wrong way again. 

Yet people ought not to blind themselves — those 
above, I mean, any more than those below. Every 
man, therefore, ought to sit from time to time in 
his neighbour's chair, and look with his neighbour s 
eyes, from his neighbour's position, at what he him- 
self is about. It is wonderful how much wiser, as 
well as kinder, people grow if they do this. 

And among a man's neighbours he should not be 
ashamed to reckon the creatures he collects round 
him for his own convenience and amusement, and 
calls his "domestic animals." Why "domestic," 
but that he has taken them from their own natural 
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homes, and brought them to his ? And if so, surely 
it is not too much to ask that he should give them, 
each in his degree, the comforts of a home citizen- 
ship, in return for the duties he exacts. If he does 
this honestly, a few errors of judgment on his part 
will not matter more than a few errors of conduct 
on theirs; tor imj^erfection has not only to be 
struggled against, but borne in this world. 

Sitting in neighbour Firefly, the spirited young 
chestnut colt's chair, then, it is but fair to own that 
he may well have felt it queer, after three years* 
luxury of doing as he liked in laige grassy pastures, 
to find himself suddenly cooped up in a small square 
stuffy place, ceiled in instead of open to the air, 
and surrounded by walls, to one particular part of 
which he was fastened by a horrible contrivance 
that went round his head and neck, and gave him 
a most unpleasant pull whenever he trieid to get 
away. But yesterday he was free as the wind, so 
fiur as the hedges extended — could gallop fix>m one 
to the other while his breath lasted ; might snort 
at the passengers in the road which skirted the field 
as^ much as he pleased ; throw out his legs at 
everything and everybody ; kick, plunge, bound, 
jump till he was tired ; whinny at his companions, 
whether he had anything worth sa)nng or not ; and 
all this at will : while now — but the contrast is too 
painful to dwell upon, for Firefly was now in a 
horse-breaker's stable, with a -halter round his. 
neck. 

He had one consolation however, and it is not a 
small one to most people — indeed it ought always 
to be a matter of thankfulness to all — he was 
extremely well fed. It is true, the very delicious 
grain he had now been chumping, at three separate 
meals to his heart's content, with his nose bent over 



Digitized by 



Google 



KICKING. 8s 

the manger, had been very dearly purdiased by the 
loss of his freedom the morning before. The wild 
driving he had undergone from the field to the 
stable-yard, with the treacherous capture at the 
end, still rankled in his mind, and the cruel out- 
rage to his young heart's nervous shyness, when 
hands of violent men overcame him, and the fatal 
noose was slipped over his head, was not to be for- 
gotten. Still taste is taste ; the food remained de- 
licious all the same, and he was so young, he could 
enjoy the present, irrespective of the past or future. 

But all feeds of com come to an end at last ; and 
at the end of the first he began to fidget, after the 
second he grew angrily impatient, and when he 
had swallowed the third, he became what is called 
(archaically) rcutipageous^ for in point of fact the 
good com had b^jun to warm his blood. It was 
very high living compared to the cold grass he had 
been used to. 

Now, as was natural, one of the first things he 
did was to call out for his old companions of the 
field, and this he did in colt's fashion of course ; 
but what colt's fashion really is will not be known 
till men become good linguists, and have learnt 
other languages besides those of their own race. 
At present they are miserably backward in that 
branch of leaming, and have no idea even of what 
flies talk about, though they hear them murmur- 
ing away in the air as soon as they themselves 
awake every summer morning, and for nearly all 
day after. 

Well, in colt's fashion Firefly shouted for his 
companions, and after two or three attempts, each 
of them louder than the one before, must have 
made himself heard ; for at last he was aiibwered, 
though from what seemed a great distance, so 
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smothered were the sounds. But this was only be- 
cause they came through stone walls. In point of 
fact, his young friends, Whitefoot and Silverstar 
by name, were very near — ^namely, in the very next 
adjoining stable — both of them captives like him- 
self ; both of them with halters round their necks, 
one in one stall, one in another. 

Conversation was difficult under such circum- 
stances, and could not be carried on long. What 
they did say, when they discovered they were near 
each other, amounted to about this. 

**Soyou are somewhere hereabouts, too. White- 
foot and Silverstar. Why don't you come where I 
am ? Where are you ?" 

** We don't know where we are. Where are 
you ? Why don't you come to us ?'* 

"Because something twitches my head if I try 
to move away ; so I can't." 

"That's just what happens to us ; so we can't." 

" It's abominable ! " 

"It's very distressing." 

" I wonder what it means ! I am very angry." 

" We wonder too, but it can't be helped. 

Here the dialogue ended, for the colts were not 
the only inhabitants of the two stables. In the 
one, with Whitefoot and Silverstar, was a good- 
tempered, middle-aged Welsh pony, known all 
over the cquntry-side as good old Taffy. In the 
other, with Firefly, was an old, half-bred white 
Arabian mare, whose mother had been brought 
from the East. 

Old people who talk to young ones should think 
of the young ones more than themselves. If they 
want to gossip and grumble, and let off vexed 
feelings, let them do it to each other. Life is very 
trying sometimes as age comes on, and those of the 
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same age can understand the feelings of the age, 
and make allowance for the groanings of the natural 
man. But young creatures may easily be led awav 
by a few sad or passionate words, into believing all 
sorts of nonsense. I say, then, let old people un- 
burden their personal feelings to each other, but 
never talk anything but useful sense, or pleasant 
nonsense, to a child. 

Had the old white mare in the stable thought of 
this, it would have been better for Firefly— perhaps, 
at least, he would not have had the same encourage- 
ment to turn out unmanageable which she now 
gave him. For no sooner had he uttered the 
words, " I wonder what it means ! I am very 
angry," to his companions next door, than she 
shook her own halter till the rattle roused his atten- 
tion, and then observed, in a tone of melancholy 
which was of itself auite impressive : — "/ can tell 
you what it means, tut I am afraid when you know 
you will not be less angry than now, but rather 
more." 

Firefly's quick blood ran quicker at the startling 
announcement. 

" Oh, xlear, what makes you say so ? Who can 
you be ?" cried he in excitement. 

" One who ought to know something, if age and 
experience can instnict," answered the sorrowful 
old mare, adding in a lower tone still, "or if un- 
usual opportunities in early life have not been lost 
upon her. " 

** I am almost afraid of hearing, yet suspense is 
intolerable," cried Firefly. ** Where am I? What 
is going to happen ? " 

" You are a prisoner, at the mercy of those who 
shut you up," answered the old mare, to whose 
monotonous existence the power of lashing a yoimg 
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colt up to indignation was rather an amuraag 
novelty. * * It is the first time this has happened to 
you, I suppose ? " 

" It is the first time I was ever made fast in this 
way," groaned Firefly. **If I was ever in an 
enclosure before, it was loose by my mother's side. 
My memory is confiised so far iMick. " 

**I, too, had a mother once," murmured the old 
mare, Egeria ; and her grief in thinking how long 
ago made her pause. 

** Tell me about her,*' exclaimed Firefly ; * * what 
became of her? I want to know," 

" What a tone you speak in," answered Egeria. 
•*You want to know! You fcMrget you are a 
prisoner, and must learn to want nothing but what 
IS given you." 

" I shall never learn that," cried he ; ** and why 
am I a prisoner? tell me that." 

" Because the people you belong to want to make 
you useful — ^useful to tkem, that is." 

"And why must I be useful to them? Why 
may I not please myself as I have done before? 
What are they to me ? " 

" Ask ihemy'' said Egeria, coldly. ".They will 
tell you — masters, superiors." 

** You provoke me," cried Firefly, stamping into 
the straw at his feet. "Tell me why I am here, 
as you promised. My former history is short 
enough, as you shall hear. I — '•' 

" Spare yourself the trouble," interrupted Egeria ; 
" our histories in this country are all alike. We 
are left to ourselves for nearly three years, and are 
taught nothing ; then our superiors get hold of us, 
by fright and force, and in three weeks make us 
learn everything they want." 

" And then ?^' gasped Firefly. 
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"And then it dq^ends upon the people into 
whose hands one falls, whether one is well or ill- 
used." 

"And you hare borne all this in patience?" 
asked Firefly. 

** I had no heart to act otherwise," sighed 
Egeria. "I felt no spirit to resist." 

"But I feel plenty of spirit, and shall resist," 
cried the youi^ chestnut, straining against the 
halter as hard as he could bear, and dashing his 
legs against the sides of the stall, first on one side^ 
then on the other. 

"But what can you do?" whined Egeria, a 
little startled by his violence. 

**Do?" shouted Firefly; "why, 1 shall kick, 
kick, kick ! " And each time he uttered the word 
he struck out against the wooden partition between 
the stalls. Egeria b^an to be alarmed. 

" 1 do not advise it," she said ; "I assure you 
it will do no good. You had better bear it all as 
well as you can." 

"Oh, that is all very well for those who can 
receive it, old lady," exclaimed Firefly : " I can't. 
I can't stand injustice ; and, what's more, I won't. 
Why, my blood is boiling already. Only to think 
of the way they drove us along before they got us 
here. Of course, if I had known, I should never 
have left the field. And the still worse fright 
those men gave me when they all laid hold of me 
and threw this horrible thing over my head ! It's 
all treachery and injustice from beginning to end." 

" Ah ! if we were but in my mother's country ! " 
sighed Egeria. 

"Why, what then?" inquired Firefly. 

*' Oh, my poor young friend, I'm afraid it will 
do more harm than good to tell you," said Egeria ; 
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"yet, if you wish it so very much, I hardly know 
how to reftise." 

The old goose, to consent to tell what she felt 
might do harm ! But she was vain of knowing 
more than other people on the subject, which she 
really did. Besides which, she wanted to stop 
Firefly's kicking and plunging, by holding his 
attention. So said she-— 

"The people there — in the East, I me»n — treat 
young colts quite differently from the people here. 
As soon as ever they can leave their mothers, they 
are brought among the tents, where the men, 
women, and children live, and the women take 
care of them, and feed them, and pet them. So 
they get used to their masters from the first, and 
there is not the fright and horror and startling 
change to go through, which we suffer so much 
from at the end of our first three years ; and so 
the halter, and teaching, and all that sort of thing, 
come much easier — though, of course, restraint is 
restraint everywhere. But for pity's sake don't 
begin to kick again," concluded Egeria, interrupt- 
ing herself at the sound of renewed struggles on 
Firefly's part. " I have been telling you my 
mother's story to keep you quiet." 

"Quiet!" shouted the miserable colt. "I 
won't be quiet, to please anybody. How can I 
be quiet, when I want to get away from this 
savage country, and go to that other one — that 
East you talk of— -where colts are properly ma- 
naged ? " 

" But, my dear young friend, consider — it's too 
late," expostulated Egeria. " You can't begin life 
over again. You really mustn't let your feelings 
run away with you in this foolish way. People 
here don't mean badly, altogether. They are 
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tolerably kind, on the whole ; at least, some of 
them are. They feed you well, as you see ; and 
after you have learnt what they teach, you will be 
glad, though you won't like it while it is going 
on." 

"Then it shan't go on ! " shouted Firefly. "They 
shan't teach me#! I won't learn 1 I won't have their 
food, or their kindness ! If they had brought me up 
properly, I could have submitted as well as any- 
body ; but they have been unjust, and now I won't ! 
I'll do something — I'll go to the East ; and if I 
can't go to the East, I'll kick ! " 

" Oh, hush ! — do, pray, hush ! " said Egeria, 
who, to do her justice, had merely wanted to excite 
a sympathetic grumble, not to rouse a storm. 
"You go much too far, I assure you." 

**You say that, because you have no spirit, you 
poor old creature ! " eVclaimed Firefly. " You 
know you hav'n't — you said so yourself, just now ; 
but that's no rule for me. " 

** If I have not much spirit," remarked Egeria, 
" I may have some sense, and I want you to have 
some too. You can't get away, to begin with — so 
the East is out of the question ; and you cannot 
resist these people to any purpose — so, take my 
advice, submit and have done with it. I can rell 
you, from long experience, that kicking is never of 
any use." 

"Then I shall go on kickirg, out of spite, be- 
cause it's of no use," cried FiK.fly ; and as he an- 
nounced this grand resolution, he broke out all over 
into a profuse sweat from excitement. 

At which moment the stable-door opened, and 
the horse-breaker stepped in. just to have a look 
at the colt ; and after doing so, and observing his 
irritable and uneasy condition, said he to himself. 
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I shall have a good deal of trouble with this 
jne, I*m afraid." 

Now, in saying this, he was making a sort of 
comparison between Firefly and the other two ; 
for he had just> been in the next stable, and seen 
Whitefoet and Silverstar unusually placid and 
quiet — for fresh-caught colts, thai is to say ; no- 
body expects from a kitten the gravity of a cat. 
But what wonder ? Besides that they were greys, 
and therefore easier-tempered by nature than was 
to be expected from a chestnut (for in horses, 
colour and disposition are apt to go together), 
they had been hearing nothing but good advice 
ever since they were shut up — and, what is more, 
they had actually been attending to it ! 

But, then, good old Taffy gave his good old 
advice in such a very pleasant way! "My dear 
friends," cried he, when he heard them plunging 
about in their stalls at first, *'I do feel so sorry 
for you — so very, very sorry — because I know so 
well what you suffer. Just the same was done, 
with me when I was your age. " 

" Oh, how did you bear it ? " asked the colts. 

"Well, well, I was very impatient just at the 
beginning," answered Taffy : " for my Welsh blood 
made me chafe at the confinement, and I was 
alone, and had nobody to explain the meaning of 
it all to me, so it was hard work ; and this makes 
me particularly glad to be here just now to help 
you. I can tell you a great deal that will comfort 
you, and plenty more that will surprise and amuse 
you very much . There are two sides to everything, 
even to things that vex one, I assure you ! But, 
quiet I — quiet ! dear friends, I do beg, continued 
he, as he heard more plunging and shaking of 
halters, " or I shall not be abl^to say another word. " 
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"Wc will be quiet," cried the colts, for they 
liked the idea of being surprised and amused, as 
who does not ? 

Then Taffy told them they were not brought here 
to be tcazed to death, as they had perhaps sup- 
■ posed, but to prepare them for being taught a 
thousand nice things which they would never be 
able to do if they were not taught, and which k 
was immensely jolly to be able to do, when the 
teaching was once over ; and he proceeded to hold 
forth on the pleasures of trotting, cantering, and 
galloping over the country, with a good feed of 
com, a comfortable stable, and a valet to rub one 
down at the end ; as also the delightful excitemenbs 
of racing and hunting, which even he had enjoyed, 
though only as a looker-on ; but he added, that 
they couldn*t have a share in all this, without firsst 
learning to obey their masters, and love them a 
little bit toa 

Whereupon both colts shuddered all over, for 
their horror of the men who had shut them up 
was very great, and love seemed perfectly im- 
possible. 

** Ah ! you can't bear the thought of this, I see," 
cried Taffy. "Well, of course, if it could be, one 
would like to have no master but oneself — eh, my 
friends?" 

To which both Whitefoot and Silverstar agreed, 
with a whinny of satisfaction. 

**But what is the use of fretting oneself, by 
wishing for what can't be?" pursued Taffy. " These 
men anid women are, though I don't know how, 
or why, our masters and superiors, and I know 
from my own experience, that we are happiest 
when we submit to their wishes with a good grace ; 
when we struj^le and resist we are miserable." 
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"But suppose they wish something cruel And 
unjust?" sighed Silverstar. 

* i But who is to decide what is so ? " asked Taffy, 
in return. "Many things seem so that are not; 
your being here against your will, for instance — 
you will l^ so glad about it by-and-bye, when the 
teaching is finished." 

"It is comfortable to hear that," murmured 
Silverstar. 

" Is the teaching itself very unpleasant?" asked 
Whitefoot. 

" Very^^^ cried Taffy at once, at the mere recol- 
lection of it, and the colts shuddered again. " But 
here I am," he continued, "none the worse, and 
all the better, and as happy as possible, with a 
man or woman, or a little child on my back three 
or four times a week, and a pet with all the family. 
Oh ! you have no notion how good-natured these 
men very often are — bringing one tit-bits both in 
the stable and field — ^bresd, or apples, or carrots, 
or clover, which one takes out of meir hands. But . 
for pity's sake don*t b^n kicking again," cried 
he, as he heard them flinging wildly about, at the 
notion of men coming so near. " Why, you surely 
wouldn't kick at kindness? You 'must meet it 
half way, when it*s offered, you foolish fellows, or 
you may live to want it before you die f But, don't 
alarm yourselves ! You won't be able to be on 
these intimate terms with masters and superiors, 
till youVe learnt to be well-mannered and obedient. 
But my experience tells me they are kind when we 
are good ; and where they seem otherwise, I try to 
believe it is because we don't understand the mean- 
ing of what they are doing ; — with superiors one 
can't expect that one should." 

A word spoken in season, how good is it ! The 
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colts grew calmer and calmer as Taffy went on, 
and when, in conclusion, he told them a story 
about a good-natured lady, who used to bring hiui 
handfuls of oats in reward of a pretty trick he 
learnt of opening the stable-door with his nose, 
they half began to believe that these men and 
women weie not, after all, such drt^adful creatures 
as they had supposed. 

And as it was just then that the hoise-breaker 
entered the stable to Ir >k at them, it is not to be 
wondered at that they bore his presence with only 
about half the horro- they would otherwise have 
felt, and so kept tolc» ibly quiet. 

And thus a wec> went on, Taffy encouraging 
them by his own e umple and experience, to bear 
what was coming Arith patience and in hope. 

And he could but speak from his own experience, 
poor Taffy ! Let us trust, then, that in these ** days 
of advance " there are fewer and fewer exceptions 
to the rule, that a docile horse makes a kind 
master. Shame on the master if it does not ! 

It was at the end of the first week that the real 
trial b^an fbr all three colts, and a trial indeed it 
was I They have hard hearts who would deny it. 
Those heavy iron bits forced into the young, tender 
mouths ; so stiff* against their teeth, so cold against 
their flesh, how horrible they were I And the 
bridles that pulled at them, forcing the poor heads 
o turn hither and thither, for mere whim*s sake, 
IS it seemed (for whatever reason there was for it, 
they could not find it out) — what a cruel contri- 
vance ! Then the long whips, which kept ihem at 
one distance all the time, so that, as they were 
forced to move on continually, they had no choice 
but to go round and round in a circle for ever — 
how irritating I My heart bleeds when I think of 
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it, and imagine the two long hours of struggle on 
that first dreadful day. How severe the trial must 
have been to them — must ever be to all I 

Worse still, however, when in the course of a 
few days, the comers of the mouths became sore 
from the pressure of the iron, and there was, for a 
time, the pain' of a raw wound, as well as a day- 
by-day longer time of restraint to endure. — Masters 
and superiors, verily, there is a great responsibility 
in your hands ! Nevertheless, it is not for the colts 
to sit in judgment. 

Now then, how fared the three colts under the 
terrible but, at present, in some way or other, ne- 
cessary training? (For even E^eria could not 
answer Firefly^s maddened inqmries by saying 
that in the East the bit and bridle uid whip can 
be dispensed with.) Well, Whitefoot and Sil- 
verstar set out by intending to submit if possible, 
and therefore they contrived to manage it at last — 
though more or less cheerfully at some times than 
others, and with more or less pain to them- 
selves. 

Firefly, on the contrary, started by a sort of 
resistance-on-principle plan. Wishing to resist, in 
feet, he always found a reason for resisting. If 
people treated him properly he could submit as 
well as any one else, he was sure ; but if they ill- 
used him, what could they expect but that he 
should kick — kick — kick ? And as to what pro- 
per treatment was, he made himself the sole judge. 
Certainly the training process just described was 
not proper, but on the contrary cruel and unjust, 
and accordingly kick, kick, kick he went, when- 
ever it was possible. 

In vain Egeria begged him to forbear, seeing too 
late how much mischief her folly had done. 
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" It is SO senseless to resist when you can't help 
yourself," said she. 

** It is so mean to yield to an unjust necessity !** 
cried he. 

And she dared not contradict herself so far as 
to suggest, that it might not be so unjust as it 
seemed 

** Will you listen to me once more ? " asked she^ 
one day. 

** If you talk sense, yes," replied Firefly, **not 
otherwise, old lady. " 

Egeria sighed; for his pert folly was but a 
stretcl^ed-out shadow of her own. Imperfect judg- 
ments ; judgments formed on half-known grounds ; 
judgments formed by the lesser intelligence con- 
cerning a greater which it cannot comprehend — 
what rebellion and ruin have they not caused \ 

** It is sense, if you have sense to find it out,** 
cried Egeria, sharply. ** It is downright wisdom. 
What I am going to say is truth and fact ** 

** I hear you ; go on," said Firefly, impatiently. 

"Well, if you go on kicking in this manner, every 
time you think you have — I beg your pardon — 
every time you have a reason for kicking, you know 
you will get into such a habit of kicking, that you 
will do it whether you have a reason or not." 

" Shall I ! " shouted Firefly, with contempt 

** Yes, you will though ! ' persisted Egeria, 
vexed alike by his obstinacy and ridicule. " If 
you kick every time you can find or make an ex- 
cuse, you will be very apt to kick on when you 
have none." 

** I have never yet kicked without a reason, old " 
lady, and I don't intend to do so," answered 
Firefly. 

** I know, I know," replied Egeria, ** so far you 

II. H 
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have always proved yourself right to yourself: 
what the horse breaker thinks is another matter. 
But, dear friend, try and believe me, — habits are 
such tremendous things ! If you don't get into a 
habit of giving way, you mayn't be able to give 
way when you want, that's what I am afraid of. 
Those who indulge themselves in kicking at all, 
will sometimes kick when they would give worlds 
to forbear. " 

** How can that happen to me, when I never 
kick without a reason ? cried Firefly. 

At which moment he was fetched from the stable 
for a morning's lesson, and Egeria was left ^o fret 
alone. For fret she did, not being a bad creature 
on the whole, but such an inconsiderate old simpile- 
ton, both in her way of viewing life and talking 
about it to others ! 

And alas I there was but too much cause for 
fretting, when at the end of five weeks Firefly 
remained still untamed— still in the horse breaker's 
hands ! A fortnight ago both Whitefoot and Silver- 
star had taken leave of the place, had finished 
their education with respectability, and gone out 
into the world on their own account. There are 
plenty of good masters to be found for docile, well- 
taught creatures, and they had been picked up at 
once by two neighbouring famihes, and often met 
in their rides, and talked over old times. Egeria 
heard of this from Tafiy, who, from being con- 
stantly out, learnt all the news of the country-side, 
and had once or twice met his friends himself ; and 
it must be owned she regretted Firefly's conduct all 
the more, that slie feared she had had some share 
in it herself. 

When Firefly was led out of the stable after 
Egeria had spoken, he had, fpr a few minutes, a 



Digitized by 



Google 



misgiving that there might be some truth in what 
she had said. But the first crack of the horse 
breaker's whip made his heart as hard as ever. 
He had accustomed himself for so long to look 
upon it, and him, and the whole affair, as a system 
of barbarous injustice, that he could not have rid 
himself of the notion without a strong effort, and 
there was one great difficulty to his making it — 
namely, that he must acknowledge himself to have 
been in the wrong before. And alas I he did not 
make it ; and so another week went on, at the end 
of which the horse breaker lost patience, and told 
Firefly's owner he was a hopeless kicker, and a 
very ill-conditioned animal as to temper, thoagh 
otherwise with many good points, and a valuable 
beast. 

It was not very pleasant news to the owner, but 
Firefly was so handsome in appearance, and more- 
over, so strong and able to work, that he was 
undertaken at last by a very fearless young squire, 
who cared for little but pace and beauty, had a seat 
like a rock, put his faith in a strong curb, and had 
no scruple in using his spurs. 

What Firefly underwent in his hands I do not 
wish to describe, though, even there, if he would 
but have submitted, his fate would not have been 
bad, for if the master loved galloping, so did Firefly 
himself. But again and again he would refuse to 
obey the curb, if it checked or turned him suddenly 
when his face was set elsewhere ; and then like an 
instinct came the impulse to kick, kick, kick ! and 
he followed it. For an hour sometimes the two 
would battle together — the spur and the whip and 
the curb, against that insane determination to kick, 
kick, kick ! And as to be conquered by main force 
and exhaustion is not to be reformed. Firefly was 
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led away bleeding and foam-covered to his stable^ 
as savage as when he left it, and still repeating the 
old strain, **If people treat me properly, I can 
submit as well as any one else ; but it they don't, 
what can they expect but that I shall kick, kick, 
kick ? " Like the horse breaker's whim of driving 
him roimd in an everlasting circle, seemed the 
young squire's whim of checking him, and turning 
him round when he didn't expect it, and wanted to 
go straight on. He kicked, therefore, strictly on 
principle, and all the more when the injustice was 
enforced by the spur and the lash. So the squire 
got tired of his purchase, and Firefly was sold again; 

But this time to a very knowing hand, a country 
doctor, who after trying different plans in turn — 
low feed and good feed, kindness and severity, and 
finding both unsuccessful, took him back to the 
horse breaker. ** He seems very hopeless at pre- 
sent," remarked he ; ** he kicks for nothing. But 
there is one more chance. Break him in for har- 
ness. Kicking-straps will perhaps bring him to 
his senses. At any rate try ; he has many good 
qualities, and is a fine fellow. I hope he'll do 
well." 

The horse breaker shook his head, and led Fire- 
fly back to his old stable. Another colt occupied 
his former stall, but there were still two vacant. He 
was led into the middle one, and before nightfall 
Egeria was brought into the third. 

Firefly told his story at length, and was too 
eager to hear Egeria's shuflles of impatience. * * How 
unfortunate some people are I" observed she, when 
he ended ; but there was a slight mockery in her 
tone. 

** /have been so all along," said he, ** I beliere 
i am fated to ill-usage. " 



Digitized by 



Google 



KICKING, loi 

** People always are who will go nobody's wav 
but their own," was Egeria*s answer ; ** why don t 
you do what is wanted ? Go the way your master 
pulls you, and give up fighting for your own." 

'* If people treat me properly, I can submit — " 

" Oh, do stop ! " cried Egeria ; " I've heard that 
much too often. You never do submit." 

** Because they never — " 

** Oh, they, they, they ! Would they be masters, 
if you, and not they, were to lead the way ? " 

"Oh, as to masttrSf perhaps I have my own 
opinion," cried Firefly ; ** I wonder who has been 
master of the two / have had ? But no matter 
about that I could have borne leading, but I 
wouldn't be dragged. It was the curb and 
spurs and whip of that young squire I kicked 
against." 

** And of your last master, the doctor, when he 
was kind ? " asked Egeria. 

** He wasn't always kind," muttered Firefly. 

" But when he was ? " insisted the old mare. 

" Fool I " murmured Firefly, between his teeth ; 
" was I likely to go his fidgety way— stopping at 
one house, then at another ; no sooner started than 
having to stop ; twisted down one lane and up 
another, never having a good run all the time ; I, 
who had galloped over half a country-side in a 
momin? vrith the squire ? Kick 1 why who 
wouldn t kick at a life like that ? '* 

** It is as I feared," exclaimed Egeria. *' Any- 
body who wants to kick, can find a reason for it, 
of course." And she spoke not another word, for 
she did not understand the matter to the bottom, as 
Taffy did ; and so her way of argument was not 
convincing. 

The first thing in the morning, however. Firefly 
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spoke to her. He had a question to ask. Did she 
know what kicking'Straps were? Perfectly ; what 
made him want to know ? 

He repeated what the doctor had said. 

** Capital !" said Egeria. "If you are put Into 
those you will never be able to kick again. 

" We shall see about that," groaned Firefly, 
grinding Tiis teeth, as if he were champing oats. 
"Masters — masters — ^masters, indeed ! . . ." 

In which state of mind he was taken out, two 
hours afterwards, put into kicking-straps, and had 
his first lesson of going in harness. The plan 
answered at first ; but this was only while the shock 
of surprise and helplessness lasted. Still, being 
rather less wild, the horse breaker returned him as 
" fit for harness, if driven in kicking-straps ;" and 
Egeria twitted him when he left her, as being " fairly 
caught at last." ** We shall see about that," tfiut- 
tered Firefly, fuming to himself, as the doctor drove 
him home. But the kicking-straps were amazingly 
strong, and he restrained himself. Neverlheliess, 
the first principles of submission had not entered 
his head, and Egeria's folly and ridicule had done 
all that an unwise friend could do to confuse the 
truth. 

The truth? Ah, we can only get at that by 
sitting in our neighbour's chair, and looking with 
his eyes. Had Firefly done this, he would have 
known why the kicking-straps were added to his 
harness, and have laid the blame on the right 
shoulders. As it was, he laid the blame on the 
doctor, and considered himself the victim of in- 
justice. 

So^ one unlucky day, after a round of rather 
tiresome visiting, a very slight correction for im- 
patience set his blood working; and, without 
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dunking either of kicking-straps or consequences, 
he took the bit between his teeth, laid his ears 
down, close to his head, muttering, " Masters, in- 
deed !" to himself, and pulling madly at the reins, 
dashed at full speed down the narrow country-lane. 
They stopped him at last at a turnpike-gate, and as 
the kicking-straps had given way soon after he 
started, lie concluded the day's work by smashing 
the spliash board to pieces, his master escaping with 
difficulty. 

So he was sent back to the market-town, and 
re-sold. 

It is impossible to pursue him through all his 
adventures ; they were all, so to speak, variations 
upon the same set of notes — the battle of authority 
with one who refused to acknowledge its claims. 
A miserable struggle, whether of man or beast ; 
whether against the powers ordained of God, or 
the God of power Himself ; whether breaking out 
into open contest, or indulged in by inward re- 
pining. 

At last, poor Firefly fell into the hands of a 
regular horse-dealer, who forwarded him to a 
neighbourhood where his tricks were not known, 
and after some weeks of low diet and constant 
work, sold him (more shame for the fact) to a quiet 
country clergyman, for a birthday present to his 
daughter, just bursting into the beauty of girl- 
hood. 

Now, by this time, our friend Firefly had had 
experience enoi^h to discover that his habit of op- 
position was constantly bringing him into trouble. 
And though he was not sick of the bad habit, he 
was decidedly sick of the trouble, and every now 
and then was vexed with himself for giving way to 
iL And now and then be recalled Egeria's words. 
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•* ITiose who indulge themselves in kicking at all, 
will sometimes kick when they would give worlds 
to forbear." Still, he could not remember a single 
case in which lie had kicked without a very good 
reason — as it seemed to him : — so he assured him- 
self at least, and tried to forget that Egeria had 
also said, *' Anybody who wants to kick can find 
a reason fbr kicking, of course ! " 

Now at last, however, came Firefly's haWon 
days. What more could heart of horse desire than 
to belong to a gentle young girl, who was ready to 
love him, not only as her servant, but companion 
and fHend? Egeria's tales of Eastern kindness 
came back to his mind again and again, as his new 
mistress brought him delicate morsels which she 
would fain have him eat from her hand ; and when, 
as was generally the case, he could not overcome 
his repugnance, but started back from her caresses, 
all she said was, the poor fellow was nervous and 
shy ; perhaps — who knew ?— he had at some time 
or other been harshly used. 

**This is as it should be," remarked Firefly ;% 
and he began to think better than ever of himself. 
The few misgivings he had lately had went to sleep. 
*Vwas right, and not Egeria, thought he, as he 
bore his light burden over her favourite haunt, the 
Downs, ** I was right and Egeria wrong. I told 
her I had never kicked without a reason, and never 
should. It was nonsense about not being able to 
leave off." 

And so he really believed, till, alas ! the renewed 
good living brought back the impatience as well as 
Are into his blood, and what had he to restrain 
them with, who had not got the law in his heart ? 
There followed one other week of self-confidence 
and enjoyment, and then . . . 
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• . . She was not in the least to blame — that 
beautiful young girl who had been so kind to him. 
He admitted this even to himself, when he saw 
her stretched at his feet ; the eyes that had looked 
so kindly at him, closed ; the rich black hair sur- 
rounding the white cheeks and forehead like a pall 
— the groom so horror-struck when he came up, 
that he never thought of even laying hold of Fire- 
fly's bridle. 

They had been out for a morning ride on the 
Downs, and she had wished to canter. For a day 
or two past, some evil spirit (evil spirits are so in- 
genious) had been whispering in his ear, that to be 
patronized was all very well, if it were not another 
form of unjust restraint. Masters ? had he not 
proved himself the master in every case yet ? And 
so he had done here— here, where, as Egeria had 
prophesied, he would have given worlds to forbear. 
Now rose before him the only half-valued tender- 
ness, the anxiety for his daily comfort, the little 
personal sacrifices in his favour, and this as the 
conclusion ; that because the canter had been pro- 
longed, and she had wished to rest, and so checked 
him with the bridle, the old habit had proved too 
strong for him, and prompted him to kick, kick, 
kick !— and he had kicked till she was stretched 
at his feet. . . . 

More than an hour passed, and Firefly stood by 
her still. Stood in the same spot, seeing the same 
sight, without care to go his own way, now that 
he might have done it at wilL 

And then came the trampling of feet, horses, 
and other men, and among them all a father in 
the first agony of despair. But no one noticed 
Firefly — he was nothmg to his masters then, 
and so he stood on there like a horse of marble. 
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ill the same old place, looking at what he had 
done. 

But presently some one who had been touching 
her wrist and had sprinkled her with water, whis- 
pered, ** She is coming to herself! " 

And -it was true. Firefly's mistress had been 
stunned and one arm was hurt, but she awoke 
again to life ; and when the poor father had wept 
out his joy on her neck, and she had looked up, 
she smiled to see so near them the creature who 
had caused this evil. Yes, there he stood, and his 
eye watched hers, as it first glanced at him, and 
then fixed on her father's face anxiously, while she 
murmured, " Pr6mise me one thing, dear father. 
Let poor Firefly go to Rarey to be cured." 

Masters? — T/iey may well be masters and supe- 
riors, in whom the abiding spirit of forgiveness 
and love is triumphant ! So Firefly was taken to 
Rarey ; but what then happens to horses must be 
fooked for in other books. This does not contain 
an argument on the merits of the different methods 
of horse breaking ; only thus much as regards 
Rarey's process is the turning point of the tale. 
The object aimed at is the subjection of the will, 
not merely the control of the body, — the full and 
complete recognition of the mastership and superi- 
ority of man. This, and this only, is what is 
wanted when the legs are tied up, and struggles 
rendered powerless by force, so that the indignant 
Animal is brought through exhaustion of bddf to 
submission of feeling. He has plunged, he has 
kicked, he has reared, for hours together, if he will 
have it so ; but the man stands by him unscathed, 
unruffled, and still kind : — his inaster and superior 
—the terrible discipline proves it ; but still kind — 
.md the kindness proves it too. 
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All this Firefly went through ; and when the 
Rarey-breaker "gentled" him all over his miser 
able fiv'ame, as he lay panting and overpowered on 
the sawdust, conquered and convinced at last, all 
his mistakes and misconceptions of other people 
came before him, as plainly as if Taffy himself had 
spoken them ; so plainly, that he wondered at him- 
self. But remembering his old and all-too-firmly- 
adhered-to resolution to kick, kick, kick, wh«never 
he was vexed, a fresh outbreak of perspiration 
astonished the breaker so much, that he ** gentled" 
and soothed the troubled spirit more and more ten- 
derly, till Firefly could think of nothing like it but 
the father and daughter comforting each other on 
the Downs, that terrible day of his guilt. 

And thus at last, he learnt that it was possible 
for submission and love and happiness to go hand 
in hand together. Firefly was cured. 

And then he was taken back to a home whic)i 
he helped in his degree, however humble, to make 
what a home should be;— a circle in which ani- 
mals, superior and inferior, should all work to- 
gether, each after its measure and kind, for the 
comfort and pleasure of all. 

At last, therefore, he gave a willing obedience 
to every touch of his dear young lady's rein ; and 
yet he feared her no longer as before ; and yet he 
loved her more ! Which is a great mystery, but 
the world repeats it in a thousand forms. 

Animals under man— servants under masters — 
children under parents — wives under husbands — 
men under authorities — nations under rulers — all 
under God, — it is the same with all :— in obedience 
of will is the only true peace. 

Happy the colts who learn submission without 
a lifetime of personal struggle ! Happy the men 
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and women who find in the lesser obediences a 
practice-field of the greater ; for assuredly the 
words of Egeria are true: "Those who indulge 
themselves in kicking at all, will sometimes kick 
when they would give worlds to forbear." 
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"And others' follies teach us not. 
Nor much their wisdom teaches* 

And most, of sterling worth, is what 
Our own experience preaches." 

Tennyson. 




|VER the old church-tower passed the 
rooks, on their way from the neighbour- 
ing trees, cawing into the fresh morning 
air as they went. Dew hung yet upon 
every stone of the building, — on the bits of moss 
and grass which time had suffered to creep over or 
between them, here and there, — on the edges of 
the tombs below. There was no one astir at this 
early hour of an autumn day to speak to or inter- 
rupt the dark-eyed Geronimo, as he strode hur- 
riedly up the pathway to the porch, the church- 
keys dangling from his hand, and slightly clanking 
against each other as he stepped. 

Behind him followed a rough-haired country lad, 
"but at a little distance, and silent. He had a stick 
in his hand, however, with which he began to 
whisk off the wet from the grass blades of the 
graves on each side the path ; but at one turn and 
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glance from (Jeronimo, he desisted. Soon the key 
was in the lock, the bolt had turned, grating, back ; 
the heavy door was pushed open, the shock echoing 
through the building; and GeroAmo and little 
Roger, the mason's son, his companion, were walk- 
ing up the aisle ; on one side of which, at the 
upper end, in a small transept, stood the organ 
and choir-seats. 

Let me recall that lonely village, nestling in a 
narrow valley on the borders of Southern Wales, 
traversed by a rapid streamlet, which ran through 
it like a silver thread ; rich in orchards, embosomed 
in ancient trf es, where rooks had built their nests 
for generations ; where the cuckoo's voice rever- 
berated from surrounding hills. At one extremity 
was the church, at the other the quiet vicarage ; 
so that the flock were wont to watch about their 
doorways for the passing by of the Pastor to his 
sacred office, that mey might follow and enter with 
him into the ark of the visible church on earth, he 
leading them on their way. It was a pretty cus- 
tom and a pleasant sight ; there was a tone of loyal 
respect and trust about it, which social progress 
has. It is to be feared, some tendency to disturb. 

Let me recall the old Pastor himself, in his 
happy, scholarly simplicity ; the serenity of sub- 
mission on his face, for he had undei^one a life's 
long grief. Let me recall him in the days when 
the time was drawing near for the silver chord to 
be broken, and when his visions brought him closer 
and closer to the day of re-union with his dearly- 
loved Italian wile, who had died when their only 
child, Geronimo, was but five years old. 
* And Geronimo was now his father's Curate ; a 
youth fresh from the schools ; energetic, enthusi- 
astic, determined even to self-will, a worshipper of 



Digitized by 



Google 



IMPERFECT INSTRUMENTS. 113 

system and order ; one who had taken for his motto 
the words of the poet : 

" because right is right, to follow right 
Were wisdom in the scorn of consequence." 

The father, on the other, hand, past middle age, 
was old for his years, for the fire of his spirit had 
died out ; but the power of his intellect remained 
unaltered, as is often the case in fine natures ; and 
an originally widely-educated judgment grew wider 
and gentler as the river of his life widened out to 
the everlasting sea. He doubted about his son's 
motto, therefore, as a universal rule of life. It had 
to be considered, said he, whether the ** right " you 
followed, or the " consequence " you scorned, was 
of the greater vital importance. There was a right 
and a wrong — he once added as a homely illustra- 
tion — in the way of cutting a pencil ; but if you 
had to deal with a weak-leaded one, which would 
not bear long shoulders without breaking, it was 
better to cut it with short shoulders than waste it 
altogether. If he had to choose a motto himself, 
it must be from the broader teaching of St. Paul. 

Geronimo listened in impatience. He thought 
his father's argument a letting down of principle, 
the homely illustration trivial, and with regard to 
St. Paul, everybody knew that texts could be found 
to support almost anything. ^ 

It stood thus, then, that the father admired the 
son for his strength of purpose and purity of in- 
tention, yet sometimes wondered what his future 
would be ; but that the son never properly appre- 
ciated the father, except for his amiability to hin>- 
self. He thought him a kind but feeble old man, 
behindhand in the lights of the day. 

And it was true that while Gerommo had passed 
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from school to college, his father had remained in 
the narrow valley ; and while the kaleidoscope of 
public opinion was presenting fresh combinations of 
thought and feeling to the gaze and admiration of 
the ardent young, the old man was out of the circle 
of their influence, and judged of them afar off with 
the mind of a philosopher. 

It was, perhaps, a rash arrangement that Gero- 
nimo should have come to be his father's curate ; 
but he had made the offer, and the old man had 
accepted it withlears of joy. There was, in fact, 
between them a strong natural affection, overruling 
all theoretical differences of opinion, as well as a 
strong sense of parental and filial duty. There was 
also, perhaps, some hope on both sides of influenc- 
ing each other for good ; and there was, moreover, 
the unspokerf bond of common interest in one 
grave. 

The triangular white marble slab on the chancel- 
wall of the church bore upon it a name which to 
both father and son was still the dearest name upon 
earth, " Maria Maddalena : " — to the old man natu- 
rally so, who through so many years had lifted up 
weary, loving eyes to the golden letters in which it 
was traced, travelling in spirit to that heaven of 
heavens whither the taper central angle of the 
tablet continually pointed. 

And the son had his own recollections — dim ones 
o£ old embraces from that mother who had so soon 
passed away— vivid ones of looking upwards to that 
tablet from his seat in church ever since he was a 
child — of gazing on the shining words, and the 
shining emblems above them, the palm branches, 
the cross, and the star, until their glitter first 
dazzled and then brought tears to his eyes. Had 
he tried, by gazing, to get nearer to the bearer of 
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that golden name — the mother, whom every mother- 
less child feels to want so much ? Had he hoped 
to charm her back, he knew not whence, to comfort 
him, he knew not how ? 

He could not have answered himself. Children 
do and feel many things of which they can give no 
account, and the why, matters so little in compari- 
son with the fact. 

Enough that the long-cherished habit of love to 
the pure white marble slab remained as firm in 
Geronimo's heart, as if he had been able to reason 
about its propriety, and justify it by argument. 

Judge, then, what he must have suffered, when, 
on his first coming to the place as curate, he felt 
it his duty to ask permission of his father to have 
that tablet removed to some other part of the 
church ! 

Let us go back to that time, some nine months 
before the opening of my story, for it was the be- 
ginning of Geronimo's practical troubles. 

It was a painful scene that took place ; Gero- 
nimo's voice trembled as he made the request, and 
his father's heart- wrung " Never ! " was followed 
by a silence equally distressing to both. Then the 
old man asked for reasons, and the young one gave 
them. The kaleidoscope had brought certain pro- 
prieties into full observation which had for some 
time been unnoticed — there was no doubt abou 
that. The tablet was on a wall within the com 
munion rails ; it would have been better elsewhere 
Private memorials were inappropriate there. Ge 
ronimo thought them inappropriate in the church 
any^'here— the father disputed this— it was the ark 
of the dead as well as of the living ; but were the 
matter to be done over again, he would place the 
stone without the rails in preference ; as it was, 
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there was no vital principle involved— no suffi- 
cient reason, therefore, for the desecrating act of 
removal. 

The son returned to the argument. His father 
had admitted the objection ; was it not then clearly 
an act of duty to sacrifice personal feeling to the 
example of right— whether the right were small or 
great ? 

"Measure me the measure of the right," cried 
the troubled father, "as compared with the impres- 
sions it will cause. You cannot drive straight lines 
through life without knocking over good feelings 
as well as bad ones, and woe to those who knock 
down what little there is of good in the world ! " 

" The right way is a narrow way," replied the 
son ; "to trim to the prejudices of the ignorant is 
to sacrifice principle to man-pleasing." There was 
more said in the shape of argument than needs to 
be repeated here — let every one fight the matter out 
as he will. On the following day, the father had 
come to a resolution. 

"When I am gone," said he to his son, " and 
my name is added to hers on the tablet, you may 
remove it to where you will ; and even now, if, on 
hearing this, you remain offended, you may remove 
it at once. I warn you, however, that it is my 
belief your doing so will cause evil rather than 
good among those whose souls* health you are 
bound to consider. You cannot get them to un- 
derstamd your motives, and they will abominate the 
act. What you lose will be far more, therefore, 
than what you will gain. Of my personal feelings 
I say nothing. On that point I suspect we suffer 
together. Now, then, do as you please." 

If the father hoped, by yielding a point so try- 
ing to himself, to set Geronimo an example of 
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giving way, he deceived himself. Geronimo did 
not accept what he said as an example, but as an 
acknowledgment of an error that needed rectifying. 
About any consequences to other people he refused 
to think at all. Consequences were nothing in 
matters of duty and principle. 

So he went to Roger, the village-mason, ex- 
plained what he wanted, and gave his orders, an- 
nouncing his intention of coming himself to assist. 
But the man stared in astonishment. " You ben*t 
in earnest surely, sir?" said he. ** Surely you*re 
never going to pull down your own mother's tomb- 
stone? Why, it'll break the old gentleman's heart 
— and she such a woman as she was ! " 

" My father has given his consent," said Gero- 
nimo, annoyed, but not betraying the smallest im- 
patience. 

Roger the mason shook his head, and took up a 
tool he had laid down, as if intending to return to 
his work. 

" You'll excuse me, Mr. Geronimo ; you've, 
maybe, persuaded him to it. Young people will 
be young people, I know," remarked Roger; 
"though it's a downright miracle to me vthy you 
should want to do it — you, the lady's only son ; and 
such a lady as she was ! " 

** It's out of no disrespect to my mother, I assure 
you," expostulated Geronimo. 

** I should think not, indeed !" interrupted -the 
mason. 

"But," continued Geronimo, "we have all to 
sacrifice personal feelings, you know, in matters of 
right and wrong." 

Geronimo paused ; but the mason was silent — 
he had no idea what was meant. 

" Or where there is a question of propriely in 
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the treatment of holy places,** continued the youth ; 
but still the mason stared at him in silence. 

** You don*t understand me, I think,'* said 
Geronimo. 

** I'm free to own I don't, "answered the mason. 

" Will you let me come in and explain myself?" 
asked the young man. 

" Your father's son is welcome in my house at 
any time ! " cried Roger, who had at last got hold 
of an idea he could fully understand j and leading 
the way along a narrow passage, he ushered his 
guest into a small parlour, to which he presently 
called his wife down, having asked permission for 
her to share in what Mr. Geronimo was going to 
say. 

But let Mr. Geronimo say what he would, neither 
of his hearers succeeded in comprehending him, 
though, to do them justice, they tried. There they 
sat, the mason holding his cap in both hands be- 
tween his knees, slightly stooping, but looking up 
at Geronimo from time to time ; his wife bolt up 
right, and never taking her eyes off him for a second. 
And still they didn't understand ! Tliey had two 
or three ideas of t^jeir own in their heads, it is true, 
which were adverse to Mr. Geronimo's arguments, 
and perhaps darkened their powers of comprehen- 
sion. **The Mrs.," as they called her, had been 
an angel on earth, if ever there was one, and no 
place could be too good for her stone, they were 
sure, for wasn't she herself in heaven? — at least, 
who would ever get there if she wasn't there ? And 
the poor dear gentleman had stood under it every 
Sunday ever since she was taken, and who'd have 
the heart to deprive him of the comfort of feeling 
her so near ? If that stone were to be taken away, 
they shouldn't have him there much lon^^er— Mr. 
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Geronimo might depend upon that I Roger's good 
woman declared she wouldn't see the poor old gen- 
tleman standing there alone, as if he'd never had a 
wife, for all the world, if she could help it. — ^Take 
down his own mother's tombstone ! as if her name- 
wasn't a credit anywhere, and a good example into 
the bargain, — Mr. Geronimo couldn't be thinking 
of what he was saying ! And Roger protested that 
if he never had another job in all his life, he 
wouldn't have this. But Mr. Geronimo was young, 
put ill the wife, and hadn't come to his feelings ; he 
would think better of it presently. They wished 
him a very good morning, and hoped he would cail 
agam. 

Mr. Geronimo bit his lips as he left the house. 
Learning ! — authority! — what had become of them? 
What had he done with them ? What could he have 
done with them against such stolid country heads ? 
Entirely spoilt into the bargain, thought he — the 
fruit of takmg things easy. There was but one hope 
of cure — to go the way you tliought right, and leave 
such people to get reconciled to it as they could. 
Explanation and reasoning ! — ^he was ashamed of 
having tried them. The people had treated him 
like a child. 

So he crossed the hills next morning, and rode 
ten miles, to the nearest town, where he engaged a 
marble-mason to come over and remove the tablet. 
But Sunday intervened, and as it chanced, his 
father was ill, and he had to stand in his place 
under the tablet in the chancel. And all at once, 
while there, there flashed into his mind one, at any 
rate, of the words which Roger the mason had 
spoken — quite an unreasonable word, be it granted, 
but reason, even in tlie most reasoning men, is not 
always a match for feeling, and Geronimo was sud- 
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denly unnerved. The Gospel for the day contained 
the brief, pathetic history of the widow of Nain '; 
and crossed as all the incidents were, — for he was 
the only son of a yet living father, and it was the 
mother who was dead — every word seemed to touch 
his case, and he had a sensation as if the Maria 
Maddalena of his childhood was looking down over 
his head from the tablet he was preparing to remove. 
He actually shuddered. What if his father were 
about to die too ? 

Yet, what really overwhelmed him, little as he 
knew it, was the contrast which made itself felt be- 
tween the hardness of his own attempted system and 
the. sympathy which breathed out of the Gospel 
page. The Saviour had driven the money-changers 
from the temple, it is true, with the hand of indig- 
nant power; but there was no question of the 
world s vile desecrating traffic in that still marble 
monument on the wall. Geronimo did not think 
it all out then, nor till long afterwards, but in steel- 
ing himself to set a point of— let it be granted — 
ecclesiastical propriety above the much weightier 
matter of human sympathy, and a regard for moral 
results on .others, he had followed the Pharisees of 
old, rather than Him who imposed none but neces- 
sary burdens on the tremulous human mind. 

Nevertheless his resolution had received a shock, 
and he was up betimes next morning to meet the 
marble-mason on his way. He had altered his in- 
tentions, he told him, with respect to the tablet, 
but there was another little matter of restoration 
in the church which he wished him to undertake. 
And now Geronimo breathed freely again, and met 
his father at breakfast with an easy mind. He 
therefore spoke quite cheerfully of the proposed 
restoration of a Knight Templar s tomb, which had 
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long been in disorder, and alluded to the marble- 
mason from the town as being there. 

A cry from his father interrupted him. 

"Geronimo !— that marble- mason ! — have you 
really had the heart to—" Here breath failed the 
old man, and he turned very pale. 

" No, no ! " cried Geronimo, passionately, for he 
knew what was meant. 

" It is well," murmured the father. ** I gave you 
leave, I know ; but, Geronimo, I doubt if I could 
have borlie it One gets weaker as one gets older ; 
and, with weak people as with ignorant ones, the 
grasshopper is sometimes a burden." 

If Geronimo could but have recollected this ! 
But he had s«jn so little of life and the world him- 
self, that he could scarcely help being one-sided and 
narrow-minded ; and as he would not avail himself 
of his father's wider knowledge, what remained but 
to make mistakes ? 

So priding himself on an inflexible firmness in 
matters of ** principle," however small, he con- 
founded toother things indifferent and important ; 
did even wise ones foolishly ; and attempted others 
which were neither wise, nor worth a hundredth 
part of the offence they created, 

** We are to * be hated of all men for His name's 
sake,' " quoted he, in justification of the course he 
was pursuing. 

** His name's sake ! " I dare not record the tri- 
vialities he dignified upon that sacred ground. 

But on one or two points the father interfered 
authoritatively, and then domestic disagreement 
arose. Now Geronimo had thought scorn of Roger 
the mason for not yielding to his better knowledge 
and authoritative position, as a matter of course. 
Yet here, where to the coonsellor was added 
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father as well as priest, and to the knowledge of the 
schools the broader experiences of a long and varied 
life, it came quite natural to this mere lad by com- 
parison, to think, and betray the thought, that he 
kwaw a thousand times the better of the two. 
Verily, if a little of the old heathen respect for the 
wisdom of grey hairs had been added to his theo- 
logical dog^mas, Geronimo's Christianity would not 
have suflfered. 

"And a man's foes shall be they of his own. 
household," murmured the old man to himself in 
the bitterness of his heart, as he wondered whether 
it would not soon be his duty to send this his only 
son from his side. For how could he be justified 
in letting the clouds of miserable parties and party 
feelings gather into a storAi ? 

But now Geronimo, too, awoke to the fact that 
such a storm threatened. The gossip spread on 
every side that father and son did not always agree, 
and the flock were not likely to be unanimous. 
The wicked natural man loves contest ; the weak 
natural man loves excitement. An expression of 
partisanship to himself, coupled with disrespect 
for his father, awoke Cieronimo to a sense <h his 
position, if it did not explain his mistake. And 
on looking further round, his tender conscience 
was grieved. The old confidence was broken up, 
the old love was failing — whether with or without 
a reason was not the question now. What could 
be the cause ? What was the remedy ? Perhaps he 
had been too busy with his plans and changes to 
have made himself as much a personal friend as was 
desirable. He redoubled his exertions and visits, 
endeavoured to conciliate on all sides ; but, some- 
how, something was wanting. If from long habit 
a good many still came out to follow himself and 
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his father to church, they dkl so at a greater and 
greater distance. Only a few came up now to claim 
the friendly greeting, which he remembered as 
part of the Sunday's intercourse in the days of his 
childhood Geronimo was puzzled. 

Yet, if the kaleidoscope had but brought round, 
for contemplation, that crystal from the wisdom of 
St. Paul, "Destroy not him with thy meat for 
whopi Christ died, he would have known the 
cause of estrangement, and how to apply a cure. 
As it was, an idea at once bright and kind struck 
him, and he lost no time in carrying it out with zeal. 

Geronimo was musical — he had been so from 
childhood upwards— had introduced better music 
as well as greater beauty into the venerable old 
church ; and for both these things the people were 
grateful, as they ought to be. 

He would make use of this happily universal 
feeling ; he would give a treat to high and low — 
would have a festival ; they should keep holiday 
with singing and gladness and feasting ; and the 
day should be his father's birthday. He would 
dispel the dreadful and mischievous idea that the 
house to which all the parish looked for example 
was divided against itself ! 

Never was a happier thought struck out ! It fur- 
nished occupation for hearts, and minds, and hands; 
and the old folks, who could do nothing but talk, 
had a harmless subject of conversation. * * Eh dear, 
then, Mr. Geronimo and his father were as friendly 
as ever ! It had all been a mistake about their not 
agreeing. Eh, how pleased the old gentleman 
looked, to be sure, when he called, here and there, 
to ask them if they were going to get ready ! Why, 
he was helping everybody to trim themselves up in 
their best for the grand supper there was to be at 
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the end. And on the old gentleman's birthday, 
and all ! It was something to think of ! They were 
glad!" 

And so they were ; but so also, only more deeply 
so, were father and son, for they felt reunited. 

And now the time drew near, and only one small 
contradiction had aiisen. The organ was not so 
perfectly in tune as to please Geronimo's delicate 
ear ; and when, nearly at the last moment, he wrote 
over for the one organ-builder of the distant town, 
he found, to his dismay, that the man was absent, 
and would be so till the day after the festival. 

The evil was slight, and the father entreated 
Geronimo to be satisfied : so few would discover 
the imperfection. But Geronimo could not rest ; 
his passionate love of order was offended ; and it 
must be owned that the instinct is a good one. 
" In the beginning," the will of God brought an 
organized world out of elemental confusion. In the 
end, we hope He will bring harmony into the dis- 
cordant world of spirits. And in the present life 
men may, each one in his degree, lalK)ur to the 
same good end. It is both their privilege and their 
duty to do so. Lawyers, physicians, statesmen, 
inen of science, and, above all, divines, undertake 
to do it by their very professions. Entangled 
claims, diseased bodies, disturbed nations, compli- 
cated physical laws and distressed souls, all need 
the peace that comes with being ordered, aright 
In Geronimo the instinct was almost a passion ; but 
of the judicious application of means to the blessed 
end, he did not know a great deal more than of how 
to bring the organ of the village church into the 
desired perfection of tune. 

Nevertheless, he knew something of that, for he 
]iad been present when the organ-builder had tuned 
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the instrument before, had observed the process of 
widening or narrowing the mouths of the pipes in 
order to change their tone, and had since ventured 
on correcting a defective note or two himself. 
What was to hinder him from tuning the whole of 
them now, if he could but ascertain the order in 
which the guiding scale of notes was made perfect? 
To bring all the rest into unison with that would 
be no difficulty, for he could perfectly trust his ear. 
The difficulty was, to get at the first principles of 
the matter. The youth who played the or^an when 
Geronimo's duties precluded his assistance, knew 
nothing of the subject. 

But Geronimo would not be baffled. The day 
before the festival he crossed the hills to the town, 
and called at a musical-instrument maker's shop. 
Could they give him, he asked, the succession of 
notes by which organs were tuned ? 

Mr. Somebody asked Mr. Somebody-else, and 
there was a reference to an authority through a 
door. The shopman, who was left behind, eyed 
Geronimo askance. Was he in their line of 
business? he wondered. Presently the other 
man returned, and presented him with a bit of 
music-paper, on which twenty notes were marked 
down. 

"These are the notes, sir,** said he, rather 
coolly, as if he, too, half suspected a rival ; * * the 
same as for a pianoforte — as, of coui-se, you know," 
he added, with a half-inquiring look. 

Geronimo disliked familiarity, and gave a half- 
impatient nod. 

**Mr. desired me to say, with his compli- 
ments, sir," continued the messenger, **he sup- 
posed you're aware it's a difficult business, organ- 
tuning, to any one that hasn't practised it." 
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** Has your master practised it? " inquired Ge- 
ronimo, v/ith a new hope. 

** Oh, no, sir," replied the man, who himself did 
duty as master the other side of the door ; " we're 
pianoforte tuners only, sir. " 

"What does the fool mean?" thought Gero- 
nimo, as he walked away. **A difficult business 
it may be to a man without an ear, but easy enough 
otherwise, with the clue in his hand. Thauik Hea- 
ven, there is the comfort of certainty in dealing 
with material things ! Fixed laws, and fixed re- 
sults ! Not that everlasting trimming and yielding, 
which leave every work one undertakes imperfect 
at last I " 

As Geronimo mused thus, and read over the 
clearly-defined system by which his organ was to 
be brought into that harmonious order which we 
call ** being in /«««»," he almost felt that an organ- 
builder's business was a more satisfactor)' one than 
a clergyman's. 

There was still the little brass cone, used for 
widening or contracting the pipes, to be obtained ; 
but this he asked for at the organ-builder's estab- 
lishment — no remark passing there on what it 
was wanted for ; and then Geronimo hurried 
home. 

And now it will be understood what took the 
young curate to the church so early, on the morn- 
ing of that autumn festival-day. He had begim, 
but not nearly completed, the tuning pf the organ 
the evening before, having gone to it as soon as he 
coiUd make an excuse to leave his father again ; 
for the bold feat was to be kept secret till its suc- 
cessfiil accomplishment proved how wisely it had 
been undertaken. And now it must be finished 
before breakfast; for the decorations • were to be 
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brought in afterwards, and he himself had a thou- 
sand other things to do. 

For two hours and upwards, therefore, did he 
persevere in his anxious work ; his greatest trouble 
being the special care required in the mechanical 
part, inasmuch as a hasty or too heavy insertion of 
the cone into the mouths of the pipes was liable to 
split the metal and do mischief. But Geronimo 
kept every faculty on the full stretch of attention, 
and his perfect ear made the bringing of the notes 
into correct harmony a matter of no trouble at all, 
but, on the contrary, of the keenest pleasure; And 
the instrument was more glaringly out of order than 
he supposed. His father had fancied it was only 
a little out of tune, and he himself had not thought 
the disorder very great. But now that he tested 
it by the scale, almost every note was Avrong, 
and must be altered. A few of the octaves har- 
monized together, it is true ; but all the fifths were 
either too flat or too sharp. That not one should 
have remained perfect by accident, as several of the 
octaves had done, puzzled him not a little ; but the 
fact of their all being imperfect, more or less, was 
undeniable. What a blessing he had it in his 
power to remedy the evil ! 

Yes ; for two hours and upwards did the work 
go on ; the occasional drone of the pipes vibrating 
drearily through the aisles, and almost causing little 
Roger to fall asleep at his post of blower. At last, 
however, every octave had been gone through, had 
been brought into perfect unison with the perfected 
scale of the twenty notes, and Geronimo's labours 
were over ! 

" Roger," cried he, to the child, whos? blowing 
efforts were perceptibly failing. 

" Yes, sir ! " 
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** Blow steadily and strongly now, for ten mi- 
nutes more, and you shall go home to breakfast 
Fill the bellows, there's a good lad. " 
. Roger worked his arms vigorously, and the bel^ 
lows were soon full. 

** It's all right now, please, sir," said he. 

Geronimo had his eyes on a piece of music open 
on the desk before him. It was Haydn's Mass, in 
five flats — his dream of beauty among all the classi- 
cal music of the world. As Roger spoke, the voung 
cui;^te bent forward, and struck down the full mag- 
nificent chords of the key. 

But almost as he struck them, he uttered a cry, 
which it was well the louder organ sounds drowned, 
or Roger would have thought Geronimo mad — a 
cry of both despair and physical distress. As it 
was, something startled the lad, and he let go 
the blowing handle with a jerk. It ran up at 
once, and the organ notes died out in a mournful 
squeal. 

A& to Geronimo, it would be difficult to describe 
what he did. He was off the stool in an instant, 
shouting to R<^er to know if he had broken the 
bellows ; then back again to retouch the expiring 
notes, and see if he had been under a delusion, or 
if he had struck the instrument at random. But 
no, no, no I Then how— by what miracle — could 
he account for the fact that his touch upon that 
chord had filled the air with dissonant vibrations- 
horrible to the most untutored ear, but to his re- 
fined one absolutely insufferable ? Chord indeed ! 
the very word was a mockery ; what he had struck 
was a clash of discords. 

Human nature itself had never puzzled Geronimo 
half as much ! 

After the first agony was over, he examined the 
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matter with all the calmness and care, he could 
command— made Roger blow again— tried other 
chords in succession— but in all cases with the 
same result, in a greater or less degree. Once 
more, then, he got out the tUning-scale — once more 
ran over the guiding twenty notes : there was not 
a single flaw, not one ; not a varying vibration 
could be heard ; and all the others were in unison 
with those. And then again he struck a chord, 
and the chord was no chord at all. He next ex- 
amined the pipes : perhaps he had cracked all their 
mouths with his cone. But no, there was not a 
split in any one of them ; he had been far too 
careful for that. And now time was getting on, 
and Roger was half starved. A knocking had 
already been heard at one of the doors. The de- 
corators must be let in, and he must go home to 
his breakfast and his father. Geronimo's face, as 
he locked up the organ and put the keys in his 
pocket, looked ten yeai^ older, than it had done 
before he began his work. He gave Roger half-a 
crown, as a treat for the day, and hastened home. 
It is difficult to reckon on the conduct of any 
one under the trial of having made a great mistake. 
Some people fight meanly to get out of a little fault, 
as if self-conceit were the leading principle of their 
lives, but humble themselves nobly under a great 
one ; and this was the case with Geronimo. He 
went at once to his father, and told him all he had 
done, blaming himself more bitterly than his father 
would allow he deserved. But he did more than 
that ; he stepped into many houses that morning, 
both of farmers and shopkeepers, and told them 
they must forgive him for being the cause of what 
he feared would be a great disappointment. He 
had wanted to make the organ better, and he had. 

II. K 
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unfortunately, done something to it which had 
made it worse ; and as he could not find out what 
was amiss, it couldn't be remedied. He would get 
the choir to made amends by singing their very 
best, and he would help them all he could himself. 
He begged that the blunder might not be allowed 
to spoil the pleasure of the day. 

Unaccountable human race ; we ought indeed to 
be patient, one with the other ! Geronimo had not 
received so many smiles in aU the time he had been 
curate, as now, whea he was carrying^ round the 
painful message of his own defeat. 

It was wonderful I Kind words were on every 
lip ; not a reproach was heard.— It had been so 
good of Mr. Geronimo to try. — They were so sure 
it couldn't have been his faulty but something that 
had gone wrong of itself.— Anyhow, they didn't 
mind at all, and hoped he wouldn't trouble him- 
self. They should hear him sing all the plainer 
for there being no music besides ; and, as for that 
piece the old Master had talked about so much, 
they hoped he'd be so good as to play it to them 
some other day. — They begged he wouldn't mind 
—that was all ! 

Geronimo felt crowned with roses, for his frank- 
less, if not for the error he had committed ; and 
service, feast, and festival, were kept with un- 
clouded comfort, bringing a promise of further 
comfort in store — ^a better understanding of what 
was meant on all sides. 

And now for the explanation. Neither father 
nor son could unravel the mystery. The only 
guess even that they could make was, that the man 
at the music-shop might have given them a wrong 
scale to work by. It was not a bad idea, and it 
served to keep them quiet till the organ-builder. 
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whom they had sent for at once, came over. He 
was an odd, sententious old man, with a good deal 
of dry humour. So when he got into the church, 
and touched the fatal organ, he first chuckled and 
then laughed outright. 

Were the bellows out of order ? Were the pipes 
injured ? Was the scale incorrect ? Was the tunmg 
imperfect? Geronimo's questions fell thick and 
fast. 

"Nothing of the sort, young gentleman," said 
the organ-builder to every suggestion. ** There's 
only one thing the matter — but it's everything — 
the tuning's too perfect by half. " 

Both Geronimo and his father stared, to the 
organ-builder*s great delight. 

" You don't seem to have heard of this before, 
gentlemen," observed he ; " but it's a fact, never- 
theless. The scale's all right ; the system's per- 
fect ; but if you stick too close to it, it sets 
you wrong. The organ won't bear it, that's the 
fact." 

** Not bear being put into perfect tune?" asked 
Geronimo, really astonished. " How is that pos- 
sible?" 

"It's an imperfect instrument, sir," answered 
the organ-builder ; " and that being the case, you 
have to make the best you can of it, and not expect 
to get it perfect, for that's not possible. " 

Here he took up the scale paper, and went on to 
explain that most of the fifths must be left somewhat 
flat, and the few others made somewhat sharp ; the 
octaves alone being tuned in perfect unison. And 
this was the only plan, he assured them, of getting 
a generally harmonious whole — "not perfect, I 
grant, even then," added he, "but pretty fair for 
this present life, gentlemen, you see. ' 
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Geronimo listened in silence. A system of ex- 
pediency in the material world, and in music espe- 
cially, seemed to him monstrous. He sat silently 
by, too, while the organ-builder made his prepara- 
tions for repairing the mischief that had been done. 
His father slipt away as silent as himself, though 
possibly he made his own reflections before he went. 

But Geronimo sat silently on, till at last the 
organ- builder began to tune the fifths, leaving each 
one flat in succession ; and then he could contain 
himself no longer. He got up, but only to sit 
down again, and then rose once more. 

'* This is most trying ! " he exclaimed. " As un- 
satisfactory to the mind as the ear I To have a 
perfect system to go by " (here he pointed to the 
scale of twenty notes), ** and not be allowed to carry 
it perfectly out, though ear and heart rebel against 
the disorder 1 To have an evil under your very 
hand to be remedied, and be obliged to suffer it still. 
I call this dreadful!" 

The organ-builder stopped his work, to listen 
and reply : — 

** It's not very pleasant, I admit," said he, " but 
there's one thing worse — to find you've worked so 
hard for the system, that you've missed the end it 
was made for. " 

** A perfect system ought to work out a perfect 
end," murmured Geronimo. 

But the organ-builder shook his head. ** Not if 
the instrument isn't perfect too," persisted he ; 
" there's sure to be a cross somewhere." 

Drone went another pipe, another imperfect fifth 
was tuned, and the organ-builder made another 
pause. He was a very sententious man and liked 
to explain all round his subject. 

" It's the same all through life," observed he ; 
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"the best rules even, — short of Gospel rules, ol 
course, — ^mustn't be pressed too close ; neither maE 
nor organ can bear it. If we were all up in heaver 
it might be different." 

In spite of himself Geronimo smiled, and the 
smile did him good. "What a choice of evils !" 
said he. 

*' Can't be otherwise,'* remarked his companion, 
" so long as things are all imperfect together — men 
and organs, and perhaps even rules too, sometimes." 

Geronimo shook his head, but the organ-builder 
did not notice it, and went back to his tuning as 
cheerful as if no such thing as a sad necessity ex- 
isted in the world. And Geronimo went on listen- 
ing to the unsatisfactory sounds, musing the while 
thereupon. 

. . . Irregularity-7-inconsistency — contradictions 
even, — were as rife then in the material world as in 
the spiritual : — must be borne with— allowed for — 
made the best ofr-in the one case as in the other, 
in order to compass the great object at last. The 
organ'builder*s business was not so much more 
satisfactory than a clergyman's, after all ! . . . . 

**Now, sir, you may play Haydn's Mass in five 
flats for as long as you please," observed the old 
man, as he concluded the tuning ; striking down 
the fiiU chord of the key in proof of the fact : " The 
organ goes sweetly enough now." 

And so it did — "sweetly enough," if not as per- 
fectly as Geronimo could have desired ; and though 
the compjy^tively harmonious end had been gained 
at the sacrifice of some theoretical correctness ; but 
he had had his lesson, and must henceforth be con- 
tented with something short of his ideal. 

" That type of Perfect in his mind, 
In Nature can he nowhere find." 
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Nowhere in the lower nature, at least ; and for 
the full development of the higher, he must wait in 
patience. But patience is the philosophy of expe- 
rience : and even Geronimo attained it at last. 
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" I cannot make this matter plain. 
But I would shoot, howe'er in vain, 
A random arrow from the brain." 

Tennyson. 




IJWINETTE the Spider was young, 
hungry, and industrious. ** Weave 
yourself a web, my dear," said her 
mother, **as you know how without 
teaching, and catch flies for yourself; only don't 
weave near me in the comer here. I am old, and 
stay in the comers ; but you are young, and needn't. 
Besides, you would he in my way. Scramble along 
the rafters to a little distance off, and spin. But 
mind ! just see there's nothing there — below you, I 
mean— before you begin. You won't catch any- 
thing to eat, if there isn't empty space about you 
for the flies to fly in." 

Twinette was dutiful, and obeyed. She scram- 
bled along the woodwork of the groined roof of 
the church — for it was there her mother lived — till 
she had gone what she thought might fairly be 
called a little distance off, and then she stopped to 
look round, which, considering she had eight eyes 
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to do it with, was not difficult. But she was not 
so sure of what there might be below. 

** I wonder whether mother would say there was 
nothing here — ^be'ow me, I mean— but empty space 
for flies to fly in ? " said she. 

But she might have stood wondering there for 
ever. So she went back to her mother, and asked 
what she thought. 

** Oh dear, oh dear !" said her mother, " how can 
I think about what I don't see ? There usen*t to 
be anything there in my young days, I'm sure. 
But everybody must find out things for themselves. 
Let yourself down by the family rope, as you know 
how without teaching, and see for yoUrself if there's 
anything there or not." 

Twinette was a very intelligent young spider, 
quite worthy of the age she was bom in ; so she 
thanked her mother for her advice, and was just 
starting afresh, when another thought struck her. 

" How shall I know if there's anything there when 
I get there?" asked she. 

"Dear me, if there's anything there, how can 
vou help seeing it ?" cried the mother, rather teazed 
by her daughter's inquiring spirit, **you with at 
least eight eyes in your hesS ! 

**Tlmnkyou. Now I quite understand," said 
Twinette ; and scuttling back to the end of the 
rafter, she began to prepare the family rope. 

It was the most exquisite thing in the world — 
so fine, you could scarcely see it ; so elastic, it 
c'/old be blown about without breaking; such a 
perfect grey that it looked white against black things, 
and black against white ; so manageable that 
Twinette could both make it, and slide down by it 
at once ; and when she wished to get back, could 
slip up by it, and roll it up at the same time ! 
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It was a wonderful rope for anybody to make 
without teaching. But Twinette was not conceited. 
Rope-making came as natural to her as eating and 
fighting do to intelligent little boys, so she thought 
no more about it than we do of chewing our fo(xl. 

How she did it is another question, and one not 
easily answered, however intelligent we may be. 
Thus much may be hinted : — Out of four little 
spinning machines near the tail came four little 
threads, and the rope was a four-twist of these. But 
as each separate thread was itself a many-twist of 
a great many others, still finer, I do not pretend to 
tell the number of strands (as rope-threads are 
called) in Twinette's family rope. Enough, that 
as she made it now, it has been made from gene- 
ration to generation, and there seems to hQ no 
immediate prospect of a change. 

The plan was for the spinner to glue the ends to 
the rafter, and then start off. Then out came the 
threads from the spinning machines, and twist went 
the rope ; and the further the spinner travelled, the 
longer the rope became. 

And Twinette made ready accordingly, and turn- 
ing on her back, let herself fairly off. 

The glued ends held fast, the four strands twined 
closely together, and down went the family rope, 
with Twinette at the end, guiding it. Down into 
the middle of the chancel, where there were carved 
oaken screens on three sides, and carved oaken seats 
below, with carved oaken figures at each end of 
each. 

Twinette was about halfway down to the stone- 
flagged floor, when she shut up the spinning ma- 
chines, and stopped to rest and look round. Then, 
balancing herself at the end of her rope, with her 
l^s crumpled up round her, she made her remarks. 
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"This is charming!" cried she. "One had 
need to travel and see the world. And all's so 
nice in the middle here. Nice empty space for the 
flies to fly about in ; and a very pleasant time they 
must have of it ! Dear me, how hungry I feel — 
I must go back and weave at once." 

But just as she was preparing to roll up the rope 
and be off, a ray of sunshine, streaming through 
one of the chancel windows, struck in a direct line 
upon her suspended body, quite startling her with 
the dazzle of its brightness. Everything seemed 
in a blaze all round her, and she turned round and 
round in terror. 

** Oh dear, oh dear, oh dear ! " cried she, for she 
didn't know what to say, and still couldn't help 
calling out. Then, making a great effort, she gave 
one hearty spring, and, blinded though she was, 
shot up to the groined roof, as fast as spider could 
go, rolling the rope into a ball as she went After 
which she stopped to complain. 

But it is dull work complaining to oneself, so 
she soon ran back to her mother in the comer. 

" Back again so soon, my dear ? " asked the old 
lady, not over-pleased at the fresh disturbance. 

** Back again at all is the wonder," whimpered 
Twinette. " There's something down there, after 
all, besides empty space." 

** Why, what did you see ?" asked her mother. 

** Nothing ; that wasjust it," answered Twinette. 
** I could see nothing for dazzle and bl?ue ; but I 
did see dazzle and blaze. " 

"Young people of the present day are very 
troublesome with their observations," remarked the 
mother ; "however, if one rule will not do, here 
is another. Did dazzle and blaze shove you out 
of your place, my dear ? " 
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Twinette said, " Certainly not — she had come 
away of herself." 

**Then how could they be anything?" asked 
her mother. **Two things could not be in one 
place at the same time. Let Twinette try to get 
into her place, while she was there herself, and see 
if she could. " 

Twinette did not try, because she knew she 
couldn't, but she sat very silent, wondering what 
dazzle and blaze could be, if they were nothing at all ! 
a puzzle which might have lasted her for ever. For- 
tunately her mother interrupted her, by advising her 
to go and get something to do. She really couldn't 
afford to feed her out of ^^r web any longer, she said. 

** If dazzle and blaze kill me, you^l be sorry, 
mother," said Twinette, in a pet. 

"Nonsense, about dazzle and blaze," cried the 
old Spider, now thoroi^hly roused. ** I dare say 
they're only a little more light than usual. There s 
more or less light up here in the comers even, at 
times. You talk nonsense, my dear." 

So Twinette scuttled off in silence ; for she dared 
not ask what light was. though she wanted to know. 

But she felt too cross to begin to spin. She pre- 
ferred a search after truth to her dinner, which 
showed she was no commonplace spider. So she 
resolved to go down below in another place and 
see if she could find a really empty space ; and 
accordingly prepared the family rope. 

When she came dovra, it was about half a foot 
further east in the chancel, and a very prosperous 
journey she made. "Come! all's safe so far," 
said she, her good humour returning. "I do 
believe I've found nothing at last. How jolly it 
isj" As she spoke, she hung dangling at the end 
of her rope, back downwards, her legs tucked up 
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round her as before, in perfect enjoyment, when, 
suddenly, the south door of the church was thrown 
open, and a strong gust set in. It was a windy 
evening, and the draught that poured into the 
chancel blew the family rope, with Twinette at 
the end of it, backwards and forwards through the 
air, till she turned quite giddy. 

"Oh dear, oh dear ! " cried she, puffing, "What 
shall I do ? How could they say there was nothing 
here — oh dear ! — but empty space for flies — oh 
dear! — to fly in?" But at last, in despair, she 
made an effort of resistance, and, in the very teeth 
of the wind, succeeded in coiling up the family 
rope, and so got back to the rafter. 

It was a piece of rare good fortime for her that 
a lazy, half-alive fly happened to be creeping along 
it jiv^t at the moment. As she landed fjom her 
air-dive she pounced on the stroller, killed him, 
and sucked his juices before he knew where he was, 
as people say. Then, throwing downi his carcass, 
she scrambled back to her mother, and told her 
what she thought, though not in plain words. 
For what she thought was that the old lady didn't 
know what she was saying, when she talked about 
empty space with nothing in it. 

"Dazzle and blaze were nothing," cried she at 
last, "though they blinded me, because thevand I 
were in one place together, which couldn t be if 
they'd been anything ; and now this is nothing, 
*hough it blows me out of my place twenty times 
m a minute, because I can't see it. What's the use 
of rules one can't go by, mother ? I don't believe 
you know a quarter of what's down below there." 

The old spider's head turned as giddy with 
Twinttte's arguments as Twinette's had done 
while swinging in the wind. 
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**I don't see what it can matter what's there," 
whimpered she, "if there's room for flies to fly 
about in. I wish you'd go back and spin. " 

" That's another part of the question," remarked 
Twinette, in answer to the first half of her mother's 
sentence. In answer to the second she scuttled 
back to the rafter, intending to be obedient and 
spin. But she dawdled and thought, and thought 
and dawdled, till the day was nearly orer. 

**I will take one more turn down below," said 
she to herself at last, "and look round me again." 

And so she did, bat went further down than 
before ; then stopped to rest as usual. Presently, 
as she hung dangling in the air by her line, she 
grew venturesome. ** I will sift the matter to the 
bottom," thought she. ** I will see how far empty 
space goes. " So saying she re-opened her spinning- 
machines and started afresh. 

It was a wonderful rope, certainly, or it would 
not have gone on to such a length without breaking. 
In a few seconds Twinette was on the cold stone 
pavement. But she didn't like the feel of it at all, 
so took to running as fast as she could go, and 
luckily met with a step of woodwork on one side. 
Up this she hurried at once, and crept into a corner 
close by, where she stopped to take breath. " One 
doesn't know what to expect in such queer out- 
landish places," observed she ; " when I've rested 
I'll go back, but I must wait till I can see a little 
better." 

Seeing a little better was out of the question, 
however, for night was coming on, and when, 
weary of waiting, she stepped out of her hiding- 
place to look round, the whole church was m 
darkness. 

Now it is one thing to be snug in bed v/hen it is 
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dark, and another to be a long way from home and 
have lost your way, and not know what may happen 
to you next minute. Twinette had often been in 
the dark corner with her mother, and thought 
nothing of it. Now she shook all over with fright, 
and wondered what dreadful thing darkness could 
be. 

Then she thought of her mother's rules, and felt 
quite angry. 

" I can't see anything and I don't feel anything," 
murmured she, **and yet here's something that 
frightens me out of my wits." 

At last her very fright made her bold. She felt 
about for the family rope ; it was there safe and 
sound, and she made a spring. Roll went the 
rope, and up went its owner ; higher, higher, 
higher, through the dark night air ; seeing nothing, 
hearing nothing, feeling nothing but the desperate 
fear within. By the time she touched the rafter, 
she was half-exhausted ; and as soon as she was 
safely landed upon it, she fell asleep. 

It must have been late pext morning when she 
woke, for the sound of organ music was pealing 
through the church, and the air vibrations swept 
pleasantly over her frame ; rising and falling like 
gusts of wind, swelling and sinking like waves of the 
sea, gathering and dispersing like vapours of the 
sky. 

She went down by the family rope to observe, 
but nothing was to be seen to account for her sen- 
sations. Fresh ones, however, stole round her, as 
she hung susf)ended, for it was a harvest-festival, 
and large white lilies were grouped with evergreens 
round the slender pillars of the screens, and filled 
the air with their powerful odour. Still, nothing 
disturbed her from her place. Sunshine streamed 
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in through the windows — she even felt it warm on 
her body — but it interfered with nothing else ; and, 
meanwhile, in such sort as spiders hear, she heard 
music and prayer : — whether as music and prayer 
come to us, or as deaf men enjoy sound by touch, 
let those say who can I A door opened, and a 
breeze caught her rope ; but still she held fast. So 
music and prayef and sunshine and breeze and 
scent were all there together ; and Twinette was 
amon^ them, and saw flies flying about overhead. 

This was enough ; she went back to the rafter, 
chose a home, and began to spin. Before evening 
her web was completed, and her first prey caught 
and feasted on. Then she cleared the remains out 
of her chamber, and sat down in state to think ; 
for Twinette was now a philosopher. It came to 
her while she was spinning her web. As she 
crossed and twisted the threads, her ideas grew 
clearer and clearer, or she fancied so, which did 
almost as well. Each line she fastened brought 
its own reflection ; and this was the way they went 
on : — 

** Empty space is an old wife's tale" — she fixed 
that very tight. "Sight and touch are very im- 
perfect guides " — this crossed the other at an angle. 
" Two or three things can easily be in one place 
at the very same time" — tliis seemed very loose 
till she tightened it by a second. ** Sunshine and 
wind and scent and sound don't drive each other 
out of their places ' ' — that held firm. " When one 
has sensations there is something to cause them, 
whether one sees it, or feels it, or finds it out, or 
not" — this was a wonderful thread, it went right 
round the web and was fastened down in several 
places. ** Light and darkness, and sunshine and 
wind, and sound and sensation, and irigbt aiul 
. H. L 
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f)leasure, don't keep away flies " — the little inter- 
acing threads looked quite pretty as she placed 
them. " How many things I know of that I don't 
know much about" — the web got thicker every 
minute. * * And perhaps there may be ever so many 
more beyond — ever so many more — ever so many 
more — beyond." Those were her very last words. 
She kept repeating them till she finished her web ; 
and when she sat up in state, after supper, to 
think, she began to repeat them again ; for she 
could think of nothing better or wiser to say.* But 
this was no wonder, for all her thoughts put to- 
gether made nothing but a cobweb, after all I 

And when the Turk's -head broom swept it, with 
others, from the roof, Twinette was no longer in 
the little chamber below. She had died and be- 
queathed her cobweb-wisdom to another genera- 
tion. But as it was only cobweb-wisdom, spiders 
remain spiders still, and still weave their webs in 
the roofs of churches without fathoming the mystery 
of unseen presences below. 
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* Safe in the hand of one disposing pow'r, 
Or in the natal, or the mortal hour, 
All Nature is but art, unknown to thee ; 
All chance, direction, which thou canst not see." 
PoHit's Essay on Mam. 

\ NCE upon a lime there was in a wood 
a nest which held eight of the dearest 
little eggs a hen-mother ever looked 
upon with joy. At least this particular 
hen-mother tnought so, and her mate rather agreed 
with her when they talked the matter over together. 
And his opinion had weight, for in his flights he 
sometimes saw other eggs, and would tell her about 
them on his return. JBut what could they be to 
her own ? Nothing could be better than what was 
perfect, and her own were perfect in her eyes. 
What a fine shape they had ! How beautifully 
rounded ! How soft their tint ! How tasteful the 
arrangement of spots ! All others must needs be 
too light or too dark, or too something or other, to 
suit her particular taste. The sea-gull, who ate 
snails in the garden, boasted of his family egg as 
twenty times larger and twenty times more beauti- 
fiil. " But if it bg more beautiful, what can that 
matter to us," said the hen-mother, in conclusioi^ 
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"when ours are perfect in our eyes, and we are so 
very happy ? " 

"And shall be so much happier yet," pursued 
her mate, who as a travelled bird, had had expe- 
rience, and knew what was in store; ** when the 
little ones awake to a life aiid enjoyment of their 
owTij and can feed and sing, and know and love us 
both." 

*' Ah, to be sure, to be sure, that will be rapture, 
indeed," cried the hen-mother. "Thank you so 
much for telling me ! How sillv I was, thinking I 
was as happy as I could possibly be ! Of course I 
shall be happier by-and-bye ; and how very happy 
that will be, for I am happy enough now. I wish 
the day were come I " 

Yet she was very happy ; but most so when she 
forgot she was to be happier still. 

And by-and-bye the time came ; and when the 
little ones were all hatched, and could peer about 
and see their father bringing food, and open their 
mouths and swallow it yery fast, and cry for 
more, — 

"Now then, at last the happiness is perfect," 
said the hen-mother ; " I have nothing further to 
wish for." 

And she watched them being fed and satisfied, 
and never felt hungry herself, till they had had 
plenty and were at ease. 

" Eight darlings in one nest ! what a sight to fill 
one's heart ! There may be trouble enough, it*s true, 
and very little room to rest ; but one's own eight 
beautiful creatures round one, under one's wing, all 
chirping and alive — this is perfection of happiness, 
indeed I" 

"You cannot say so just^et," sang the mate; 
but he did not tell her this quite at first. He waited 
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for a soft evening in early summer before he piped 
about what was in store. 

'** You cannot say so just yet. Our darlings are 
very sweet, but they are poor helpless things at pre- 
sent. Wait till they have grown more feathers, have 
learnt to take care of themselves, and fly and sing. 
They cannot be perfect, nor can your happiness be 
perfect, till then. Some of our neighbours are 
beforehand with us. There were fine young birds 
among the boughs yesterday, twitting our youngsters 
in their songs with being behindhand altogether.*' 

*'They will not have to twit long, I suppose," 
exclaimed the hen- mother rather angrily. **0f 
course you will bring ours forward as fast as you 
can. Of course they must not be behind their 
neighbours. Of course they must learn to take 
care of themselves, and fly and sing like the rest. 
Dear, dear ! how silly I was ! But thank you so 
much for telling me. It's very well to be easily 
pleased, and the poor helpless things are very sweet, 
as you say ; but of course it will be a much grander 
thing when they have grown to be fine young birds 
like those others ; able to take care of themselves 
and to twit their neighbours who can't. And oi 
course I shall be as happy again. I wish the time 
were come." 

And it did come ; but there was a great deal of 
trouble to be taken first. The little ones had to be 
nursed and fed till their feathers had grown, and 
then they had to be trained, by slow d^jees and 
with much care, to use their young wings in flight. 
Now the hen-mother had left her mate no rest till 
he began to teach ; for, first, she was jealous for her 
children's credit ; and secondly, she wanted to feel 
what it was to be as happy as it was possible to be. 
Happy enough she was, but for this wish. 
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But alas ! for the trouble and fear thai came over 
her when the teaching really began. The eight 
darlings must come out of their nest, from under 
her wing; she could help them no longer — they 
could scarcely help themselves. Yet they must 
spread the feeble pinion, and strain the unpractised 
muscle, and run a risk of failure and even life, to 
insure success. 

Oh, poor hen-mother, what a trying change was 
this, though brought about by her own especial 
desire ! No wonder that, while the teaching was 
going on, she would sit and shake with fright, and 
wish all manner of foolish things : that they were 
back in the nest, of course ; but far more than that 
—even that they were back in the old baby days 
again, in the egg-shells of their first existence, un- 
conscious of life and of them. " They were all 
under my wing then, at any rate," said she ; "my 
own dear little ones with me, and I with them: 
what more could I want ? ** 

And, oh dear, when the youngsters were safe in 
the nest once more at night, how she used to gather 
them under her wings with joy ! 

" I am getting to like night better than day," 
said she at last to her mate, " for then my birds are 
in the nest again. You are training them very 
cleverly, I know, and I was the first to want them 
to be clever like other young birds, and they are 
getting cleverer day by day, I dare say, so I ought 
to be happier ; but the happiness is not as pleasant 
as it was. How can it be, when they are away so 
much, and the empty nest stares me in the. face ? 
The risks are so many too, till they can really fly 
well, and I tremble with fear. But all is right at 
night, when you all come back and sing. Yes, if 
It wasn't for thinking of the morrow, the happi- 
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ness would be perfect indeed then : if it were always 
evening, I mean, and they and you were always 
here." 

" It is natural you should feel as you do," replied 
the mate ; "but you mistake the cause. If you are 
not quite happy yet, it is merely because things are 
not Quite perfect, that is all. When the young ones 
can ny really well, for instance, there will no longer 
be any risk ; and when they can sing better still, 
our music will be pleasanter than ever ; and when 
they are able and independent, all our cares and 
anxieties will be at an end. Wait a little longer, 
and you will be happy indeed." 

The hen-mother sighed. " I suppose you must 
be right," said she; " I will wait. But if I could 
sing myself, I would sing a mother's song about the 
birds in the nest. It may not have been perfection, 
but it was a very happy time. " 

So she waited and did her best to be pleased. 
But for longer and longer intervals the empty nest 
stared her in the face, and she thought many things 
she did not dare to say — even the old foolish wish 
that they were all in their egg-shells again. 

Still, every evening, when they came back and 
perched in the boughs, if not in the nest, and the 
singing grew sweeter and sweeter, she cheered up 
and rejoiced once more. 

And now at last the nestlings were full-grown 
birds, and could fly and sing as well as their parents. 
Perfection had come ; they were independent ; no- 
body's young birds could twit them now. " But 
now, of course," said their father, " they must go 
out and seek their fortunes, as we did, and choose 
mates, and settle in life for themselves. You see 
the justice of this ? " 

1 ne hen-mother, to whom he was speaking, an* 
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swerecl "Yes;" but her heart was half broken. 
And when he added, "This is the real perfection 
of happiness to parents," she made no answer at all. 

** It ought to be, perhaps," thought she to her- 
self, " but it isn't so with me. I wonder why?" 
She sat on the edge of the empty nest and wondered 
still ; but she couldn't find out the secret there. 

Then the young ones piped to her from the woods; 
and at last said she, " Things are altered, I see; 
I will go to them ! " and the very thought com- 
forted her as she flew away. And when she had 
found them, and watched them in the full enjoy- 
ment of their own young life — listened to them as 
they warbled merrily to each other among the trees, 
or sported with friends here and there, she began 
to understand the whole matter. She was rejoicing 
in their joy rather than in her own. 

And time went on : and one day as she sat, so 
listening, on a branch in the centre of the wood, 
her mate by her side, said she, ** It is all becoming 
Quite clear, and I can see that you were right on 
tne whole. This is nearer the perfection of happi- 
ness than anything else could be, but the quite per- 
fect is not to be had. Still, this is nearest and best; 
whether sweetest or not, I scarcely know. But 
thank you for telling me ! I was selfish before : 
wanted my own darlings to, myself, under my own 
wing, in my own particular nest— safe, as I called it 
—foolish that I was ! Oh, narrow, narrow thought ! 
As if one place was safer than another, when the 
sun looks down everywhere, streaming warmth and 
comfort upon all ! I see things differently now. The 
wood is but a larger nest, and those that live in it 
but a larger family. I spread out my love a little 
wider,and lo,my happiness spreads out too! Though 
each in turn, for a time, must form his own little 
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circle of joy, the whole must form one larger circle 
together ; and who knows where it is to end ?'* 

She ceased, and then listened again, and truly 
the wood was ringing with melodies : her mate bv 
her side ; her children now here, now there witn 
the dear ones they loved. The circle grew wider 
and wider as time went further on. 

But by-and-bye, when age had crept over both, 
the mate had tender thoughts himself of old times, 
and tenderer still for her. She had not been wrong 
alt(^ether, he whispered softly and kindly. It was 
not selfishness only that had filled her heart. He 
would sing her the song she used to wish she could 
have sung herself— a mother's song about the birds 
in the nest. 

And it went to the hearts of both. 

♦ ♦ » ♦ ♦ 

Other mothers in other nests, lift up your souls, 
as the circle widens from your feet. ** One God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all," has all together now in the 
circle of His care ; yea, even though a world, or 
the change we call death, may seem to divide them: 
and He will bring His own together at last into 
one home — the " Father's House:"— one home, be 
the mansions never so many 1 
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' Behold, how great a matter a little fire kmdleth.** 
^ James iii. 5. 

ERE goes ! " shouted the stone as he left 

the hand of the school -boy and cleft the 

air. And ** There an end ! " he added, 

as he splashed through the water to the 

bottom of the pond. 

But though he stuck fast in the mud himself when 
he got there, that was by no means the end of the 
affair. 

At the spot where he dropped in, some of the 
water was displaced by the shock, and driven back 
in a circular undulation or wave ; and this formed 
a beautiful ring-like pattern on the smooth surface 
of the pond. 

And the first wave pressed the water behind it 
into a second, and there came a second drcle, a 
little bigger than the first ; and this caused another, 
and this another, and so on, after the manner of 
waves ; till half the pond was moving and marked 
over with circles, which got wider and wider, but 
feebler and flatter, the fiirther they spread. 

Now it was evening, and the sun was setting in 
ruby and gold; and each circle of water, as it 
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formed itself, caught the glow on its edge, and was 
tipped with colour and light ; and the school-boy 
stood on the bank looking at it all. The first circles 
glittered most, perhaps, because their edges were 
highest and sharpest ; but the further ones rolled 
over like molten ore, till, as they stretched out 
feebler and flatter, the gleams seemed to die out 
gradually altogether, and the pond became pale 
and smooth, and the boy had seen all that was to 
be seen. 

Then he too shouted " There an end ! " and ran 
away. - 

But though the boy could see no more, and had 
gone home, that was not the end of the matter 
either. 

When the driven-back water formed the first 
circle on the pond, it did something else as well : 
it pressed against the air above it, and the air gave 
way. And the second circle did the same, and so 
the next, and so the next ; till the air was full of 
pressure-circles, whether mortal eyes could distin- 
guish them or not And the pressure went back- 
wards and backwards, up into ether, till, for any- 
thing I know to the contrary, it went right round 
the world. 

If you are wiser, however, and can say where it 
stopped, you may shout *' There an end I '* your- 
seli ; and there will be an end to my story as welL 

Otherwise, perhaps not. A child can throw a 
pebble into the water, but the wisest man cannot 
say where the waves it sets in motion shall be 
stilled. It is a light matter to fling off actions and 
words into the world, but a hard one to know 
where their influence shall cease to act 
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THE CAUSE AND THE CAUSER. 

** Be ye sure that the Lord he is God : it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves."— Psalm c. 3. 




JECIDEDLY dead, gentlemen ! " 

Such was Dr. Earwig's verdict upon 
the body of a fine young motli which 
had been found prostrate and motionless 
. at the foot of an orchis plant in full flower. And 
Dr. Ean^ig was a professor, and knew what he 
was about — had, moreover, walked to and fro over 
the moth's body — touched it with his feelers, 
nipped it with his pincers — and it had not twitched 
once. Besides, it was stiff and cold. The professor 
was shy by nature, but learning gives confidence, 
and he spoke his mind boldly when he spoke it at 
all. 

" Decidedly dead, gentlemen! has been dead, 
in fact, for hours.** 

** So far, so good!" remarked the sitting magis- 
trate of the occasion — a splendidly band-marked 
snail, whose horns were extended to their utter- 
most as he watched Dr. Earwig from the shelter of 
a hart's-tongue fern. He was there with a party 
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of bumble-bee barristers overhead, bent on dis* 
covering what could have happened to reduce so 
fine a moth to such a condition in the prime of 
youth; and moreover, who was answerable for it 
— there being some little consolation under misfor- 
tune in finding fault even if you cannot punish. 

** You have cleared the case up to this point very 
satisfactorily, sir," he continued. " Now we must 
trouble you a little further, if you please. Be so 
good as to examine into the came of the death. 
Can't be a natural one, you know, doctor, at de- 
ceased's age and surrounded with food. So keep 
your eyes open and your feelers alive. I shall be 
out again by the time you've finished. I wish to 
think a little just now. 

It is a golden maxim with snails that the less 
you see the more you think. So the sitting magis- 
trate of the occasion drew in his horns, and retired 
into his shell. 



It was one of those very hot days of the early year 
which occasionally take all nature by surprise. On 
the southern side of the grassy slope which led up 
to the ruined castle overlooking the sea, the sun- 
shine lay in an unbroken sheet of light. The north- 
eastern bank was steeper and had more shadows. 
Gorseand bramble-bushes and ferns and primroses 
and orchis plants grew there, and it was there the 
inquiry on the dead moth's body was being held. 

Humanly speaking, indeed, not a sound b^ke 
the stillness of the summer air, save the lazy plashing 
of the waves on the sand at the foot of the cliff, or 
the cawing or twittering of a passing bird. But 
this humanly speaking only. Human ears, what- 
ever human .beings may think of them, take in but 
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a few octaves of the great gamut of the universe. 
To all below and above these they are insensible, 
and hence often speak of silence when the silence 
exists only for themselves. 

Had a score of men, women, or children been 
wandering over the castle bank that day, do you 
think any one of them would have heard Dr. Ear- 
wig's remarks or the sitting magistrate's reply ? I 

fancy not. 

* ♦ ♦ • * 

Meanwhile Dr. Earwig betook himself to his 
work, and, to do him justice, performed it very con- 
scientiously. He ran up and down and round and 
round the dead moth's body a dozen times, to see 
what he could see — touched it in every comer, 
pinched it all over, but no injury could he find. He 
examined the wings very carefully, but there was 
no flaw in them. The feather scales were not 
rubbed off ; the membrane was not torn ; its 
nervures were unbroken. The legs, too, were a* 
sound as legs could be. 

At last — ** Halloo ! " cried the professor with a 
shout. He was in front of the crcafure's head, and 
suddenly discovered that its proboscis, instead of 
being curled up neatly in the proper place, was 
lying half untwisted on the grass. He had drawn 
his feelers along it, but came against something 
which stopped the way. 

The shout was excusable, as surprise had startled 
him, but it brought the sitting magistrate's think- 
ing nap to a sudden end. He appeared at the door 
of his shell, and inquired if Dr. Earwig had dis- 
covered anything worth disturbing him for, so soon ? 

Dr. Earwig thought he hp.d. He had at any rate 
discovered an all-sufficient cause of death, whether 
deceased had died of it or not. He had found 
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a foreign body — several foreiffn bodies, in fact, 
attached to the creature's proboscis ; and so loaded 
a proboscis could scarcely enter — much less com- 
fortably dip into— the delicate flower-pouches for 
food. Sooner or later, therefore, its owner must — 
starve ! 

"Dreadful !'* shuddered the sitting magistrate, 
with difficulty resisting the impulse to shut himself 
up and think. " But our friend shall not die un- 
avenged ! Professor, who is to blame ? " 

The professor replied they had not reached that 
part of the subject yet. In order to do so they must 
ascertain what the foreign bodies attached to the 
proboscis were, and where they came from. 

"Try to use simple language for the benefit of our 
unlearned ears," expostulated Sir Helix (that was 
the sitting magistrate's family name). " What do 
you mean here by 2l foreign body, for instance, doc- 
tor? I own to not knowing myself, and I doubt 
if my bumble-bee brothers are better informed on 
the point than I am. " 

The bumbles protested they were not. 

"And if by attached yon mean stuck fast," con- 
tinued Sir Helix, " why not say so ? '* The sitting 
magistrate was getting impatient. 

"Excuse me, gentlemen," replied Dr. Earwig, 
with a wriggle of fun ; " we should get on very badly 
in the world without professional terms, I assure 
you ! By a 'foreign body' I mean a lump of some- 
thing or other which doe^ not naturcUly belongto the 
person or place where it is found. But that takes 
a long time to say, you observe, and if it came to be 
repeated would both conuse and delay what one 
had to explain." 

** There's sense in that," interposed the sitting 
magistrate, * * and I give way accordingly. Brother 
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Bumbles, we will call what the professor has found 
on the moth's proboscis foreign bodies, if you 
please. You're sure they're not a disiase by-the- 
way, professor?'* 

" Can't be, Sir Helix, can't be," stammertd Dr. 
Earwig, hastily (it was only when flurried he called 
the sitting magistrate by his family name). * ' N ever 
met with such a case in all my experience." 

"Call the widow! "said Sir Helix, authorita- 
tively, and a couple of bumbles immediately fetched 
her from the top of an orchis spike, whence she was 
watching proceedings. " Be so good, madam, as to 
observe the foreign bodies on your deceased hus- 
band's proboscis. My friend Dr. Earwig will point 
them out to you." "Which Dr. Earwig did as soon 
as he could persuade the poor lady to flutter over 
the corpse and look. 

*'Has your husband been suffering from these 
long?" That was the way the sitting magistrate 
put the inquiry. 

The widow was indignant. Did the sitting magis- 
trate or the bumbling barristers or Dr. Earwig mean 
to insinuate that her poor dear husband had grown 
those nasty things ? They were very much mistaken 
if they thought so 1 His proboscis was as clean and 
polished at twilight of the previous day, when they 
flew out together, as — well, as one of the sitting 
magistrate's horns when fresh from its socket. Of 
that she was certain. But being cross-questioned 
by the bland professor, who had a remarkable knack 
of insinuating himself into comers and confidence, 
she admitted that she had once'or twice before seen 



one of those nasty things- 
{" Foreign bodies I " inte 



nterposed Sir Helix, with a 
chuckle. 

"Nasty things," persbted the widow) on 
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her husl>and's proboscis ; but they had always got 
rubbed off after a time. " Besides," added she, 
with a toss of her head, "other creatures can pick 
them up too. For instance, there W38 one on the 
head of one of the bumbling baiTisters who came 
to fetch me just now." 

This announcement caused general confusion. 
The sitting magistrate himself was for once ex- 
cited and gave orders to ** catch the bumble with 
the foreign body on his head," in rather an impe- 
tuous torfe. The rush and buzzing were immense. 
Every one protested with all his might that there 
was no foreign body on Ai's head, a few almost 
ready to assert they had no heads for foreign bodies 
to be on ; and all whirled about, looking at each 
other's faces in angry disturbance. At last a party 
of them laid hold of a stranger fresh from an orchis 
flower, on whom, as he flew past, they noticed sopte- 
thing, and when they had secured him, the some- 
thing proved to be it. They led him at once to where 
the sitting magistrate sat, and placed him on the 
ground, where he lay buzzing dismally, while they 
compared At's foreign body with the foreign bodies 
on the moth's proboscis, and discovered they were 
exactly alike. 

** Do you feel nothing, my poor friend?" asked 
Sir Helix, almost tenderly, for he had a heart as 
well as a shell. 

"Nothing," hummed the bumble, in the most 
subdued of voices. 

" Have you no notion where you picked up this 
f/wsf extraordinaiy thing ? " (Sir Helix was eyeing 
it from the tips of both horns as he spoke.) ** Try. 
to think, brother," he added, persuasively, " where 
you have been this morning. Into some dirty 
fthed among cobwebs and old baskets ? Into some 
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stick heap or thatched roof? Eh ? The thing looks 
hke a twig of wood with a bud at the end of it, only 
I never saw one so small." 

No, he had done nothing but fly about sipping 
his breakfast in the usual places ; Qxcept, indeed, 
that stupid visit he had paid the orchis flower. 
Why he went there he scarcely knew, they were 
such useless things. 

*' Professor ! " interrupted Sir Helix, with a shout 
as if he had made a sudden discovery — "are there 
foreign bodies in orchis flowers? Reflect upon it, 
they had both been in ^hem ! " After saying which, 
and without waiting for an answer, he drew up his 
horns and retired into his shell once more. 
***** 

Now no one present knew anything of the inside 
of orchis flowers (one does not notice everything 
one sees, you know), but as they were aware Sir 
Helix would expect an answer when he came out 
of his thinking nap, they felt they must exert them- 
selves. The difficulty was that after what had 
happened every one was shy of going into an orchis 
flower at all. No one wanted a foreign body on 
his own head ! 

"Suppose we begin," suggested the professor, 
"by examining what the foreign body really is. 
If we find that out, we can perhaps decide where 
it comes from, without dangerous personal experi- 
ments. " 

The proposal was received with acclamation, 
and the afflicted bumble pressed forward eagerly, 
anxious to have his foreign body removed for the 
experiment. But this was more easily talked of 
than done. Even Dr. Earwig's surgical skill in 
twitching, pinching, and pulling failed. The 
foreign body resisted his efforts. ^^ Attached does 
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meiin stuck fast in this case I think, professor," 
chuckled a bumble who w as trying to help. 

** And very much attached too," giggled the pro- 
fessor in reply. Just then, however, he gained his 
point. By diijt of leverage he succeeded in raising 
the thing from the bumble's head ; — at the expense 
of a few hairs to the bumble, it must be ovnied, to 
say nothing of the nervous shock consequent upon 
all operations. The poor fellow bounced grum- 
bling into the air, while the professor and half a 
dozen bumbles rolled the foreign body about to 
discover what it was, if possible. 

It was about the length of one joint of a bee's 
leg, and was in appearance like a miniature c^e's 
club or policeman s life-preserver, only the knob 
part was as long as the stalk. And the stalk 
seemed to come out of a tiny ball which was 
covered with something as sticky as glue. Hence 
whatever it touched it fastened itself to, and very 
fast indeed. What could it be? 

** If one only lived in a shell now," remarked 
another bumble with a humorous hum, " this 
would be just the moment for retiring inside 
to " 

"Atchew!" A sneeze from the professor 
drowned the last word. 

** It must be that horrible flower-dust in those 
horrible packets — atchew ! " sneezed the professor. 

** It certainly is the horrible flower-dust in those 
hoiTible packets — atchew ! " sneezed the assistant 
bumble in echo. 

"What packets? W^hat flower^ust?" asked 
the solemn voice of Sir Helix, whom the sneezing 
had disturbed once more. 

"The knob of the foreign body. Sir Helix," 
explained Dr. Earwig. ** It turns out to be a mass 
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of flower-dust packets. I was poking at them too 
close and snuffed up some of the nasty flower- 
dust, you know — ^pah I " 

*' But I don^t know — how should I ?" responded 
the sitting magistrate. 

" Ah 1 that is because you do not visit the 
flowers as you do the leaves, observed the assistant 
bumble. *' If you went among them as we do, 
you would soon see plenty of flower-dust— generally 
loose on the top of stalks where you can shake it 
off as you go by — not done up in stupid little packets 
like these. Our cousins the hive-bees, who find 
out pretty nearly everything, have a tradition that 
no flower-seeds can grow without it, and I believe 
them. Certainly it commonly falls on some sticky 
surface or stalk just over where the seeds lie. 
Why, there's flower-dust enough in a single white 
lily to colour you bright yellow from horns to 
shell. Sir Helix ! If you'll come up into one with 
me some day I will show you." 

"I had rather take the fact on trust from my 
learned brother," rejoined the sitting magistrate. 
" Meantime, While I am thinking the matter over, 
surely you gentlemen who are so constantly in- 
side the flowers will not have much difficulty in 
finding out which of them grows these (as you say) 
unusual flower-dust bundles. Adieu ! Buzz into 
my shell when you can answer my question." 

He was gone, and the assistant bumble, a little 
disconcerted at the result of his interference, begaa 
to call for the professor to tell them what to do 
next. But the professor was gone too I 

***** 

People talk of the courage of the lion, but me- 
thinks it is easy to be courageous when you know 
you can eat your enemy up. Commend me to the 
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courage of a shy being who dares an experiment 
in the face of an indefinite risk ! 

The professor had wearied of so much talking 
and the bandying backwards and forwards of small 
witticisms. " It^ the bumble's vocation,*' thought 
he to himself, " and I suppose they must practise 
for it, but it brings one no nearer the mark, and 
that's where I want to be. I go in for discovery 
and honour. Perhaps that's a professor's voca- 
tion. " 

Perhaps it is. Certainly it was a great moment 
for Dr. Earwig, when, in pursuance of his deter- 
mination to "do and dare," he ran up the spike 
of an orchis plant and wriggled himself on to the 
tongue-like lip of one of the flowers, in order to 
peep inside. The tiny chamber was dark enough 
at first, but by degrees he could discern objects, 
and perceived in front of him, but quite above his 
head, a roundish protuljerance or shelf overhanging 
the entrance to the throat-like flower-pouch (called 
nectary), in which insects find their food. And 
upon this shelf (how the professor's heart glowed 
at the sight !) stood two shapes side, by side, evi- 
dently foreign bodies, but partially concealed by 
membranous covers. And they were evidently 
not "foreign bodies "here, but formed part and 
parcel of the flower. The secret — where foreign 
bodies came from — was out then, but how had 
the bumble and the moth got at them— that was 
the difficulty. Had the things ^vm themselves 
.or ift-en taken away ? The professor was guilty of 
wishing the flower would turn into an insect and 
tell him the truth about iL For you must know 
the flowers speak in too low a whisper for even 
insects to hear them, so the two worlds do not 
communicate. Dr. Earwig could only wish and 
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wonder, therefore, for he was not daring enough to 
climb up and touch the shapes himself, when 
suddenly he became aware of a flutter of wings, 
and had only just time to squeeze on one side 
when a gay young butterfly lighted on the flower- 
lip where he had been but a second before ; un- 
coiled and dipped her delicate proboscis into the 
nectary — paused awhile, then drew it up and flew 
away. Dr. Earwig scuttled back to his post at 
once and took another peep— but all was as 
before. The shapes stood still in the same place. 
They had neither given themselves nor been 
taken away — there was no fresh light on the sub- 
ject. What was to be done ? The professor be- 
gan to face the idea that he must examine them 
himself. Suppose he laid hold of one with his 
pincers, for instance? — In that case it could not, 
at any rate, fasten itself on his head ! — Just then, 
however, there was another fanning of the air, 
announcing another visitor. Another butterfly was 
in search of food, another proboscis plunged into 
the nectary. 

Was the creature larger or more active than the 
last ? Had its proboscis more strength, or did it 
uncoil with more heedless violence? Who shall 
say? Certain it is that in the process it struck 
upwards against the round protuberance ; there 
was a jar and crack in the delicate machinery, and 
out came a foreign body with its sticky ball. 

The professor had seen part of the process and 
surmised the rest. He would make sure, however. 
When the butterfly was about to fly off", therefore, 
she found Dr. Earwig in the way, who, under 
pretence of apologizing for his accidental presence 
there, took the opportunity of eyeing her probos- 
cis very carefully. And there assuredly was the 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 THE CAUSE AND THE CAUSER. 

foreign body exactly like those he haxl seen before 
— only not in the same position. Those on the 
bee and the moth had lain in a very neaily hori- 
zontal line — this stood as nearly upright. Stop 
though ! it was upright when he first looked at it, 
but now moment by moment it was lowering 
itself. "It's falling off ! Attached does not mean 
stuck fast in this case," thought the professor to 
himself ! But no ! it only went on lowering till it 
lay in an almost horizontal line like the others. 
Then it stopped. 

" Allow me, madam,'* cried Dr. Earwig, in sheer 
desperation. **A little something has fallen on 
your proboscis, I think," and he whisked a feeler 
against the foreign body as he spoke. He might 
as well have whisked it against a rock. 

" You see double this morning I fear, doctor," 
smiled the butterfly. **My proboscis has only 
dipped into a few nectaries of these charming 
orchids. Nothing can have dropped on it from 
them. A bright day to you and clear eyes ! " 

"She does not know she has taken it then," 
mused the professor, **so she is not to blame, 
pretty creature I The flowers have much to answer 
for in loading her if they know what they are about. 
Ah, well ! I must look into the matter a little fur- 
ther." Saying which he went on to visit several 
other flowers of the spike, but observed nothing 
new in them, until at last he came to one where 
was a different state of things indeed ! The shelf on 
which the foreign bodies usually stood was there, 
but no foreign bodies were upon it. Dr. Earwig 
grew bold in consequence. He would take a 
"good look round" he thought, and did so, peep- 
ing into the dark entrance of the nectary, though 
he did not venture down, being uncertain what he 
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might find at the bottom* But in gazing across the 
opening he perceived that the back wall— that below 
the protuberance — had a sticky surface like those 
on which flower-dust is commonly shed ; and what 
was that in one corner— a patch of flower-dust? 
was it possible ? how could it have got there ? It 
was impossible the flower should have dusted 
itself. ... 

At this moment there was another flutter of 
wings, and, slipping into the nectary backwards 
(his only chance), the professor saw the entrance of 
his old friend the butterfly, with the foreign body 
on her proboscis. This she at once uncoiled, and 
in doing so the knob of the foreign body hit the 
sticky surface of the wall, several flower-dust 
packets came off, and the wall received several fresh 
patches in consequences. 

"Do you know "shouted Dr. Earwig, greatly 

excited. But the butterfly had at the same in- 
stant become aware of a really ** foreign body " in 
the nectary — Dr. Earwig himself, namely; and 
without stopping to answer questions she drew up 
her proboscis and was gone. 



An hour afterwards the whole bumble company 
were buzzing outside the sitting magistrate's shell. 

"Well?" he asked from* within. 

**I have come back," answered the professor, 
who stood by awaiting the re-awakening of his 
friend. 

**I hear by your voice that you bring news, 
doctor. Say on. I can listen as I am," said Sir 
Helix, coming to the door. And the following 
dialogue passed between them. 

Dr. Earwig, "There are foreign bodies ia 
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orchis flowers, Sir Helix. They are part of the 
flower. They hold the flower-dust. " 

Sir Helix, ** What business have the insects to 
take them away then? People must expect to 
come to grief who meddle with what does not be- 
long to them." 

Dr. Earwig, *' But they don't take them ; at 
least they don't know that they do." 

Sir hi'lix, ** You refine, doctor, you refine. 
They must either take them or let them alone." 

Dr, Earwig. ** No, it is drawing too straight 
lines to say so. They visit orchis flowers for food, 
and sometimes as they dive into a nectary a foreign 
body drops on their proboscis or head. You 
can't call that their taking it, can you ? " 

Sir Helix. " Is it the flower's doing then ? " 

Dr, Earwig. "They cannot be said to do it 
either. The fact is, it happens. The entrance to 
ths neciary is very narrow in one place. It is 
partially blocked up by an overhanging protube- 
rance on which the foreign bodies stand. A pro- 
boscis is very apt to hit it in dropping into the 
nectary. And when it is hit, some delicate ma- 
chinery is disturbed and cracked, and lets the 
sticky balls of one if not both foreign bodies touch 
whatever is below ; the proboscis in the case of a 
moth ; the head in the case of a bee. If I were to 
touch it with my pincers the foreign bodies would 
adhere to them." 

Sir Helix, ** How badly the flower must be con- 
structed, doctor; we shall find the fault there, 
I believe." 

Dr, Eanuig, " Excuse my repeating 'No' so 
often. But I must say it here. The flower is a 
masterpiece of ingenious contrivance." 

Sir Helix. ** Is dropping the flower-dust reccp- 
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tacle which it wants for itself upon the heads of in- 
sects who don't want it and can make no use of it 
a proof thereof, eh, doctor ? " 

Dr, Earwig, "Well really, yes. The insects 
don't want it for themselves certainly, but they 
can and do use it for others. The flower dust re- 
ceptacles are so far off the sticky surface which re- 
quires dusting, that the flower cannot dust itself as 
other flowers do. Hence the seed would come to 
nothing and the race die out but for — what do you 
think?" 

Sir Helix, " I am not fairly in my shell and do 
not choose to think." 

T>r. Earwig. " Well then —but for these extra- 
ordinary accidents of insects carrying away the 
flower-dust. Away they go afterwards into other 
flowers — the foreign body knob foremost, you un- 
derstand, so that it strikes the sticky surface 
which happens to lie just in its way at the entrance 
of the nectary. Whereupon off" come one or two 
flower-dust packets and the deed is done ! The 
sticky surface is scattered over with dust, the seeds 
vivify, the race goes on !" 

Sir Helix. ** And the insect gets no credit for 
what it has done?" 

Dr. Earwig. "It has earned none. It was 
helping itself to food in both cases — nothing more. " 

Sir Helix. " The flower then ? " 

Dr. Earwig. * * Has done nothing intentionally. 
Cannot help the blow of the proboscis — cannot 
know what the insect will do with the flower-dust 
when it goes away. The races do not communi- 
cate." 

Sir Helix, ** You call all these cases 'extra- 
ordinary accidents ? ' " 

Dr, Earwig, ** Careless language, Sir Helix. 

II. N 
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I only profess to have collected the facts. It is for 
you and our learned friends to draw conclusions." 
Here ended the evidence. It. now remained for 
the bumbling barristers to give their opinions, and 
the sitting magistrate to pronounce judgment 



By this time the day was wearing fast to sunset, 
and a rich glow was stealing into the air and tinting 
the old walls of the ruined castle on the cliff. Out 
at sea the sails were beginning to be 

" darken'd i^i the west 
And rosed in the east ; " * 

and even in the disaissions which followed the 
consideration of the evidence, the gentler hour 
brought a gentler tone into the buzz of the argu- 
ment. 

Still the Bumbles had their opinions, and bum- 
bled freely what they thought. Bumble major, for 
instance, was an " accidentalism ^^^ and smiled with 
benign contempt at the fuss everybody was making 
about a few common-place facts. As to attempting 
to explain everything that existed or happened, he 
wished any one patience and a long life who at- 
tempted it. He found so many things puzzling 
and contradictory, that he had come to the conclu- 
sion that everything happened by accident, and 
might have happened five hundred other ways if it 
had so happened it had. Consequently, it was a 
mere waste of time to theorize about facts, as if any 
sort of body or being had either the credit or the 
blame of causing them. Chance had caused them 
— ^it caused everything. With this simple solution 
in his mind it had amused him much — in spite of 
the sad occasion which had brought them together — 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CAUSE AND THE CAUSER, 179 

(here the widow sighed audibly) — to observe the ten- 
dency everybody seemed to have to discover some* 
thing beyond what was discoverable — some causer 
of causes, or rather of accidents. Why, the notion 
was laughable — was a contradiction in itself. 

Bumble minor, on the other hand, was a ** natu^ 
ralistic.*^ He insisted that nature, modified by cir- 
cumstances, did everything, and accounted for 
everything. He called it race-experience. By 
race-experience, flowers, liable to be injured by 
rain, closed against rain ; and insects sought food 
in flowers. By race-experience the sitting magis- 
trate shrank into his shell from danger, or when he 
needed repose of body or mind. By race-expe- 
rience, also, no doubt, everything had happened 
which Dr. Earwig had observed. He did not see 
how, exactly (Bumble minor was candour itself) ; 
■ but that was no matter, he was sure of the theory. 
By race-experience everything which had existence 
did the best it could for itself. Race- experience 
was therefore that causer of causes whose very ex- 
istence the accidentalists denied. There was only 
one thing it could not account for, and that was the 
strangely ill<^ical opinion held by his learned 
brother, Bumble major. 

Such was the substance of some very long 
speeches which were made on the occasion, but 
which it is unnecessary to give in detail. Bumble 
major wound up by proposing a verdict of " Acci- 
dental death " on the poor moth. Bumble minor 
suggested, "Died from natural causes," as the 
more correct way of putting it ; and the learned 
brothei^s were beginning to ai^e the point rather 
quarrelsomely, when the sitting magistrate came 
fully out of his shell, looked every one into 
silence, and began — 
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**l{ is a maxim with us snails, gentlemen, as 
you know, that the less you see, the more you 
think ; but I have found to-day that the converse 
of the statement is equally true— that the more 
you think, the less you see ; that is, the more you 
think, the more you find out how little you are 
able to see. When we met this morning to con- 
sider our poor friend's case, I believed that all we 
needed for ascertaining, not only the cause of his 
death, but who was answerable for it, was an ac- 
curate knowledge of facts ; but here we are this 
evening with all the facts before us, so little wiser 
than when we started, that two of my learned 
brothers are ready to fight for two quite opposite 
opinions, and I myself hold a third. The truth 
is, facts do not always explain themselves, but 
sometimes let in just light enough to show us we 
are in darkness. . . Yes ! I hear your dissen- 
tient murmurs at this, but the evidence has been 
placed before you — judge for yourselves. We know 
now that the moth died from an overcharge of 
foreign bodies on its proboscis ; that foreign bodies 
fall on insects who seek food in orchis flowers, 
whenever they hit a particular place in a parti- 
cular way, which very often happens ; that, pass- 
ing thence to other orchis flowers, the foreign body 
hits them in another place, thereby scattering dust 
upon them, which fertilizes the seeds below ; that 
but for this process the orchis race must have died 
out with its first flowers, since orchis flowers can- 
not dust themselves. And that yet, nevertheless, 
neither insect nor flower is conscious of doing any- 
thing in the matter ; that as far as they are con- 
cerned the whole process each time it happens is 
an accident. Such are the facts of the case, and, 
indeed, of more than this particular case, for they 
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Open up the much larger inquiry, Who is answer- 
able for this ingenious scheme for preserving 
the orchis race from perishing, to which this one 
particular moth has fatten a victim? Who is 
answerable, gentlemen ? who is answerable ? Our 
friend Bumble major says, * No one,' because 
everything that happens, happens by accident. 
But if a process perpetually repeated, and per- 
petually working out the same means by the same 
end, is to be called an accident, how are we ever 
to distinguish accidents from things done on pur- 
pose—planned and arranged beforehand, as I ven- 
ture to pronounce this exquisite scheme to be ? " 

At this point of his speech Sir Helix paused, 
and great disturbance arose. Bumble major ex- 
pressed his contempt for the magistrate's conviction 
m no measured tones, and parties in favour of the 
different views began to collect in groups. 

Meanwhile Dr. Earwig was whispering further 
information to Sir Helix, who, when he had lieard 
it out, lifted himself up and silenced the din by 
telling the Bumbles he had not yet finished his 
speech, and they must on no account begin to 
fight till he had. He then continued — 

" But Bumble major's is not the only explana- 
tion of these difficult facts before us. Bumble 
minor has another and a far more ingenious one. 
He holds that everything in the world has a ten- 
dency, whether conscious or not, to work out its 
own good. He calls it race-experience, and thinks 
it accounts for all that either insect or flowers can 
do ; and of the existence and importance of such a 
power there can be no doubt. But Bumble minor 
is honest ; he does not pretend to tell us how the 
race-experience of a flower can make it acquainted 
with the habits of an insect ; only being confident 
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of his theory, he is sure it will explain everything 
somehow. Gentlemen, let us face this- matter, 
then, for ourselves. How can a moth's race- 
experience ever make \t advantageous to him to 
carry about foreign bodies on his proboscis? 
He may be unconscious of the presence of one 
or two perhaps, but the presence of many in- 
sures his death, as we have seen to-day, and the 
presence of several must be at any rate incon- 
venient. An advantage to the moth they can 
never be, except, that, by assisting to j)erpetuate 
the race of orchids, he is assisting to perpetuate 
the supply of food for himself and future genera- 
tions. But such a calculation as this implies 
foresight, not race-experience ; and I doubt if 
Bumble minor himself attributes foresight to the 
moths of his acquaintance. 

** Then as to the flower : it is not an agent at all. 
"Whether it lets down the foreign body on the in- 
sect or not, depends upon whether the insect hits 
it sufficiiently or not. It has no choice in the 
matter. But supposing it had, and could let the 
foreign body down at will, what amount of race- 
experience can teach it that it is for its advantage 
to do so ? To know this the flower also must be 
gifted Wiih foresight, and a race-experience besides 
its ®wn, for it must anticipate what the insect is 
likely to do. And will even Bumble minor assert 
this of any flower ? 

** This is not all, however. There is one part 
of the process which our friend the professor has 
just communicated to me which introduces a quite 
new feature into the case. The foreign body as 
dropped by the flower, and as received by the 
insect, would be of no use whatever— could 
actually never hit the sticky surface where it is 
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wanted, but would knock against other places 
where the flower-dust would be wasted if scat- 
tered, and do no good. To effect its purpose in 
the world, it must change its position, and from 
being nearly upright it must lower itself to a 
particular slope, in which posture, and which only, 
it will on entering another flower strike the ap- 
pointed spot. This extraordinary movement on 
the part of the foreign body the acute professor 
witnessed with his own eyes, ascertaining, also, 
that when once the requisite position was gained, 
the foreign b€)dy resisted all further efforts at dis- 
placement. What think you of this, gentlemen? 
Who is answerable ? again I ask. The insect, the 
flower, or — shall we say— the foreign body itself? 
For — who knows, my friends ? — perhaps among my 
bumbling brothers some Bumble minimus may be 
found who will tell us foreign bodies also are gifted 
with race-experience, foresiglit, and a knowledge 
of the race-experience of other races besides their 
own ! 

"Jesting apart, it is for you to judge whether 
accident, as Bumble major would say, or the sepa- 
rate race-experience of either flower or insect, as 
Bumble minor holds, or of the foreign body itself, 
is accountable for the marvellous facts we have 
been considering ; or whether, as / venture to 
assert " (here Sir Helix lifted his head off" the 
ground as if he would fain creep upwards by the 
air), ** the whole interesting, most complex process 
does not force us upon faith in the contriving 
intelligence of some agent beyond either insect or 
flower in power, and acauainted equally with the 
race-experience of both. ' 

A tumult of mingled dissent and assent here 
interrupted the sitting magistrate's speech ; and it 
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was only after a considerable time, and amidst 
much lingering disturbance, he got a hearing again. 

** Gentlemen, I have heard but too plainly the 
ridicule cast upon me for asserting my belief in a 
poAver I cannot see, and of which I know little, 
but that {judging by what it accomplishes) it 
MUST have existence. So irresistible, however, 
appears to me the evidence for this, that I will tell 
you another of my convictions. It is only a false 
pride which prevents your acknowledging it as 
I do. You refuse to be baffled. You roam 
the air and think you must compass all things. 
I retire into my shell and discover that we do 
but see in part and do well to admit it. The 
creed may be humiliating, but what do your 
leaders offer instead ? Explanations far more 
incredible, because contradictory to reason and 
unworthy of faith : — ^just consider them— either a 
constantly recurring scries of accidents constantly 
working to one end, or races of beings which never 
communicate, immemorially endowed with fore- 
sight into each other's race-experience ! No ! I 
have never been hard of faith, but on such irra- 
tional dogmas as these I must remain a sceptic for 
ever. 

'* I pronounce the verdict, then, on our lamented 
friend, * Died from an accidental overcharge of 
foreign bodies.* I grant thus much to my learned 
friend Bumble major, and if you like to add, 
'acquired in a natural search aifter food,* Bumble 
major is welcome to the admission. In the larger 
matter opened by this inquiry, you must each 
judge for himself. I have done so. Henceforth 
I live and die and think in the faith of the Great 
Unknown Intelligence who planned what I call, 
as Dr. Earwig did the flower, a masterpiece of 
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ingmiotts contrivance, the scheme for the fertili- 
zation of orchids.'* 

• • » • • 

O years that come and go, you have left the 
ruined castle and the cliffs still standing. Sun- 
shine lights up the same bank — the same races of 
orchids flourish. Let the strollers on the grassy 
sloi)e move softly, or perchance sit down and sleep. 
Then in a vision they may chance to hear the 
Bumbles still arguing the old questions, and ob- 
serve the snail under the hart*s-tongue fern still 
confident in his faith, the professor sure of his 
facts by the side. Let no one disturb either, for I 
say to all who would do so. You have nothing 
but darkness to offer them in exchange for theit 
light. 
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" It is easier and safer, and more pleasant, to live in obe- 
dience, than to be at our own disposing."— Jeremy Taylor. 




HERE was nobody in the room ; for, 
though it was the night of the yearly 
ball, the company had just gone down 
to supper. The walls were beautifully 
decorated from top to bottom. Bright pink 
calico, in alternate plain and plaited stripes, 
formed a soft covering over the dark flock paper ; 
and bunches of artificial flowers held up festoons 
of the same material here and there. White 
muslin curtains hung gracefully round the mirrored 
shutters, and made the long side wall look like 
one sheet of glass, interrupted only by drooping 
drapery-folds. Not a comer was left uncovered. 
The very floor was carpeted with hoUand. Not!^ing 
could be more satisfactory, from the glass chan- 
delier, whose tinted wax-lights threw a mellow 
illumination over the whole, down to the polished 
fire-irons, which caught the reflection and sent it 
out again in a thousand fantastic gleams. 

And the fire in the shining grate grew hotter 
and hotter, for the servants had piled up coalf 
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upon wood, and wood upon coals, and left them to 
burn as they pleased. The air, too, being clear 
and frosty (for it was winter-time), the draught 
which swept through the large empty space from 
the opened window at the farther end was just of 
the kind to produce a blaze. ** Flare up ! " it 
seemed to be saying to the fire. And the fire 
flared accordingly, till the flames ran right roimd 
the wooden logs, so that they crackled and spit, 
and sent out sparks, which went up with the 
general roar of the burning into the dark, black 
chimney. 

You have heard the fire roar often enough, I 
dare say, dear reader ; but have you ever wondered 
why it roared ? That is by no means so certain. 
Would you like to know why it roars, however, 
now ? I suspect you would ; so stoop down, and 
I will whisper you a secret. There are ghosts 
in it ! 

Nay, do not be frightened — only, as there are 
ghosts in the fire, and very powerful ones too, you 
need not be surprised that it cannot be trifled 
with, nor that it is always struggling to have its 
own way, and makes a good deal of noise in the 
world. Moreover, our particular fire was less 
manageable than usual on that particular night : 
because it had grown so huge, the ghosts were 
quite uproarious, — and then the draught from the 
window was so irritating I 

For, to whisper another secret— there are ghosts 
in the air, too, and the rascals enjt»y nothing more 
than to lash up a small fire till it becomes a big 
one, and has consumed all before it ; after which 
the ghosts go off together. 

Now, across the front of the splendid grate hung 
a brass crinoline guard. That was to prevent the 
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fire-ghosts from laying hold of the young ladies' 
dresses as they whirled by in the waltz, and might 
otherwise have whisked their gossamer skirts 
against the bars. One touch was enough ; no 
need to wait for a second. Those fire-ghosts are 
keen as Indians after their prey ; when once they 
lay hold, they won*t let go ; and woe betide the 
young laidies then ! 

So the brass guard was hung across the grate, 
and did all it could to keep the fire \iithin bounds. 
That was its business also. It had not only to 
keep the young ladies* dresses off the bars, but to 
prevent even the least scrap of burning coal or 
wood firom bursting out and getting into the room 
— a dignified employment enough for the guard, 
but a mortifying restraint to a rollicking fire. 

" Why don't you get rid of the fellow? " puffed 
the Draught. ** Here is an opportunity of a thou- 
sand for a frolic, and you are letting it slip hour 
after hour. I should scorn to be controlled with- 
out an effort!" 

** Blow him aside yourself, if you can,*' roared 
the Fire. *' Do you think I like a gaoler better 
than you do ? " 

**It is your business, not mine,'* whistled the 
Draught ** I can take care of myself." 

But he only said this because he felt his puffing 
to be in vain, and did not care to own his in- 
efficiency. The hook which held up the crinoline 
guard on one of the sides at any rate was quil« 
firm, and he had no power against it. 

** But I am not at liberty lUce you are," expostu- 
lated the Fire. 

" More shame for you ! *' whistled the Draught. 
** What have you got powers for, if you can't us« 
them?" 
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" But I canU^^* bellowed the Fire. 

** Because you truckle to other people's conve- 
nience, and let yourself be controlled," persisted 
the Draught. 

** Be controlled ! " repeated a musical echo from 
above. **It is safest and pleasantest — look at 
us r* It was the wax-light ghosts in the chande- 
lier that spoke. As fire, you know, they had their 
ghosts like other people ; only these were well-regu- 
lated ghosts, who lived happy under guidance, and 
never tried to set up for rulers. But their soft 
remark passed unnoticed. Their friends below 
were too hot and noisy to hear anybody but 
themselves. Besides, the Draught was talking all 
the time. 

" The powers I possess are mine to use," cried 
he, in a sort of fine indignation. '* It is a natural 
right, and as such I claim it." 

** And I too —I too," moaned the Fire. "It's a 
natural right, and I claim it — only " 

" Only you can't get it acknowledged," jeered 
the Draught. 

" That^s it ! " shrieked the Fire. 

" Then make it felt by main force," hissed the 
Draught. ** Assert it as others do. Did any one 
* control ' the crowds who were here just now, 
think you? Didn't they fling about, and swing 
hither arid thither just as they pleased — ^ay, and 
enjoy their liberty right in the face of— let me 
speak the truth for once— you» their slave ? " 

**I am slave to no one," burst out the Fire, 
more fiercely than ever. ** A workman I may be, 
but no slave ! " 

" Use your powers to the fiill, and I will believe 
you," shouted the Draught. ** Frolic with me now 
^ound the room ; you have the right, if you have 
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the power. But to stick in that narrow grate — 
you, who might rule the world ; to stick in that 
narrow grate— merely to do good to others " 

"Do good to others," echoed the ghosts from 
above. " There is no other security for yourself." 
They were such conservative ghosts, you see, and 
had such peculiar ideas about freedom ! But, as 
before, no one listened, for the Draught was still 
talking. 

"It's a disgrace to'your nature," was the con- 
cluding remark ; and it lashed the poor Fire into a 
frenzy. 

The heat of the room, too, was becoming in- 
sufferable, and everything seemed bursting. The 
woodwork had much ado not to warp ; the metals 
felt ready to melt, and the glass mirrors to crack ; 
when, lo ! there came a crash and a dull blow on 
the ground. A charred log had given way, and 
fallen against a lump of coal which was but lightly 
balanced on the upper bar of the grate. A gust 
from the window had helped them as they came in 
collision, and sent them spinning against the 
crinoline guard. It was the side where the hook 
was not fast, and it gave way, and the burning 
fuel came floundering on the floor. 

The floor ? Yes ! but it was covered with hol- 
land, and this the fire-ghosts laid hold of at once : 
ran along it like a stream, devouring it as they 
went. Then up, up, up, among the stripes and 
folds of pink calico, making moulhfuls of the 
flower festoons wherever they found them ; swing- 
ing here, flying out there, just as the crowds 
of dancers had done before, wherever they pleased. 

And so on and on round the room, till nothing 
was left of the white muslin curtains but a few 
light ashes, which eddying draughts carried up to 
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the ceiling. At last the fire -ghosts had danced 
over everything, and the mild little wax-lights had 
melted away in grief. 

**Now at last I have asserted my rights,'* said 
the Fire ; ** now at last I am using my powers fully 
and for myself ; now comes my turn to be master. * 

He never was more mistaken ! The Smoke had 
said from the first he would tell tales, but nobody 
believed him. He meant what he said, however, 
stole quietly downstairs, made his way into the 
supper-room, and told everybody there, as plain as 
any words could have spoken it, that the ball-room 
was on fire. 

There was a terrible commotion, as you may 
suppose. All • the guests jumped up from their 
chairs, and were for rushing to see what was to be 
seen. But some sensible man stopped the ladies, 
and kept them quiet downstairs. The fire-ghosts 
would have had them all otherwise. Meanwhile 
barrels of water from the pond were bein^j poured 
upon the flames. And if the fire and air ghosts 
had been noisy before, what do you think hap- 
pened now, when water-ghosts joined in the mileief 
Well, hissing was added to roaring ; for between 
fire and water the struggle is always deadly, and no 
quarter is given ; one or other must perish. 

What became of the Fire, then, do you ask? 
The Water got the better and put him out ; so, 
instead of his being master, there was an end of 
him altogether. Let us wTite his epitaph ; it is all 
that remains for us to do. 

** He claimed a natural right to the unrestrained 
use of his natural powers — had his way — and 
perished in consequence." It will fit a good many 
graves besides his. 

As to what became of the ghosts, I dare not 
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venture to say. But if you don't like to call them 
ghosts, call them elementary principles, indecom- 
fxmndable substances— ^«j«, even, if you please. 
The name is not very important in the matter. 
And be patient if some old grandmother tells you 
this is nonsense — that fire and air are elements ; 
that is, simple substances made up of nothing but 
Vtemselves ; so that all I have said about ghosts 
being in them is simply impossible. She speaks 
as she was taught in the days of her youth ; so be 
patient with the good old soul ; but do not limit 
your ideas of possibility by an old grandmother's 
limited means of judging. The ghosts are there, 
tiiough her strongest spectacles will not enable her 
to see them. 
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** If we, God's conscious creatures, knew 

But half your faith in our decay, 
We should not tremble as we do 

When summon'd clay to clay." — Mortality % 
By the Author of John Halifax^ Gentleman.** 




Y your leave," whispered the Moss ; 
but so gently as to disturb nobody — 

** by your leave " 

It was beginning to creep up an old, 
broken red flower- pot, which stood on a rickety 
tea-box turned topsy-turvy under a shed. The 
broken flower-uot did not object, of course. Indeed, 
if it had had a heart to answer at all, it would have 
said, "By all means," and perhaps, "Thanks." 
As it was it stood still and said nothing, and the 
moss went on creeping. 

It had been in honour once, that poor old 
broken-down flower-pot. It had stood in a hand- 
some green stand in a drawing-room window, and 
people had come up to it and said, " How beauti- 
ful ! " But that was a long time ago, and because 
it held inside a lovely yellow rose in full flower, 
and the "How beautiful \ " was meant for the rose. 
Still, next to being admired oneself, comes hav- 
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ing something to do with those who are, especially 
if one can be of use to them ; and the flower-pot 
was as proud of supporting the tea-rose iu its 
bosom as a flower-pot can be of anything. 

Well, either the gardener was careless as well as 
old, or else the severe winter alone was to blame ; 
but certainly one day the yellow rose died, and the 
old lady of the house (everybody was old about the 
place) said to the servants, "Take it away at 
once ; I cannot bear the sight of it ! " 

So they carried it out of the room, and the 
gardener wheeled it down to the shed in the 
comer of the paddock, and set it upright on the 
tea-box to wait till he could ** attend to it," as he 
said. 

Now the shed was almost as old as the people 
about the place ; quite as old, in fact, in propor- 
tion. The thatch was full of broken-in holes on 
one side, and within was loaded with cobwebs ; ' 
but as it had nothing to protect but rubbish, that 
mattered but little. Its contents, besides the 
yellow rose, were the cracked tea-box, some frag- 
ments of hampers, a mouldy piece of matting, one 
or two worm-eaten beams of wood, and here and 
there potsherds and dried earth. Now and then, 
indeed, the gardener would slip in a few flower- 
ix>ts in which tulips, crocuses, or other bulbs had 
died down, to wait till he could "attend to them," 
as he said of the rose. As he always said, in fact ; 
meaning that he intended, some day, to empty 
them, stow away the bulbs, and put in fresh soil, 
and plants fit for the season. But that day of 
being "attended to " seldom came. At any rate 
the pots were generally broken, and the bulbs de- 
cayed or lost before it arrived which was nobody's 
(auk, of course ; only an unfortunate accident. 
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And this was what happened to the yellow rose- 
pot. Days and months went on (I do not caite to 
say how many), and at last it got a blow on its side 
— nobody knew how — and out tumbled a large 
three-cornered piece upon the tea-box. Then fol- 
lowed a handful of earth ; then the whole rose-tree, 
stem and root. And there they all lay together till 
the soil turned white as dust. Only the broken 
flower-pot stood upright as before. 

For how long, do you ask ? Let us measure time 
by events. It stood till the moss on the wall at the 
upper end of the paddock had scattered its seed-dust 
so many years that it had reached the farther end 
where the shed was, got into it, climbed over the 
worm-eaten beams, up the side of the tea-box, just 
over the Chinese sign vouching for the fine flavour 
of the leaves within, and so up till it touched the 
broken flower-pot itself, and made the deferential 
remark, ** By your leave." 

It had said so all along its journey, poor little 
dear ! — for the kindest creatures always are most 
modest— but there was no need for apology any- 
where. 

"I'm sure you're welcome," smiled tj(| old Wall ; 
and he might well be pleased. The moss had filled 
up his worn crevices, covered his roughnesses, and 
tightened his loose mortar. He could stand his 
ground now .twice as well as before. 

" You make me young again," blushed the worm- 
eaten Beam (being wood, you know, he must needs 
blush green). 

"This was just the tint of my fine-flavoured 
leaves ! " sighed the Tea-box to himself, though he 
could not have had a veiy good eye for colour to 
have said so. ** I wonder what the thing is \ " 

He wouldn't ask, you see, because he came from 
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tlie Celestial empire, and declined intercourse with 
his inferiors. 

So the moss was welcome everywhere, even to 
those who would not acknowledge it ; even to the 
flower-pot, though it said nothing. It was troubled 
with a sort of ** As you please" feeling, — that was 
the fact Indifference as to what any one could do, 
or that could possibly happen henceforth for ever. 

Meanwhile the days rolled after each other as 
before, and the moss reached the broken side of 
the pot. 

" This is bad indeed," it whispered ; but crept 
on steadily all the same, stealing over the sharp, jr- 
regular edges, till it had hidden them under its soft 
green velvet cover. ** Never mind ; the wound can 
be healed," it kept saying as it spread. 

And it said well The spring-time came and the 
moss grew greener than ever where it spread, but 
there was enough red flower-pot left to form a 
beautiful contrast. It stood upright now with as 
warm a heart as before. Somebody was caring for 
it. This was almost better than carrying the yellow 
rose in its bosom. Something nearer, dearer to 
itself. 

** You will not leave me, I hope?" it said. 

"Not of my own accord, ever," answered the 
Moss. 

" I am not so bright always as no\y, you know, 
but never mind ; spring always returns. 

Even when spring was there, however, the gar- 
dener took no notice of either of them, which was 
perhaps lucky, as he might otherwise have "at- 
tended" to them too much. 

The old lady of the house noticed them though, 
as she was strolling one day arm-in-arm with her 
old husband, the rector, along the garden walk 
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outside the paddock. But then she had come out 
with her "distance" spectacles on. 

** What's that in the shed yonder, looking so 
bright and pretty, my dear?" asked she. 

" In the shed, Mary? There can be nothing ! ** 
was his decisive reply. 

** There mtist be something, John, or I shouldn't 
see it," persisted she. 

** We will go and look then, my love,** said he, 
gently. 

P'or whether he had been a patient man all his life 
one cannot say, but he had grown into it now. 

So the old couple toddled through the gate to the 
shed, and he stepped aside and peeped in. 

*' It's only a bit of fresh moss covering upa broken 
flower-pot, love," remarked he. *' It's young, and 
it's bright, and it shines. " 

" I see," said the wife ; and they stood still and 
looked together. 

^* What a contrast to the old rubbish round it ! " 
murmured the old man. "Life in death, as it 
were. Let us go home, dear ! " 

So they went. 

By-and-bye came another along the garden walk, 
and she saw it too. She was a bird of passage at 
the rectory, the old folks' granddaughter. 

" It's perfect ! " cried she, clapping her hands 
when she had rushed through the gate to see what 
was to be seen in the shed. 

And it certainly was the most striking bit of 
"still life " she had ever seen since her master had 
set her to colour such things. In general, you 
know, people have to make a picturesque disorder 
for themselves. They must fetch a pan from the 
kitchen, a broken jar from the scullery, a torn 
napkin from the linen 'closet, and a stained hat 
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from the garden scarecrow, and arrange them as 
carelessly as they can. But here there was a group 
ready made ; she had only to fetch her paper and 
sketch it down — which she did. The shadow at the 
back of the shed threw out the tea-box and flower- 
pot in bold relief, and the sunshine tipped the moss 
with an emerald fire. It was so in the scene, and 
she put it so on th6 paper. It was beautiful. 

" Veiy beautiful ! " exclaimed the grandmother 
when she saw it: ** Life in death, dear, as you said,*' 
she added, handing it to her husband. "That 
should be written underneath." 

**But there will soon be nothing but life," 
laughed the girl. ** The moss has come all the way 
down the field, and is hard at work in the shed — 
covering up all the miserable old rubbish ; you un- 
tidy old grandfather, for leaving it there ! " 

"Write 'Charity' underneath, then," cried h^, 
turning his face to her with a gentle smile. 

"I shall write both," murmured the girl, •for 
something had touched her feelings. So she took out 
a pencil and wrote " Life in death. CHARITY." 
But she printed the last word in capitals. 
4> 4> * * * 

"By your leave," whispered the Moss again. 
This time it was creeping from the moist edge of 
the lawn on to the terrace walk in front of the 
house. " Bv your leave." 

And nobody objected ; only the old Gravel kept 
groaning to himself, " I have such memories ! Ah 
i. e ! such memories ! " 

** I will guard them and keep them fresh," 
whispered the Moss ; and crept in among the old 
stony memories, till nobody would have known 
them again. 

Had the old lady of the house been about with 
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eyes to see indeed, she would have called to the 
gardener, and bidden him scrape the moss oflF the 
walk, lest some one should fall ; she had done so 
often enough before, of late years. One can't allow 
sentiment everywhere, you know. But nobody in- 
terfered now. The old lady was sick, and so was 
her old husband the rector, and the sound of foot- 
steps had ceased along the old terrace walk. Alas I 
the memories it groaned under told a very different 
tale. Heaps of little feet, as well as the parents', 
had pattered on it once, and the moss had kept its 
place in the grass. And when the little feet grew 
bigger, and trod it oftener and firmer still, the moss 
stUl held back. Then by-and-bye they dropped off 
— one pair after another — till the old people's steps 
sounded alone on the gravel, and the walk must be 
scraped from time to time or it would have been 
overgrown and slippery. But now, though no foot 
had passed over it for weeks, neither master nor 
mistress came to say it must be cleaned ; the old 
gardener sat whimpering over his pipe in the tool- 
house, and the moss went on creeping over the 
gravel. 

And the days rolled after each other as before, 
till one came when the front doors were re-opened, 
and life seemed to break out again on the terrace 
walk. A procession was coming along, and the 
footsteps were more than firm — they fell heavy on 
the moss over which they trod, as if some burthen 
weighed them down. The moss had covered the 
terrace walk quite over by this time, and made it 
a pathway of tender green. There was no groan- 
ing now from the gravel ; the new life and the old 
memories mingled so sweetly together. The very 
bearers noticed it, as they bent under the coffins 
they carried, for they felt to be stepping 6n velvet. 
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The procession was a funeral. They were carry* 
ing the old couple to their next home, in the 
churchyard close by. The two had only been 
parted a few days ; she went first, he after ; and 
then the house was left desolate till new owners 
should come. 

There had been crowds to see the funeral, of 
course. Curiosity and respect mingle on such 
occasions, and people peered through the gate or 
wandered about the grounds. At last came one 
who stood gazing till he could see nothing for 
tears. He looked up at the empty house where he 
once had friends to bid him welcome, then down 
at the green pathway to the grave over which they 
had passed for ever, and then through the trees to 
the church beyond: and then he took out his 
tablets and wrote. 

It is very odd. Though I believe he wrote a 
poem, I cannot recall the words. But the title at 
the top I see before me yet. It was the same the 
girl had written under the sketch: "Life in 
Death." Only after it, as the poet sat dreaming, 
l\e traced four capital letters, and these were not 
the same as had been written on the sketch, for 
the four letters spelt ** Hope." 

* * 4> * * 

** By your leave," whispered the Moss once more. 
It had made its way this time into the churchyard, 
and had reached the foot of a tombstone, up 
which it was beginning to creep. 

"I belong to Death," said the Tombstone, 
haughtily, as he stood upright in the cold light of 
the moon ; and the letters which formed the record 
came out dark on the surface from the shadows 
which fell within them. " I belong to Death," he 
kept repeating all along. 
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But the moss took no notice, and went on creeping. 

**I belong to Death," persisted the Tombstone 
long afterwards, though the winter had passed 
away, and the moss was beginning to shuw green 
in a fresh spring. 

What age the stone was at that time I cannot 
say. But it recorded the deaths of an old rector 
and his wife, who had only been parted a few 
days. Weather beat upon it — crawling things 
passed over it — lichens discoloured it, — it was very 
old and grey ; but still the moss crept on. On and 
upwards, till it got into the letters of the record 
where the shadows had fallen before. 

**I will cover them up," it whispered softly, 
**and the poor, good folks will seem to be alive 
again : people will not know they ever died." 

People knew and cared but little about it ; but, 
from time to time, the churchyard was cleaned, 
and the old tombstones scraped. Then they 
picked out the moss from the letters, and thought 
they had done a good deed. And perhaps they 
had. As I said before, one cannot allow sentiment 
everywhere. But the clearance was never com- 
plete. Nature is mightier than man. The seed- 
dust of the moss escaped their sight. ** I belong 
to Death," boasted the Tombstone once more, as 
he stood up, freshly cleaned, in the winter moonlight, 
unconscious of the life-germs left upon his surface. 

But with spring they budded and broke forth. 

And the days rolled after each other as before, 
and again the record of death was overgrown. 
The little moss had not been beaten. Once again it 
had filled the letters; once again it broke out 
afresh under the touch of a new spring. 

**I belong to Death," repeated the Tombstone 
but very faintly. 
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** And I to Life," murmured the Moss. 

" I like the stone where the people's names grow 
green," said the children as they passed ; and 
sometimes they went up to it, and touched the soft 
letters with their fingers, and laughed. Sometimes, 
.indeed, they read them aloud, and clapped their 
hands at the mighty feat. So the poor good folks 
were not quite forgotten. 

One day came by a new rector, and stopped. It 
was early morning, and the eastern sunshine lay 
upon the stone — upon the stone and the mossy 
letters ; and the rector stood still and read. A 
shower had just fallen and bedewed them, and they 
glittered in green and silver before his eyes. 

Then the rector went home and wrote a sermon 
(I must have seen it in my dreams, I think). The 
superscription was "Life in Death, "and a word in 
capital letters followed, but it was not the same as 
either of those I had seen before. It was blotted 
too, or I might have told you more about it ; and, 
only that men seldom cry, I could have fancied the 
rector had given a tear to his ancient predecessor 
before writing his text. 

Not because he had known him, of course, since 
the dead man had lived back into the ages. But 
every one sees his own future when he looks at a 
moss-covered tombstone ; or may do so, if he stops 
to think. For those who only stop to stare there 
is nothing, certainly, but an old stone and some 
moss. But we are not talking of such people. 

The text the rector wrote was, ** And now 
abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;" not a 
word more or less. 

What was said in the sermon I cannot telL If 
I ever knew, I have forgotten, as, alas! one so 
often does. Each person may imagine it, however, 
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for himself. All I can remember are the last 
words ; those are written on my brain, I trust, for 
ever: ** Believeth all things ^ hopeth all things , en- 
dureth all things.'* 

Whether the new rector had the old tombstone 
cleared of the moss afterwards, I often wonder. 
Very likely he had. One cannot allow sentiment 
everywhere, you know, as I have said twice before 
already. 
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** Patience and abnegation of self, and devot'on to others — 
This was the lesson a life of trial and sorrow had taught 

her. 
So was her love diffused, but, like to some odorous spices. 
Suffered no waste nor loss, though filling the air with 

aroma." — Longfellow's Evangeline, 

f I E Nightingale had a secret. His father 
and grandfather had had it before him, 
and because they had kept it, he kept 
it too ; for they were an old-fashioned 
family, and held respectfully to the customs of 
their ancestors. 

" Where do you go when you leave off singing?" 
asked the Poets ; but the Nightingale only answered 
them by a trill which told nothing they could under- 
stand, and was so beautiful they forgot to ask any 
more questions, but began to write verses about it 
instead. 

** What becomes of you when you have hatched 
your eggs and reared your young ones ? " growled 
the Naturalists. But the Nightingale piped his 
answer over their heads, and that let out no more 
than the trill had done. 

Yet he kept friendly with all creation, and con- 
trived to communicate with all. Indeed, it was 
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generally thought he came from everybody's coun- 
try, for he understood all languages ; or rather, I 
ought to say, himself spoke the universal language 
which all creatures understand without learning. 

Certain it is he was a general favourite, and wel- 
come wherever he went, as any one is sure to be 
who knows the imiversal language, and conse- 
quently can feel what his neighbour feels^-that is, 
sympathize with him. Only in the Nightingale's 
case nobody could ouite make out whether they 
were sympathizing with him or he with them. Not 
that it mattered which, perhaps ; and the truth waS, 
there was a mixture of both. Somehow or other, 
when he sang everybody felt their own hearts 
touched ; and if that is not a proof he spoke the 
universal language, there can be no such thing as a 
universal language in the world. 

Accordingly, when our Nightingale came out of 
the copse, near a magnificent kitchen-garden, one 
still midnight, and perched on an apple-tree bough 
and sang, everything that was alive and growing 
roused up to listen and converse. 

Now it was a very choice kit9hen-garden, and 
there were a great many foreigners in it. Tomatos, 
Portugal Onions, French Marrows and Beans, for 
instance; American Cress, New Zealand Spinach, 
and ever so many more besides whose names I can't 
remember. And as plants are liable to be home- 
sick, like men, these occasionally bewailed them- 
selves, wished themselves back at home, and treated 
with silent contempt the common cabbages, turnips, 
and even celery, who, as well as the weeds, called 
the garden their native land. Some of the foreigners 
had become naturalized, it is true, by long residence, 
and these took the matter easier; among them 
the Jerusalem Artichoke and Potato, though the 
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former steadily refused to flower under a sun so 
little to be depended upon for its appearance; 
and the ancestral dissatisfaction at being exiles still 
lingered in the natures of both, and would break out 
from time to time j a fact which sufficiently accounts 
for the potato disease. 

As to those obtained year by year from abroad, 
of course they were alieas altogether, and what 
communion could they possibly have either with 
the natives, or the settlers who had been inhabi- 
tants so long that their origin was almost forgotten ? 
At any rate they had none, and the nearest neigh- 
bours stood aloof and unloving, as if there was no 
common nature among them. 

What wonder, then, that when, the Nightingale 
opened his warbling in that universal language of 
his, a thousand voices saluted him with welcomes ! 

" Go on, lovely musician, dear friend, kind coun- 
tryman ! " wept one (it was the Portugal Onion). 
" At last I can open my heart. Tell me more of 
my own bright land and people. Those beautiful 
gardens, that crystal river, the purple mountains, 
the glorious city — I know them all! Your song 
transports me there once more. It is the Tagus I 
hear rushing, as it pours from hills and woods to 
water the gardens on its banks ! Oh, waters of com- 
fort and refreshment — oh, gardens of delight! why 
am I banished among strangers, insensible and dull 
of heart?" 

" The same sun by day, the same moon by night, 
stars watching above," sang the Nightingale in 
reply. "Fountains flowing for all, hopes that 
comfort all, love all-embracing, joy for ever in 
store, one home at last, ours, ever ours." 

Now this was merely the end of his song. What 
he had said besides, only his listeners can tell yoik 
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** How our country must miss you ! " sighed an- 
other (the Tomato, who had lately been planted 
out), " but how could you leave it ? Who brought 
you away ? Shall you ever go back ? If you do, take 
me with you. Back, back to the sunny 6elds where 
we grew together in beauty by thousands. Here 
I feel I must perish before the sun has reddened my 
cheeks, uncared for and uhknown." 

** The same sun by day, the same moon by night, 
stars watching above," sang the Nightingale, as be- 
fore. ** Clouds drift and pass, the blue heaven lies 
ever behind. Love wide as the world, hopes com- 
mon to all, joys shared together, one home at last, 
ours, ever ours." But still it was only the end of 
his song. And just then the moon broke out, and 
looked down upon the garden ; and stars peeped at 
it too. And the foreigners whispered for once in 
concert. ** The singer is right ; here is the moon 
he talked of. There is but one garden then, after 
all. We are but moved to another comer. We 
are not so far from home all the time. These are 
friends around us, of course ; " saying which they 
took courage, and settled down peacefully in their 
beds, prepared to work out the ends of their being 
in comfort. 

And so the French Beans and Marrows put in 
their word, for like the others they heard the voice 
as if from their native land ; and the Marrow crept 
an inch or two further over the hotbed, saying, ** I 
must return, I must return, this isolation is worse 
than solitude I " and the Bean got about as much 
higher up his pole for the same purpose ; but when 
they heard the conclusion, ** The same sun by day, 
the same moon by night," &c., the native land 
seemed merged into a common land, and the garden 
felt a world instead of a small enclosure. ** Good, 
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good, very good, " cried they therefore at last. ** II 
this be true, there is no need to wander further." 
It was well perhaps they came to this conclusion, 
for the efforts they had begun to make would not 
have carried thenr far on the road to India, or even 
France! 

Then beside all the smaller plants (of whom I 
have given but an instance or two), there were the 
fruit trees just in the same state. I'hese were set- 
tlers, and you might have thought had got used to 
the country which had adopted them. But no, un- 
less people were very tender over them, and gave 
them a warm wall and saved their roots from getting 
into ungenial soil, they got terribly out of sorts, and 
bore no fruit. There was the Peach, for instance ; 
his case was a very trying one. He could trace 
back his pedigree to Persia, and probably thought 
the Romans very presumptuous for ever transport- 
ing him to Italy ; and here he was now, in cold, 
grey England. And he felt his whole being soften 
as he listened to the Nightingale's song. 

** It is the country of my ancestors you sing of,'* 
cried he passionately ; " I must have heard you be- 
fore in dreams ! Sing on, Bird of the East ' Sing 
on, friend of the blushing rose gardens ! You waft 
me to Paradise. All is over for me, so long exiled 
in cold and darkness. Yet sing on of the fresh- 
falling fountains, and suns that never go down, and I 
shall go on dreaming the beautiful dream of the past.*' 

**The same sun by day, the same moon by night, 
stars watching above," trilled the Nightingale, as 
usual. ** Love the ever- fresh fountain, love the un- 
dying flower, love the eternal sunshine, ours, ever 
ours. * 

" I am content," sighed the Peach-tree, peace- 
fully, and went on blossoming in hope. 
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It is needless to go on. The Nightingale now 
took flight, and the next place he paused at was a 
flower garden skirted by elm-trees and a brook. 

Now within the garden palings stood a cottage- 
villa bleached white in the rays of the moon. 
And within the villa at an open window in an 
upper chamber sat a young lad almost as white. 
To-morrow he must leave the home of his childhood, 
and begin life in earnest for himself. To-morrow 
this room would be his room no more. His place 
must be far away among strangers. — Dismantled 
walls and bookshelves, ye can shed no tears, 
though ye bring many, and look down on broken 
hearts like cruel ghosts of the past I— But the lad 
in the upper chamber could not weep, for hard, 
unreasoning sorrow stiffened his heart. ** The 
room is yours for ever while we live," his mother 
had said in vain an hour before. ** I shall put 
other pictures up against you come home ;" the 
little sister had whispered to no purpose before she 
went to bed. 

" Home, home ! " murmured the unceasing sor- 
row within. " Thou hast a home here no longer. 
When once thou goest forth, thou art seeking it 
elsewhere — not here." 

The lad buried his face in his hands, and groaned 
aloud. 

Then suddenly the Nightingale's song rangj 
through the still, clear air ; and the young man 
started to his feet. 

As of old, no doubt, and often heard, but yet 
with some new feeling now, fell the sounds on his 
troubled ear, and he was roused from the lassitude 
of despair. 

"So, so, yes, so, I have heard you before ; but, 
idasl how often with indifference, and now you 
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torture my brain 1 You tell me of the home I 
must leave, and all the happiness that is over for 
ever. Who will care for me so much again ? Yet 
who will regret me if they know I am well else- 
where ? I hate life and success— everything — and 
you, for you break my heart ! Be silent, and leave 
me alone ! " 

But the Nightingale sang on. 

** The same sun by day, the same moon by night, 
stars watching above ; love uniting all ; grief 
fleeting as a shadow ; hope gilding the future ; 
one heaven surrounding ; one home at last." 

This was but the end of the song as usual, and 
the young man did not understand a word of what 
it meant, any more than what had been said be- 
fore. But words are not necessary to the universal 
language. It makes itself felt, instead. And the 
young man covered his face with his hands again, 
but now because he had burst into tears. 

And if he presently acknowledged himself a 
fool for despairing, and owned it was weak -hearted 
to cling too closely to *' beggarly elements," and . 
then rose to higher hopes and resolves, — what 
right hast thou to smile, O reader? Well for 
thee if thou hast no greater weaknesses to correct ! 
Well for thee if thy neart is still so pure that the 
sympathies of the lower creation can touch it ! 

Nor was it to the young lad only the Nightin- 
gale sang. The little sister heard him as she lay 
weeping on her pillow for the brother who would 
not be comforted. The mother, too, heard him as 
she mused in the night watches over the future of 
her son. And the one was soothed, she knew not 
how or whence, and fell asleep before the strain 
had ended, to dream of guardian angels walking 
with men. The other listened and pondered till 
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reliance and hope overruled fear. For this was 
what was brought to her mind : 

** So insignificant, and yet so gifted ; so humble, 
and yet so cared for ; our life so secret from others, 
yet not one of us forgotten before God ! So igno- 
rant, yet teaching you this lesson : * How much 
more are ye better than the fowls, O ye of little 
faith?'" 

Remembering which, rest came to the mother 
too ; but whethei it was brought to her by her 
own reflection, or the song of the bird, she did not 
inquire. . . . 



Before the cottage villa lay the Park, and within 
the Park stood the mansion of its owners. The 
young man here had no need to go out in the 
world to battle for his fortune, for fortune was his 
inheritance, and other blessings had followed. His 
mother had never shed tears for her favoured son, 
but — there was a " but " even here amidst the smiles 
of a boundless prosperity— the light of her phy- 
sical eyes had gone from her. Having once seen 
she now saw no longer, and bitterly felt what she 
had lost. Beauty of colour, grace of form, grandeur 
of architecture, loveliness of earth in its daily and 
yearly changes, from all these she was shut out, and, 
more grievous still, from tlie smiles of husband and 
child. 

And it was by her window the Nightingale sang 
next. And as he sang, tears gathered in her sight- 
less eyes, for the past came upon her in a vision. 
Her boy, as she had last beheld him, a ruddy child. 

** So, even so, didst thou sing to us in the happy 
days as yet un darkened, thou messenger of the past 
And yet not thou, but another like to thee," 
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" The same sun by day, the same moon by night 
— light ever returning, sang the bird. ** Love 
restoring all things." 

"True, true," smiled the mother; and as the 
bird sang on, pictures — beautiful pictures — ^passed 
before her, not only of husband and ruddy boy, as 
they had been when last her eyes beheld them, 
but of what they were now, and what they would 
be when she should once more look upon them 
within the golden gates — pictures too of a glory 
to be revealed there, compared to which earthly 
glories are poor shadows ; and she bade the bird 
sing on, for, said she, " More is given even now 
than is taken away.'* 



In another dwelling sat an aged servant over a 
feeble expiring fire. " I go out like it," mused he 
sadly. When lo ! the Nightingale's voice struck 
even his dull ear, and aroused him to thought. 
But it distressed him. ** Oh cease," he cried : ** do 
not bring round me the visions of my youth — 
of those days of power and activity, when the eye 
never wearied of seeing, nor the ear of hearing— 
the days of aspiring enjoyment. Now, crippled 
and weary, useless, cumbering the ground, leave 
me to patient endurance : let me at least forget 
the past" 

"The same sun by day, the same moon by 
night," sang the Nightingale. " The past a type of 
the future. Life ever returning. Love the eternal 
renewer." And as the song went on, past and 
fiiture joined themselves together in the old man j 
mind, the spring of the second youth flooded his 
soul, and patient endurance ripened into happy 
hope. 
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** There is no death : what seems so is transition, " 
murmured he, quoting the long-loved line ; and 
then he fell asleep and dreamt that the Nightingale's 
song was welcoming him into Paradise. 

And do not fancy such thoughts beyond his con- 
dition in life. I did not say whose servant he was, 
remember. 



. . . Now then, if you want to be a comfort to 
your fellow-creatures, learn the universal language. 

So alone can you help forward the course of that 
mysterious love which, in spite of and beyond the 
darkest dispensations, rules the Universe. For 
the Word that came down from Hteven, and Love, 
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The 



Tuminz to scorn with lips divine 
he falsehood of extremes. —Ten n 



■Tennyson. 




J HE felled oak in the corner of the tim- 
ber yard lay groaning under the plank, 
which a party of children had thrown 
across him to play see-saw upon. 

Not that the plank was so heavy even with two 
or three little ones sitting on each end, nor that 
the oak was too weak to hold it up-^though, of 
course, the pressure was pretty strong just at the 
centre, where the plank balanced. But it was 
such a use to be put to ! 

The other half of the tree had been cut into 
beautiful even planks, some time before, but this 
was the root end, and his time had not yet come, 
and he was getting impatient. 

** Here we go up, up, up !" cried the children, as 
the plank rose into the sky on one side. ** I shall 
catch the tree-tops — no ! the church steeple— no I 
the stars." 

Or, ** Here we go down, down, down I" cried the 
others. ** Safe and snug on the ground — no I right 

II. Q 
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through the world — no ! out at the other side. 
Ah ! steady there, stupid old stump !" 

This was because the plank had swerved, not 
the tree. 

And so the game went on ; for the ups and 
downs came in turns, and the children shrieked 
with delight, and the poor tree groaned loudly all 
the time. 

" And I am to sit here; and bear not only their 
weight but their blame, and be called stupid and be 
told to keep steady, when it b they who are giddy 
and can't be depended upon ; and to be contented, 
while they do nothing but play pranks and enjoy 
themselves," said he ; but he said it to himself, 
for he did not know which to complain to — the 
children or the plank. As he groaned, however, he 
thought of the time when he was king of the little 
wood, where he had grown up from the acorn days 
of his babyhood, and it broke his heart to be so 
insignificant now. 

** Why have they not cut me into planks like the 
rest ? " continued he, angrily. * * I might have led the 
see-saw myself then, as this fellow does, who leans 
so heavily on my back, without a thought that I 
am as good or better than himself. Why have 
they not given me the chance of enjoying myself like 
these o.thers— up in the sky at one end, down on 
the ground at the other, full of energy and life. 
The whole timber-yard, but myself, has a chance. 
Position and honour, as well as pleasure, are for 
ever)'body except me. But I am to stick in a 
corner merely for others to steady themselves upon 
— unthought of or despised, made a tool of— merely 
that. — Miserable me ! '* 

Now this groaning was so dreadful, it woke the 
large garden snail in the grass hard by, whose cus 
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torn it was to come out from his haunt under the 
timber-yard wall every morning at sunrise, and 
crawl round and round the felled oak, to see the 
world come to life, leaving a slimy track beliind 
him on the bark wherever he moved. It was his 
constitutional stroll, and he had continued it all 
the season, pursuing his morning reflections without 
interruption, and taking his nap in the grass after- 
wards, as regularly as the days came round. 

But napping through such lamentation was im- 
possible, and accordingly he once more began to 
crawl up the side of the felled oak, his head turn- 
ing now to one side, now to the other, his horns 
extended to the utmost, that, if possible, he might 
see v/hat was the matter. 

But he could not make out, though he kept all 
his eyes open, in the strict sense of the words : so 
by-and-bye he made the inq^uiry of his old friend 
the tree. 

*^ What is the matter, do you ask ? " groaned the 
oak more heavily than ever^ ** you who can change 
your position and act independently when you 
wish ; you who are not left a useless log as I am, 
the scorn and sport of my own kith and kin ? Yes, 
the very planks who balance themselves on my 
body, and mock me by their activity, have pro- 
bably come from my own bosom, and once hung on 
me as branches, dtlnking in life from the life I gave. 
Oh miserable me ! miserable, despised, useless ! " 

Now there may be plenty of animals to be found 
with more brilliant abilities and livelier imagination 
than the snail, but for gravity of demeanour and 
calmness of nerve who is his equal ? and if a sound 
judgment be not behind such outward signs, there 
is no faith to be put in faces 1 

Accordingly, Sir Helix Hortensis — so let us caU 
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him— made no answer at first to the wailings of the 
oak. Three times he crawled round it, leaving three* 
fresh traces of his transit, before he spoke, his horns 
turning hither and thither as those wonderful eyes at 
the end strove to take in the full state of the case. 
And his are not the eyes, you know, which waste 
their energies in scatter-brained staring. He keeps 
them cool in their cases till there is something to 
be looked at, and then turns them inside out to 
do their destined work. 

And thus he looked, and he looked, and he 
looked, while the children went on shouting, and 
the plank went on see-sawing, and the tree went on 
groaning ; and as he looked, Ke considered. 

"Have you anything to say ?" at last inquired the 
oak, who had had long experience of Sir Helix's 
wisdom. 

* *I have," answered the snail. * * You don't know 
your own value, that^s all." 

" Ask ihe see-sawers my value ! " exclaimed the 
prostrate tree, bitterly. ** One up at the stars, 
another beyond the world ! What am / doing 
meanwhile ? " 

** Holding them both up, which is more than 
they can do for themselves," muttered the snail, 
turning round to go back to the grass. 

*' But — but — stop a moment, dear Sir Helix; 
the see-sawers don t think that," argued the tree. 

''They're all light-minded together, and don't 
think," sneered the snail. **Up in the sky one 
minute, down in the dust the next. Never you 
mind that. Everybody can't play at high jinks 
with comfort, luckily for the rest of the world. 
Sit fast, do your duty, and have faith. While they 
are going flightily up and down, your steady balance 
is the saving of both. " 
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** In time of service seal up hoth thine eies. 
And send them to thine heart." 

The Church PorcK 

' T was a lovely spring morning; lovely 
beyond the power of description, in one 
of the undisturbed, countrified, southern 
counties of England. So beautiful indeed, 
that the sense of enjoyment produced was disturb- 
ing from its very excess. One wanted to do some- 
thing — go somewhere — spread out wings, as it 
were, and get away into the length and breadth of 
the land, to take in the wonders of nature to a 
wider extent, and more fully, than any single 
horizon-bound spot could admit of. 

But it was Sunday, and even a common **outing" 
to the nearest lionizing place in the neighbourhood 
was out of the question. Not for worlds would I 
have dared to miss the offering of prayer and praise 
in God's appointed House on such a day as this ! I, 
one of the world's ** High Priests" (as George 
Herbert calls mankind), appointed to send up in 
intelligent language the adoration which is ever 
struggling in so many imperfect utterances in the 
lower creation around us. No ! such a dereliction 
of duty would liave turned the blue heaven into 
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brass over my head, and soured my spirit for the 
day — even on such a day as this. No ! I must jjo 
to church, if I did nothing else, on that sweet, 
serene, fragrant spring morning. "All the earth 
doth worship Tliee, the Father Everlasting." I 
would not willingly exclude myself. 

But there was a choice. There was the little 
old whitewashed building, of just sufficient size for 
the few inhabitants of the quiet village in which I 
was just then resident ; and there was, within a 
walk, though a longish one, the large church in the 
watering-place on the coast, beautifully restored 
froih its once-dilapidated state by the rich congre- 
gation which frequented it. 

I was not in the habit of wandering on frivolous 
pretences— believing, as I did, that God's grace 
works sometimes by very imperfect means, and 
that we are not always the best choosers for our- 
selves ; but on this particular Sunday, I could not 
resist the restlessness which was upon me. Here 
was something to do which I was justified in doing, 
even on that day. It was not like deserting my own 
parish church at home, either. I might go where 
I pleased in this land where I did but sojourn as a 
stranger. Moreover, I had driven more than once 
along the pretty lanes that led from the village to 
the watering-place, and had observed the little 
pathway which went to it across the fields. I 
remembered too, that only a short time before, I 
had seen budding almond-trees in villa gardens 
outside the town. They were not common in my 
own country, and they must all be out in flower 
now, I thought ; and this decided me. I would go 
and see them that very day. 

Breakfasting early therefore, I set out. Prayer- 
book in hand, along the pleasant pathway through 
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the fields ; but being beforehand with time, I did 
but saunter at first ; and presently, having ascended 
from a narrow dell to the top of a grassy hill from 
which the blue sea-line was visible, I sat down on 
a stile to enjoy the view before me. 

Birds were carolling over my head, the fresh 
odours of the youn^ morning were brought to me 
by the breeze, white sails speckled the distant 
blue, while between me and it rose the tops of 
churches and houses in the watering-place on the 
shore. I was soon aware too of the tinkling of 
church bells in more than one direction. 

I got up and gathered a few primroses in the 
hedge-row, found a violet or two, then sat down on 
the grass under an eastward-blown oak. Watched 
a lark as he rose higher and higher into ether, 
carr}'ing his song with him up to heaven, till, first, 
my eye ceased to see him and then my ear to hear. 
After which, though my sight was half blinded, 1 
arose and went on, 

Down over other pleasant meadows, till a cross 
pathway diverged into a lane which led to the villa 
outskirts ; and this I followed. I had wanted to 
see the almond-trees in their beauty, and was not 
disappointed. There they stood — the clear pink 
of their ftiU-blown flowers looking deeper than it 
really was, because seen in relief against the while 
houses near which they grew. They were even 
lovelier than I had expected ; yet it was not till, as 
I moved, my eye caught them with the cloudless 
blue sky behind them, that I took in the full mea- 
sure of their delicate splendour. Few sights are 
more beautiful ; that pink and that blue — the 
flowers of earth and the depths of heaven — lying so 
softly against each other, as it seems to those who 
look up at them ; so near and yet so distant : 
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SO curiously unblending, yet the contrast so harmo* 
nious, that one might dream them created to set oft 
each other's beauty, I stood gazing till I feared to 
cause remark. 

Gazing, and thinking of the exquisite ^ cdm 
loveliness of inanimate creation. Thinkmg of it 
as the Qne straight bright pathvay, opening up 
everywhere from earth to the very throne of God 
Himself. On all sides limitless beauty, through all 
the beauty limitless power. Limitless on the one 
hand by a vastness our minds are too contracted to 
l>;rasp ; on the other by a minute perfection our 
senses are too coarse to follow. 

Wonderful, thought I to myself, that there should 
be anyone living who can look on these things and 
not admire ; or admiring, rest in admiration, and 
not go on to adore ! ** All Thy works praise Thee, 

Lord, and Thy Saints give thanks unto Thee." 
But by this time the bells were ringing loudly in 

my ears, and I hurried on. Yet with a desperate 
sigh ; for I had not ceased to think. And now, as 

1 walked forward, I went on thinking still. Think- 
ing with pain of the contrast between that inanimate 
creation and the animate life of which I was con- 
scious in myself. 

Perfection there — such imperfection here I Peace 
in the one — discord in the other ; and this not in 
my individual case only, but in that of all the ani- 
mate nature of the world: the discord greater and 
more difficult of solution (in the musical sense of 
restoration to harmony) the higher the scale of life: 
in the human race most difficult of all ! . But for the 
written word of Revelation, in fact, there would be 
no relief to the darkness around us ; no key to the 
mystery of such contrasts. The calm of the natural 
w orld, so soothing now as confirming the announce- 
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ment of God's tender mercy, would then but mock 
us in our deficiency, adding confusion to confusion. 
Thanks be to God, then, for the anchor by which 
we hold through the storm. **The Holy Church 
throughout all the world doth acknowledge Thee. *' 
Redeemer as well as Maker, Comforter as well as 
Redeemer ! 

Now, whether I had not thoroughly known, or 
in my hurry had accidentally missed, the way to the 
restored church, I cannot say : but I have a recol- 
lection of getting confused among the streets, of 
making several inquiries of people who did not seem 
to comprehend me (perhaps because in my fear of 
being too late I gave them too little time to answer) ; 
and, finally, of coming, by a sharp turn of the street, 
suddenly and unexpectedly upon the porch. 

I stepped hastily in, and had almost entered the 
building itself under the disagreeable impression 
that the service must have begun, but at the inner 
door was met by a verger in a flowing black gown, 
ornamented with velvet tags : his grey hair arranged 
in curls like a wig round his head, and a staff of 
oflBce in his hand. 

There are times when the brain can take in 
strongly but one idea at once, and such was my 
case now. I was just conscious of a feeling of sur- 
prise at sight of the old-fashioned church -servitor ; 
but the sensation was hazy, and I paid no attention 
to it. The man's keen, investigating look, too, as 
I encountered him, merely caused me to follow 
obediently when he marshalled me to the strangers' 
quarter in the church: which he did, as soon as he 
had discovered by his scrutiny that I did not belong 
to the usual congregation. 

It was not till I had risen from my knees, after 
the customary prayer, that I discovered I had made 
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two mistakes. First, this was not the church I had 
meant to come to. Secondly, so far from being too 
hite, I was evidently much too early; very few 
people having as yet taken their seats, and the 
monotonous chiming of the bell still continuing. 

Looking round, I found myself behind the read- 
ing-desk, and nearly facing a transept; but by a 
turn of the head I could take in almost the whole 
length of the church, as it stretched away from the 
chancel to the western entrance : its long line of 
pillars and arches apparently descending as they re- 
treated one beyond another, while the woodwork of 
the pews seemed running upward to meet them, in 
that far-oflf visionary point where all perspective 
lines converge. 

But oh that woodwork ! those dreadful pew-lines ! 
how they grated on my feelings! how they disturbed 
my temper! I, fresh from the beautiful harmonies 
of the outer world! I, as a student of Nature, so 
keenly alive to such influences! It was a disappoint- 
ment with aggravation too, for I had intended to 
worship that day in an aesthetically restored church: 
a church where, among other returns to the more 
refined style and better taste of our forefathers, 
carved open finials headed the divisions of the open 
sittings, and brought modem wo(xlwork into ac- 
cordance with the ancient architecture of the 
building. 

But here, where I had so unluckily come by 
accident, the arches and pillars, though scarcely 
less venerable than those others, were disfigured by 
*'daubings " of ** untempered mortar," and overlaid 
with memorial tablets of every shape and size, 
disturbing the uniformity of the perspective, and 
leading the mind away to earthly memories ; while 
the hideous straight lines of conventicle-like pews. 
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with their buttoned-up doors, seemed fixed there 
as if in mockery of the ecclesiastical character 
which had so clearly once belonged to the edifice! 

I had made a vexatious mistake, and felt fretted; 
besides dreading still more the character of the 
services and singing in store ; when suddenly it 
occurred to me that I was a free agent, and need 
not stay 1 Who constrained me ? Accordingly, I 
rkised myself half up, and laid my hand gently on 
the outside button that held the pew-door, with a 
view to slipping quietly out; but just at that moment 
my friend the verger came sweeping by, conducting 
a family party to some other pew. As he passed he 
glanced at my arm, then at my face, and our eyes 
met. This was enough. I withdrew my hand in- 
stinctively, and sat down again, irritated by the 
detection, and flushed by something like shame. 
And then my mind drifted into a train of self- 
inquiry and reproach, as so often happens when one 
is excited and tired. And vexed at being where I 
was, yet vexed with myself for being vexed, I had 
a sensation of being doubly in the wrong. 

Who and what was I, to take umbrage about 
trifles in a house hallowed to the service of God ; 
one, too, where generations had worshipped Him 
in the faith of His dear Son long ages before I was 
bom? The very monuments which had just ofiended 
me, now reproached me by their Christian acknow- 
ledgments. For were they not records of those who 
had from time to time departed to their rest in the 
faith ! The place had been good enough for them 
theA; and where did I expect to be in the great 
Hereafter, that it was not good enough for me ? 

I, too, to be so very particular ; to set myself up 
above my fellows — those congregations already laid 
to sleep, as well as that now pouring into the build- 
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ing on every side ! — I, who so lately, under the 
almond -trees, had mourned over the disturbance, 
disorder, and unsatisfactoriness, not only of human 
life in general, but of my own inward life in par- 
ticular, as compared with the absolute perfection 
— let inquiry be pushed to its uttermost limits— of 
the inanimate world ! I, who had to OA'tn to a 
whole body of sin, warring with, and bringing into 
confusion, a nature intended for better things: and 
even when honestly warred against in return, with 
difficulty and imperfectly overcome. I — this I — to 
scandalize the congregation — ^hundreds of them, be- 
yond a doubt, a thousand times better than myself— 
by leavingthe church as if not worthy of my worship! 

I bowed my head in repentance for such a 
thought, and crouched in one comer of the ugly 
old-fashioned pew, thankful that it hid me from 
sight. And then I fell into one of those trances 
which sometimes take possession of men's minds. 
As has been known to happen to drowning or 
otherwise dying persons, my whole lifetime passed 
in review before me, in what seemed to me then 
its full details. Yes ! even more vividly than under 
the almond-trees, pressed upon me the sense of my 
unworthiness as a human being bom to an im- 
mortal destiny, gifted with immortal capabilities ; 
and then for a moment or two of excited thought, 
which at the time seemed an age in duration, I 
suffered, as I suppose those suffer who, in the first 
moment of disembodiment, discover they have lost 
their own souls, whether or no they have gained 
the whole world. 

It was a terrible fancy ; and I shrank lower and 
lower as it pressed on me — when, all at once, a 
voice broke on my ear, and rang along the length 
of the church— loud, distinct, intelligible — 
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" When the wicked man turaeth away from the 
wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that 
wliich is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. " 

In an instant I had sprung to my feet and opened 
my Prayer-book — and there, in black and white, 
stood the blessed words before my eyes. 

" When the wicked man" (and no limit as to 
time. It might be earlier, or it might be later, so 
that it be) ** tumeth away from the wickedness 
that he hath committed " (and no reservation as to 
amount), " he shall save his soul alive." (Amen — 

God--dear — merciful — omnipotent !) 

There needed no more. The painful delusion 
was over. It had passed like a cloud. I drew a 
long, heavy breath of freedom as I stood gazing at 
the words. I had been shivering a minute before, 
but now the warm moisture broke over me like a 
restoration to life. 

Thus this brief trite sentence, so oflen heard 
without emotion, had come chained to me now 
with the salvation of a world. How was this, or 
how was it I had not so felt it before ? 

The answer was easy. In my vision of suffering 

1 had realized that need of my nature to which this 
declaration was the answer. The burden of sin 
had been felt ; and what wonder that my soul leapt 
at the promise of relief, as I listened to the conclud- 
ing words of the Exhortation ! Here was the call ; 
here the explanation of this gathering of ourselves 
together — of the directions how rightly to use the 
blessing: and for once I was prepared to obey. 
And when I sank on my knees for confession, and 
the wholesome rain of tears overflowed my cheeks, 
still, even amidst the choked utterances of each 
acknowledgment, my spirit * * rejoiced in God my 
Saviour." 
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True, indeed, the mystery with which I started 
remained a mystery still — the perfection of the 
lower, the perversion of the higher natures. But 
those who have recognized with keenness their per- 
sonal responsibility for some, at any rate, of the 
evil which exists, care but little to theorize about 
its origin. What the soul yearns for then is a 
remedy, and, God be praised, that is never w^antin^ 
wherever the Gospel of the Redeemer is known. 

Under this thought the contrasts which had 
seemed so painful before, ceased to distress me. 
As I returned, I looked at the almond -trees and 
the blue sky, and read in the perfection of the lower 
nature the assurance that God wills the perfection 
of the higher, while the consciousness of present 
evil was absorbed in the joy of the mercy by which 
it is remedied. 

If I went to church that morning with less wor- 
thy feelings, the providence of God had reproved 
me through my own reflections ; and often since in 
the sanctuary of piayer and praise I have restrained 
wandering thoughts and impertinent criticisms by 
recalling the feelings of that day, and my just self- 
condemnation. In the heartfelt attention which 
ever followed this effort, hearing, as all honest 
Christians must do — yea, through all the imperfec- 
tions of human utterances — the Voice of God, 
speaking to them from the words of that simple 
yet majestic Service, to which no one, I believe, 
ever listened earnestly, intelligently, and humbly, 
without bringing away a blessing. 
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UNOPENED PARCELS. 

'* Judge not the play before the play is done.** — F. Quarlbs 

Part I. 

[ H, the charm of an unopened parcel ! 
and oh, for childhood's measureless 
faith in its contents! I do not speak 
here, of course, of those dull packages 
which come to order, and have a " goods bill " as 
well as ** goods " inside — so many pounds of tea, 
or so many cheeses or the like. But I am thinking 
of those delightful parcels — /-tw^-parcels, let us call 
them— of which no one has too many in his life- 
time ; which come to us fresh from the kind hands 
that have both furnished and packed them. These 
are the **01d Home Parcels of one's infancy, and 
are dear to children as a colonist's parcels are to 
him. ' For at the old home live all that are left of 
the older generation, and among them there is sure 
to be some one — a grandmother, an uncle, or an 
aunt — who knows the turns of each little heart in 
the distant younger household ; and has listened to 
all manner of small confidences about likes and 
dislikes, and what every child would do and have, 
if it but could. 

So when papa shouts at the foot of the stairs, 
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" A parcel from the old home, dears!" the rush 
of ecstasy that follows is overpowering. No one 
can get down the stairs half fast enough, and yet 
they ke^p chattering all the way as they run, and 
all at once, so that there is nobody left to listen but 
the nursemaid, who is following with the youngest 
in her arms ; and she, I am sure, would not allow 
she had heard a single word, through the hubbub 
of so many tongues. Nevertheless, they have talked 
to some purpose ; all being persuaded that the 
thing they most wish for in the world has come in 
that parcel ; only they probably change their minds 
as to what that particular thing is, at every turn of 
the staircase ; so that there would be some difficulty 
in discovering what they really expected by the 
time they get to the bottom. For, supfX)sing the 
nursery to be high up in the house, and there to be 
four flights of stairs down to the drawing-room, 
each child would have guessed four different de- 
lightful things as part of the contents ; and when 
you come to think of a family of six or eight chil- 
dren, you must admit it must be a very big parcel 
to satisfy them all. 

Not necessarily, however. There it stands, un- 
opened, in the centre of the large round table, as 
the children enter the drawing-room with bated 
breath. Papa standing in front — for he always 
opened the parcels — mamma not far off, ready to 
unpack it when opened ; not a string touched yet, 
and the direction staring in the face of all who can 
read : — 

Tlie Masters and Afisses *, 

Somewhire Villa, 

Some County, 

England. 

I call this a beautiful sight. Others may fancy 
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that the children must be greedy or covetous be- 
cause they fix their eyes so longingly on the un- 
opened parcel, and handle it so carefully as they 
make a few vain efforts to act on the "waste not, 
want not " principle, by untying the knots of the 
string. But to me the recollection of the scene 
brings quite a different train of thought, and makes 
me wish, in the depths of my heart, that we grown- 
up people could retain childhood's reliance in un- 
opened parcels. For look you how the matter 
always ended. Not once in a hundred times did 
any one of the children find inside the parcel any 
one of the four different things they most wished 
for in the world on the four different flights of 
stairs ; and yet not once in a hundred times did 
any one of them express dissatisfaction or feel it. 
No ; they took what actually came, as a thousand 
times better than anythinp^ they could possibly have 
thought of — as no doubt it was ; for besides know- 
ing what the children fancied they should like, the 
grandmother, or whoever it might be, had a sort 
of witch-like insight as to what would amuse them 
longest and best. And this the children got to feel 
by degrees, and so always laid aside their fancies 
in favour of grandmamma's reality. 

T, however, made the hundredth exception once 
in my life. For once I lost my faith, and you shall 
hear how. 

The old home parcels contained heaps of lesser 
parcels inside ; each of which had its outside 
paper neatly tied round with string, and duly 
addressed with the name, in full, of the child for 
whom it was intended ; and of these there were 
often two or three a-piece. On one occasion a 
great many other parcels had been taken out before 
one came for me. At last my mother, who, as I 



Digitized by 



Google 



946 UNOPENED PARCELS. 

said before, always managed the unpacking, called 

out in a clear voice, ".* Miss Honoria Eleanor .* 

Here, Honor dear, this is for you. " 

It was a small, roundish little packet, and I 
took it to a stool by the fire, and sat down to open 
and enjoy it. Then I broke the seal, unfastened 
the string, and removed the paper from — a common 
walnut ! unless my eyes deceived me. I had 
waited some time for my turn, and now, for once 
in my life on such an occasion, was disappointed. 
I did not speak, however, but a silence so unusual 
— we all being in the habit of shouting over our 
gifts, much as lions roar over their food — attracted 
my father's attention, who, seated in his chair, on 
the other side of the rug, was reading the news- 
paper. He looked over the top of this now, and 
asked, ** Honor, what is it ? " 

" Only a walnut, papa," said I, as indifferently 
as I could, though ready to cry all the time. 
** You may hare it, if you like," I added, crossing 
the rug, and offering it to him. ** I will go and 
fetch the crackers. ** 

You see, I wanted to get out of the room, for 
then, at any rate, I could have cried or stamped 
a little without being observed. But my father, 
who had dropped his newspaper when he took the 
walnut from my hand, now laid hold of me round 
the waist with the other arm, and drew me to- 
wards him. I felt to dread being Kwk^d at, but 
my father would look. Nay, he set me right 
before him, and gazed full into my eyes. It was 
too much. They filled at once with tean;, and I 
felt mv lips trembling with distress. 

Still my father oiUy smiled. "Little Honor," 
said he, in a whisper, **yoiP are too impatient. 
You have not half opened your parcel yet.' 
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The paper in which the walnut had been wrapped 
was lying on the floor. I picked it up and held 
it before him inside and out, to show him his 
mistake. I should have said, " I have opened it 
quite, papa," if I had been able to speak at all. 

" Oh nonsense 1" papa went on, but still with 
a smile ; *' that's only the outside paper, child ! 
Listen, little Honor, your parcel is stUl unopened 
— do you hear? Take it back ; look at it for 
yourself." 

I took it from his hand and sat down, and I 
turned the walnut round and round, and looked at 
it, but only as one looks at things from which one 
expects nothing, and dislikes the sight of. My 
eyes merely wandered over it, that is to say ; all 
my heart and attention were given to the one 
thought, ** Why had grandmamma been so crud 
as to send me only a walnut ? " . . . . 

" Honor," said my father, peeping at me over the 
newspaper once more, "unopened parceb must l>e 
examined, if people want to know what is inside 
them." 

**I will fetch the crackers then," said I, pet- 
tishly. 

** Crackers are not needed," remarked my father. 
** Make your eyes see what they are looking at. 
Honor." 

Now I knew my father never spoke without a 
meaning, and began to wonder if there was more 
in the walnut than I had thought. And so, at 
last, I really looked, and soon detected that the 
walnut-shell must have been opened before, for in 
two or three places where the sides met, I could 
have got in the point of a pin between them. A 
little effort soon separated them, and there, be- 
hold ! within the convolutions of each half of the 
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diell lay, not the crisp kernel I knew so well, but 
white leather neatly tucked in. I laid hold of a 
little comer bit, and pulled out an exquisitely soft 
fine French kid glove, ornamented with starry 
spots. 

Oh the shame that mixed with the joy of that 
moment ! I ran across the rug, hid my face 
against my father, and cried. I begged his pardon, 
and grandmamma's too ; but my father would 
only laugh. " Only mind, Honor," said he, "that 
you never again distrust an unopened parcel, when 
you know the hand it comes from." And I pro- 
mised I never would ; for in one's youth one does 
not know how hard some promises are to keep. 

But this was not all. When, according to cus- 
tom, we had taken nurse her parcel (g^rand mamma 
forgot nobody), and had shown her our own, the 
one she was most of all struck with was my glove- 
walnut Toys and books of every conceivable 
sort, size, and beauty she had seen again and again ; 
but, as it so happened, a walnut with gloves in- 
side never ! She put on her spectacles to examine 
it, and her exclamations were endless. 

** It's wonderful, Miss, it's wonderful ! If it 
M'asn't that seeing is believing, I couldn't believe 
it, — I really couldn't !" My respect for the gloves 
and the walnut rose higher and higher. I sal with 
it on my lap all tea-time, and when I went to kiss 
my father at night, I had it still in my hand. 

" That's right," said he ; * * you will never forget 
that walnut as long as you live, Honor. " 

As I listened, I opened it out before him, to 
give him a last peep at its contents. ** It's wonder- 
fulf papa, isn't it ? quite wonderful !*' exclaimed 
I, rather proud of entering into nurse's grown-up 
feelings. 
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" Wonderful ? H'm ! " murmured he ; " not half 
as wonderful as when the walnut was inside, 
Honor." He said this rather oddly, I thought. 
But I concluded he was joking, so I laughed 
myself. 

" The idea of the wonderfulness of a common 
walnut which one eats ! " cried I. 

** Its being common and your eating it, does not 
prevent its being wonderful, little Honor," was his 
reply ; " there are many unopened parcels in the 
World to tell you that, if you do but look into 
them. There, go to sleep now, and dream of what 
they can possibly be !" 

I think I never went to bed so much puzzled 
before. 



Part 1 1. 

[j N evening or two afterwards I went down to 
the library in the "gloaming" for a book. 
It was on the table by the fire-place, and 
when I got there, I saw my father in his 
arm-chair, sitting alone, looking into the firelight. 
As was our wont in those happy days, when we had 
yet a father — king and priest — to look up to, I went 
up to him and kissed his forehead. He took my 
hand in his, but still sat looking into the fire. 

Then a sudden thought struck me. '* Papa, 
said I, "don't you think you could tell me some- 
thing about those other unopened parcels you 
talked about ? I've so often wondered what thev 
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"To be sure !" cried he, rousing up completely. 
" Sit down, Honor, and I will count you up a 
dozen at once." 

I was on the stool at his feet instantly, my hand 
still in his. 

" To begin with," pursued he, " there is arith- 
metic, which I heard you abusing so angrily this 
morning, for being as useless to young ladies as — 
let me see — as grandmamma's walnut. 

" Oh, papa ! " I exclaimed. I said not a word 
more, but, no doubt, my voice sounded very dole- 
ful. I had argued hotly with my governess that 
morning that it was a great waste of time for me 
to learn arithmetic, "as I was not going to be a 
shop-girl." 

"Never mind. Honor," said my father, "sit 
still and be happy ; we won*t mention arithmetic 
again as you dislike it so much, though for my 
own part I own I feel an interest in the faculty 
which is supposed to distinguish a man from his 
dog — the faculty of calculation, I mean." 

" How, papa ? " I asked, for I did not half im- 
derstand what he meant, only as I was very fond 
of animals, and of dogs particularly, I wanted to 
do so if I could. 

" Coleridge " began my father ; but then he 

stopped, and looked inquiringly at me. 

"Yes, papa, I do know that!" I answered, 
triumphantly. "Coleridge is the man who wrote 
the * Ancient Mariner. ' " 

It was my favourite poem, and I knew a great 
deal of it by heart 

"Very good," said my father; "well, then, 
Coleridge, who, as you know from the poem, loved 
animals as dearly as you do, tells a story he had 
heard of a dog who lost his master, and, after 
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tracing him down a certain lane, came at last to 
a place where four roads met. The statement 
was that the dog hereupon put his nose to the 
ground, and snuffed two of the three roads he 
had come up to, but not finding his master's track 
on either, dashed down the third road without 
examination," 

This raised my interest completely. ** Did he 
really ^ papa?" I asked, almost interrupting him. 

"That is the very point in dispute," said my 
father. " Coleridge thought not. The dog had 
certainly not learnt his subtraction table, you 
know. Honor — happy dog I eh ? — and therefore 
could not know from it that when you take three 
from four only one remains." 

My father paused till I said, "I don't under- 
stand, papa." 

** Well, Honor," replied he, "don't you see there 
was first the road along which the dog had traced 
his master ; then the two roads at which he 
snuffed where his master had not been. Take 
these three from the four and you perceive there 
was only one road left, which the master could 
have gone. Because, take three from four and but 
one remains. You do perceive that, don't you ?" 

"Yes, papa." 

" But the question is whether the dog perceived 
it— whether he calculated as you and 1 have done 
who have learnt or are learning our subtraction 
table. Coleridge says not. He says, either the 
story must have been untrue, or a breeze brought 
the master's track down the fourth road to the 
dog's nose without giving him the trouble of 
stooping to snuff— anything, in short, rather than 
believe the almost miraculous fact that even the 
most sagacious of all animals could have calcu- 
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lated arithmetically — take three from four and one 
remains. " 

"What do you think, papa?" was my next 
idea. 

** All manner of things at different times," said 
he, smiling. ** Dogs calculate practically though 
not arithmetically ; and I have come at last to the 
belief that it is not possible to lay down defini- 
tions between reason and instinct. The absence 
of the power of communicating by speech and 
writing is hardly sufficiently considered by philo- 
sophers. But certainly animals who cannot be 
taught their arithmetic tables cannot rank as high 
among, reasonable beings as those who are able to 
exercise that noble and important " 

"That will do, papa," cried I, jumping up, and 
laying my hand over his mouth, for I saw a smile 
coming into the comers of his lips as he said 
"noble and important" in very sonorous tones. 
*' That will do, papa. You said you wouldn't say 
a word more about that nasty ariUimetic, and here 
you've brought it all back again through the dog !" 

" Well, if I was to begin with a ship I couldn't 
help doing the same thing, Honor." 

Once more I felt curious, but scarcely liked to 
own it. 

** We should never hear again from your imcle 
at sea, you know, if the Queen passed an Act of 
Parliament forbidding the use of nasty arithmetic 
to her loving subjects. No more cockatoos, no 
more stories of monkeys, no more fans, no more 
edibl6 birds' nests ' 

"Oh, don't papa, please!" cried I ; "besides, 
surely ships could go sailing on still." 

" Ay, sailing on, child," mused my father, "sail- 
ing on without knowing whither— without a corn- 
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pass, without a chart, without any use from sun 
and stars — sailing on— say drifting rather, to 
certain destruction, from accidents or starvation. 
Is it possible you don't know, Honor, that ships 
are guided over the trackless oceans by that very 
faculty of calculation we have been talking about ? 
It is by a cumulative set of such little simple 
propositions as take three from four and one re- 
mains, add two and two together and they make 
four, that men make their way over the literally 
pathless water, as if it were mapped out for them 
(ay, and they make maps of it afterwards) ; calcu- 
late how far they have come in so many hours, and 
which way they have come, the mysterious magnet 
assisting them ; and so judge again which way to 
steer. And thus come trade and civilization and 
the power of travelling and seeing the wonders of 
the world. Have I not sometimes heard a little 
girl named Honoria say she hoped she might see 
many foreign countries before she died? not to 
speak of an albatross like that which the miserable 
ancient mariner shot." 

" Oh, yes ! and I do hope so ! " exclaimed I. 

"Well, then, when you are on board your first 
ship. Honor, off on your first voyage, say to your- 
self in memory of this conversation, *I have to 
thank nasty arithmetic for this privilege : * net 
arithmetic only, of course, dear ; but unless there 
were good little boys in the world to learn that 
two and two make four, you could certainly not be 
enjoying the pleasures of a sea-voyage." 

** I'm so sorry, papa !" cried I. **I will never 
call it nasty again !" 

" Don't, Honor,'* answered he, laying his hand 
on my head and stroking my hair. ** Every power 
of this dear little noddle comes from above and 
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was not given to lie dormant and unused. And 
all the diflercnt sorts of learning and information 
we are trying to pack into its chambers while 
memory is young and vigorous, are by no means 
so many modes of torture devised for the parti- 
cular annoyance of children, but, on the contrary', 
so many * unopened parcels,' the contents of which 
will one day be the delight of their poi^sessors, 
however little they may Mieve this till the time 
comes when the strings are untied. When that 
will be in any particular case no one can tell, as 
no one can foresee the circumstances of his future 
life. Some of the parcels may not be wanted for 
years— others never — some directly — almost as 
soon as stowed away. French verbs, geography 
history — every one of these horrors may be wanted 
and called out in turn : and all that parents can 
do is to get as many such valuable parcels slowed 
away in a child's brain as the child can be per- 
suaded t.) admit. Ah, Honor I some the children 
are apt to think most useless and uninteresting of 
all, because most difficult of comprehension, may 
one day prove to them the greatest treasures of all 
—-'fountains of living waters;*" continued my 
father, lowering his voice, " * springing up to ever- 
lasting life,'" 

* * Papa, " said I, " I guess what you mean : things 
like the Church Catechism, which one cannot 
understand " 

'* The Catechism is a special instance, I think," 
said my father. " But you speak vaguely when 
you say you cannot understand it. Not all of it, 
of course, for, like most good things, its meaning 
opens more and more upon one as one's own 
experience ripens ; but a great part of it is intel- 
ligible to any attentive child, who can learn it by 
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heart and listen to an explanation. But whether 
understood or not at the time, my cry will always 
be. Learn it by heart. The parcel will open some 
day. I can tell you a story in point." 

1 was pleased at the prospect of a story of any 
kind, and my father began. He told of an old 
man he had once known, on the verge of eighty, 
and nearly blind, who had been a church-goer all 
his life, and even teacher at a Sunday School in his 
day, but from mistaken scruples had stayed away 
from the holiest of all rites, the one as specially 
ordained as baptism — the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. This old man, "John " by name, went up 
to his clergyman one day after morning service was 
over, and announced that he should like to come next 
Sunday to the Holy Communion, if he might. But 
would the clergyman be so good as to tell him 
what to do, he was so afraid of coming unworthily, 
or of doing wrong, and so making himself worse ? 

** I see the old man now," said my father, "as 
he stood in his Welsh wig before the clergyman, 
lifting very nearly sightless eyes to where he thought 
his pastor s face might be. And what do you think 
the clergyman did. Honor ? He had not been in 
the place long, so he knew but little of the old man 
personally, and he might have said, * Come to my 
nouse and tell me all about yourself, and your past 
life, and I will explain the responsibilities you 
incur by approaching the Lord's Table ;' and the 
two might have met there accordingly, and argued 
up and down the mysterious question of fitness and 
spiritual condition, till the one was helplessly con- 
fused and the other disappointed at the impossi- 
bility of getting an old man of eighty to follow a train 
of thought. But no I a better way suggested itself 
to the clergyman- 



Digitized by 



Google 



■56 UNOPENED PARCELS, 

** * John,' said he, ' you know your Catechism ? ' 

** * Known it, sir, boy and man, these seventy 
years,* said old John. 

" * Listen then, John. What is reqtared of them 
who come to the Lord's Supper f * 

" John lifted even his Welsh cap off his bald pate, 
and answered at once : — * To examine themselves, 
whether they repent, them truly of their former sins, 
stedfastly purposing to lead a new life; have a lively 
faith in Gods mercy through Christ, with a thank-^ 
ful remembrance of his death ; and be in charity with 
all men,* 

" The parcel had been shut up a long time use- 
less, Honor, but it came open at last. Old John 
went home without a misgiving. He could say 
'Amen * heartily to all those requirements ; and not 
a bishop in the land could tell him more was neces- 
sary. He came to the Lord's Supper the next 
Sunday, and continued an habitual communicant 
tUl he died." 

I did not speak, for although I thought it an in- 
teresting story about old John, I could not all at 
once reconcile myself to the thought of those tedious 
answers in the Catechism that had so long been my 
Sunday's dread. 

My father broke the silence. 

" And there are yet other unopened parcels. 
Honor ; but I do not like to say too much about 
them. Only this. As I talk to you now, so I was 
once talked to myself ; but I was impatient, more 
so than you, my child, a thousand times ; and it 
was not till the hand of death came between me and 
my poor mother that I thought seriously of any- 
thing she had said. I loved her, however, and my 
grief was almost indignation, it was so stormy. 
That was a dark, heavy burden, Honor, but it 
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opened at last into light. My bitter regiet for past 
indifference helped it to do so, perhaps. I taxed 
my memory to recall what I could never hear again. 
I got up many a time in the night to put down on 
paper any words which occurred suddenly to my 
mind ; and much that I have said to you is but an 
echo of those old memories. And thus you see, 
Honor, the words of the poet are no fiction. And 
it is possible, that 

* — men may rise on stei>pin£;-stones 
Of their dead selves to higher things ; ' 

that even a fault repented of may lead us to a 
deeper feeling of right and wrong than we had 
before." 

"Do you really think so, papa?" I asked ; for 
the doctrine seemed to me rather different from the 
tendency of many pretty story-books I had read. 

** I hope so, at any rate, Honor," said my father ; 
"but it is too large a subject to begin now. We 
have sat the fire out. Let us go up to mamma to 
tea." 

• * * * * 

"After all, there is one thing you have not ex- 
plained, papa," said I, breaking a silence just 
before bidding good-night. " When I called the 
walnut-shell with the gloves inside * wonderful ' 
the first night, you said, * H'm ! not so wonderful 
as when the walnut was there. ' Do you remember?" 

My father smiled. * * If that puzzles you. Honor, 
bring me a walnut. We had some at dessert." 

I did so, and, after splitting it neatly in two, he 
showed me the tiny pear-shaped germ lying in « 
tiny hollow between the two halves at the lower 
end. 

" If I were to tell you that every time you eat ft 

II. s 
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common walnut you eat a walnut- tree* complete, 
you would laugh at me, I suppose, Honor; and yet 
you eat what might have been a walnut-tree, had 
you not interfered. Yes! there is in that tiny 
germ all the specific walnut-tree materials, wanting 
nothing to bring their life into activity, but common 
earth, common water, common air, and common 
sunshine — things, all of them, so common that we 
do not trouble ourselves to ask what they do for us; 
and yet they effect what we should call miracles, 
were they not so common ! So in their hands that 
minikin germ would develop into a big tree — ay, 
and a walnut-tree, and no other sort — its bark, its 
wood, its leaves, its sap, its flowers, its fruit, the 
seed within itself after its kind. What do you say 
now ? Remember this when you are inclined to 
tdk of the common walnut one eats as if it was 
commonplace, and grow rapturous over the little 
bit of human ingenuity displayed in stuffing a very 
soft piece of leather neatly into the convolutions of 
an empty walnut-shell. . . I wonder, by the way. 
Honor, how many walnut-trees you have eaten up 
in the course of your short life ! ' 

The abrupt joke seemed to lighten the Seriousness 
of my surprise, and my father concluded with a 
farewell kiss : " These germs are among the thou- 
sands of unopened parcels in the natural world, and 
they shadow out the others! " 



Part III. 

WO years ' it sounds a long time to write of, 
but oh how soon it slips away when the 
little daily details of life go on uninterrupted 
by any startling joy or sorrow ! 
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Yes ; it was realiy two years before my father and 
I spoke again on the subject of our last conversation, 
and yet when we did, it came back upon me like a 
recollection of yesterday. 

We had had a few more words about it the very 
next morning, it is true, but I do not call that con- 
versation. I was running through the hall after 
lessons, with a flower-pot in one hand and a rake 
in the other, when the library-door opened, and my 
father's voice called me in. 

I felt in a terrible hurry, and he saw it, but laid 
a hand on each of my shoulders to enforce attention. 

**One moment. Honor," said he ; "just this one! 
I have been half afraid that I puzzled you last night, 
and made you suppose I thought it almost better 
to have done wrong, if one only repented, than to 
have * kept innocency.' Never as long as you live 
think that, my child. I never meant it." 

** No, papa," was all I -could answer. 

** Only," he continued, ** to human beings who 
are liable to sin every day of their lives it is a com- 
fort unspeakable to believe that even that evil may 
be turned to good ; that sin really repented of and 
borne in our minds as a warning may make us more 
specially watchful on that special point than we 
might otherwise have been. That is all, and it is 
a great deal, but I hope you did not think I meant 
more than that." 

** Papa, I don't think I thought much about it at 
all afterwards," was mf lucid reply to this appeal, 
as he has often since told me. 

He said, "Quite right. Honor," at the time, 
and smiled, and bade me go and murder my bulbs 
as fast as I pleased. Whereupon I protested, ard 
he went on to assure me that Lord Mayor's day, 
November 9, was the only proper day in the year 
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for the setting of bulbs, and if I persisted in putting 
them in the ground several weeks earlier— well, he 
would not be answerable for the consequences. 

Now papa was no gardener, as we all knew, and 
his giving his opinion at all about tulips and crocuses 
made me laugh. Besides, I couldn't think what 
the Lord Mayor's Show could have to do with our 
flowers, and said so. But when I rested my flower- 
pot on a chair to hear his answer, he would give 
no explanation of the how and the why, only re- 
peated that it was so : he didn't know the inside of 
all the unopened parcels in the world, he said. On 
which I laughed again, and ran away to my garden 
and its easier thoughts. 

Two years later grandmamma's parcel contained 
for me a copy of Longfellow's poems, and before 
many days were over I had come across his " Lad- 
der of St. Augustine," and the old memories re- 
vived as fresh in my mind as a Calfomian rock rose 
in water:— the walnut— the long evening with my 
father — his warning the following day. 

I ran downstairs to my happy haunt, the library, 
and rushed in regardless of ceremony. ** Do you 
remember, papa ? " I cried, proud to remember so 
weli myself, and pointed triumphantly to the open 
page of the book — ** there's something about it 
here, too ; " saying which I pushed the volume into 
his hand. He took it and read, and as he did so a 
strange feeling seized me of how near the distant 
past, of which I had not thought for so long, had 
come to the present. It was like having that other 
evening over again, only I was conscious of under- 
standing so much better and caring so much more 
now. Certainly I had not grown into my teens 
without a change. But I sat on the same seat, in 
the same place, and the some voice spoke at my side : 
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** Tliis IS the true elixir of hope for poor weak 
humanity. Honor, if one could but administer it 
where it is needed. Men need to be saved from 
self-contempt as well as guilt, or they easily drop 
from fallibility to recklessness ; and no argument 
could be so effectual as this — that sin repented of 
may be the stepping-stone to a more stable holi- 
ness than the untried innocence even of another 
Adam, were that to be had. May be is all I dare 
to say, remember. Whether it shall be rests with 
each individual himself. It is a great truth, and I 
wish I could spread faith in it to the four quarters 
of the globe — 

' That men may rise on stepping-stones 
Of their dead selves to higher things.' 

And those are the words which state it most forcibly 
to my mind, besides being intimately connected with 
a very interesting case which I should like to tell you 
about." 

I edged my stool closer than ever to my father, 
and he began '.-^ 

" When I was a boy at school my life was saved 
by a lad a year older than myself, and far out of 
reach of my acquaintance in school. A party of 
us were out bathing, and I had silliiy struck out 
beyond our appointed bounds — to peep round a 
rock or some such nonsense — when an unexpected 
current carried me away. I battled against it as 
long as I could alone, for I was ashamed to call 
for help ; but presently ci-amp seized me, and then, 
us you may suppose, I shouted pretty lustily. No 
cme had noticed my disappearance, and they had 
some difficulty at first in finding out where the cry 
came from ; but at last the lad I speak of saw me, 
and swam at once to my rescue. Before he 
could reach me I was almost exhausted, and yet 
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there is no image more vividly pictured on ray 
bmin even now than that of his face as I saw it in 
that supreme moment when the sound of his breath 
was in my ears and I felt his strong arm stretched 
out to save me. Of what followed I know nothing, 
but I was told afterwards that it was fortunate for 
us both that he was unusually powerful ; that 
otherwise our chances of life would "have been 
small. 

"It will not surprise ^<w, I dare say. Honor," 
continued my father, " to hear that after this adven- 
ture I was taken with a fit of hero-worship for mv 
preserver. Such attacks — engpiununts the French 
call them — are not so common among schoolboys 
as young ladies. Still even schoolboys are not all 
formed internally to one model, however rigidly they 
may conform to a style in externals, and my hero- 
worship was, I assure you, as ardent as any girl's 
could be. In my eyes its object was the personifi- 
cation of everything great and noble, both in mind 
and body, and there was foundation enough for the 
faith in fact to prevent the charm ever being broken 
by any rude shock of disappointment Everybody, 
as well as myself, thought him a fine fellow, and 
respected him. With how good reason you may 
suppose, when I tell you they do so still." 

My father paused, and I half jumped from mv 
seat in surprise. Then he was alive ; wouldn t 

?apa tell me who it was : did I know him ? &c. 
begged very hard, but in vain, and my father 
continued his account. 

" You have heard enough of schools. Honor, to 
know that whatever feelings of this, I suppose, 
romantic character I entertained, I had to keep to 
myself. Anything like friendly intercourse with 
him was out of the question. His only reception 
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of my stammered thanks the iday after the accident 
was, ' Don't be such a little fool again,' accompanied 
by a grim smile as he turned on his heel. All this 
was en rigie, and I knew it, but not the less did I 
think and sometimes dream of the powerful face 
with the anxious, earnest eyes, as I had seen them 
in my extremity above that terrible water. . . . 
Nay, one day I was punished by a heavy box on the 
ear from a friend of my hero, for the presumption 
of having attempted certain sketches of his face on 
the backs of some exercises. And if unintentional 
caricaturing deserved punishment, I was rightly 
served. 

** By-and-by invitations came to him from my 
father and mother, which one day he accepted; 
but though, while a visitor among us, the cour- 
tesies due from a visitor to his host's family went 
on in the usual way, our relations on our return to 
school resumed their old footing. He was unusually 
forward, I backward, beyond what I ought to have 
been. The gulf was very wide between us, as my 
father told me when he parted from me, adding with 
his last kiss the warning assurance, * If you want 
that boy's friendship, you will have to deserve it.' 
And to cut a long story short, this was what I tried 
for ; and I was so far successful that a day came when 
my hero and I were associates, and I may sxy /rien(/s, 

"By that time, though — mournful to relate — 
the engpuement had so far subsided into rational 
appreciation that I would no longer have sworn 
black was white because he said it. So you see I 
was turning fast into an old fogie. And now that 
we came into closer contact there was one thing in 
my hero that puzzled me. Occasionally his thoughts 
seemed to drift away out of the range of anything or 
anybody present, and a painful, anxious look came 
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into his eyes, which always reminded me of his 
face as I saw it on the water. Before I knew him 
I had noticed this mood, and attributed it to his 
brain being fixed on some profound and weighty 
subject of thought. Now it struck me differently. 
Now I fancied there was some trouble at work 
within ; but there was a reasonable clue to this, 
perhaps, in the fact that his mother was a widow 
left with a large young family to guide and see 
provided for. 

** The fit of abstraction always passed over 
quickly, and as unexpectedly as it had come on ; 
and if one asked in what dreamland he had been 
wandering for the last few minutes, a smile or a 
joke turned aside the inquiry. It is a trifle to 
mention, but it acted as an effectual, though 
slight, bar to complete intimacy ; and when I 
joined him at college a year after he had left me 
at school, the same odd little bit of reserve re- 
mained. The old joke, * A penny for your 
thoughts,' brought a frown instead of a smile to 
his face on those occasions. At the University 
I found my hero utterly unchanged, except as 
regarded advance of mind. The delicate high- 
mindedness and scrupulous truthfulness (not 
over-common qualities in boy or man) which had 
been the subject of my profound admiration at 
school, were equally strongly marked now. They 
commanded the same respect from old and young. 

"And now comes the kernel of my story. 
Honor," observed my father, who evidently 
began to think I must be tired of hearing of his 
model of perfection. *• All I have said hitherto 
was to interest you in the individual. You could 
not otherwise have cared for what is coming. 

** It was the year that ' In Memoriam ' came out, 
and the volume was in the hands of most thinking 
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]roung men, but, oddly enough, / came across it 
sooner than my friend did, for it was sent to me 
during the time I was at school without him, and I 
had been completely carried away in wonder and 
admiration. Of course in reading anything so 
noble and great my first thought was of him who 
could appreciate it so thoroughly. Of course too, 
as I read, I fancied a strong resemblance between 
my hero and the subject of Tennyson's lament. 
Consequently, * In Memoriam' was one of our first 
themes of conversation after we met again, and we 
agreed to go through it together. 

** Some days in one*s life seem to begin and end 
in gloom. I do not mean grief y but a sort of mental 
gloom, matching the cloudy day of the physical 
world on which nothing looks bright. On such 
days jestings, however innocent, feel out of place, 
and every train of thought, wherever begun, ends 
in seriousness. On such a day my friend and I sal 
down, late in the evening, to the study of * In Me- 
moriam,* he reading aloud by my request ; my 
wish being to watch its effect upon his mind. 

"And certainly the plan succeeded. At the 
very first line of the introductory poem, he stopped 
and hesitated. 

* Strong Son of God, immortal Love * 

" Here he turned to me with an inquiring look. 

** *It is perfectly orthodox,* I cried, and quoted 
the translation of an ancient hymn in which the 
same expression occurs. He nodded assent, smiling, 
and went on, never hesitating again, though he 
stopped manv times to utter admiration or better 
to understand the sense, which often required care 
ful re-reading. 

** One's brain was warm in those days," continued 
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my father, ** and by the time we had ended and 
discussed the introductory poem, an hour had 
elapsed, and we were both worked up to a high 
state of mental excitement. 

** Then w6 went on ; he reading as before : — 

' I hold it truth with him who sings 
To one clear ha^ in divers tones. 
That men may rise on stepping-stones 

Of their dead selves to higher tntngs.' 

** When, what was my surprise to see my friend 
fling the book down, lay his arm on the table, and 
bury his face upon it ! I called him by name and 
asked what was the matter. 

** * Do you believe it ' ? said he. 

" * It ? what ?* cried I, for I was too much be- 
wildered about him to be thinking of the book. 

" ' That men may rise through sinning, or some- 
thing like it,* he answered, gruffly. * A man may 
repent, of course, and that for a lifetime, and he 
may rise in spite of it ; but it is always a dead 
weight drawing him back. * 

" * I differ with you,* said I ; * conceit — that is, 
self-esteem — is perhaps the widest-spread of all 
the vices, and, like drunkenness, opens the door to 
a thousand others. Now suppose the conscious- 
ness of some weak point in one*s character, or 
even of some weak yielding to it wrongly, burnt 
humility into one's heart, would not that be a 
rise ? Besides, the having stumbled mavmake one 
keep one's foot more diligently. God s mercy is 
far beyond man's conception of it. I believe the 
words fully.' 

'* * I wish I could,' said he, in a weary voice. 

** And then a sudden thought struck me that 
my dear friend was troubled personally — ^that, 
blameless, exalted even, for a lad, as hif life 
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had been for years, some old recollection was 
rankling in his mind. I became composed myself 
at once. 

" * We read the Scriptures quite differently,* I 
observed, quietly. * When it tells us scarlet sins 
shall be white as snow, I don't expect a pink stain 
to remain. You do. I believe the truth of the 
assurance, though it is spoken metaphor-wise. 
You do not. I even choose to apply another text 
to the same subject. ** Though ye nave lien among 
the pots, yet ye shall be as the wings of a dove 
that is covered with silver wings and her feathers 
like gold."' 

" * It won't do,' he murmured, moving his head 
uneasily, but not looking up. 

" *lt will not do for you to call yourself my 
friend on these terms,* cried^I, warmly. * If you 
had committed murder, I could understand it ; but 
here for some trumpery nonsense or other you 
are shutting me out from confidence and yourself 
from comfort. ' 

** * You don't know that it is nonsense,' said he. 

** * It is time I knew the truth,' I answered. 

** * You would despise me as much as I despise 
myself, ' he objected. 

" * If you despise yourself,' cried I, vehemently, 
and striking the table a heavy blow as I spoke, 
* you are guilty of a heinous sin.* 

" * What in the world do you mean ? ' he asked ; 
but at last he was looking up. 

** ' I mean that it is a downright sin not to be 
thankfril to God for having been able to lead the 
life you have done for years past ; restraining your- 
self, and setting an example the value of which 
will never be known to you till the day of judg- 
ment.' .... 
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** I broke down here, for I thought of the help 
it had been to myself. 

" * My dear friend ! ' exclaimed he — and then he 
broke down too. I had prevailed. 

"And now. Honor," resumed my father, "if 
you were to guess for a hundred years, you could 
never guess what this trouble of my hero's was. 
It was no laughing matter, and yet I know you 
will smile when I tell you that he had when a 
child deceived his family by pretending to see 
ghosts, and had never undtctived them up to that 
moment." 

** Oh, but why? " was my neural exclamation. 

** Chiefly, because not having done it at the first 
right moment," answered my father, ** he delayed 
till he couldn't endure to revert to the subject. 
Sometimes, as he told me, the whole affair seemed 
such a trifle as not to be worth speaking about, 
especially after every one else appeared to have 
forgotten it. At other times it felt to him too 
dreadful to be spoken of at all ! In short, al- 
though life went on as usual — and with all young 
people the enjoyment of life is so strong that it 
overrules reflection — ^my poor hero was, as it were, 
haunted by his own imaginary ghost." 

**But, papa, how cou/dhe do such a thing?" I 
asked. 

** It arose thus," began my father : "he was a 
nervous, imaginative child, and very restless at 
night ; a very troublesome quality in a nursery, 
and one which was often getting him into scrapes. 
One night, not very long after his poor father's 
death, he awoke in a confused, half-conscious con- 
diiion as usual, and, as usual, b^an to cry. As 
usual, too, came the nurses* remonstrance and 
orders to be quiet and go to sleep; but these 
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women were themselves the cause that they could 
not be obeyed. They had left the door which 
divided the nurseries a little bit open after they 
put him to bed, and through it he had seen their 
two heads— one young, one old — 'nodding to- 
gether ' (vizier-like) over their candle on the work- 
table, as they sat mending socks, and chattering. 
Not planning weddings, however, but unluckily 
telling half- fledged ghost stories of 'warnings,' 
'appearances,* *knockings,' and so forth ; all in 
connection, of course, with ' poor master's death.* 
That the child heard what they said very imper- 
fectly did not mend matters. He fell asleep with 
the sounds of smothered exclamations in his ears : 
* Awful, ain*t it ? ' * You don't say so 1 * ' Makes 
me all of a shake,* &c., his last sight being the 
glimmer of the candlelight on the younger gifl's 
wide-opened eyes, as she stared, respectfully asto- 
nish "id at the nonsense her old goose of a companion 
was talking. 

"No wonder that from a sleep so begun, sad- 
dened, too, by the mention of his poor father, my 
poor friend awoke disturbed and apprehensive, 
and, staring into the half-darkness of early dawn, 
was ready to fancy anything that might suggest 
itself. Accordingly, when ordered to be quiet and 
go to sleep, he shrieked out, between his sobs, that 
he coiddrH tf for he saw something, 

"Then followed the fact — which, child as he 
was, he detected in an instant — that these words 
changed the whole tone of nurse's behaviour. No 
more scolding now, but petting and coaxing. It 
was, * Oh, Master Tommy dear ' (we will call him 
Tommy for the present), 'don't say so^ please. 
There can't be anything, you know ; don't fancy 
such things, there's a good boy,' &c. Nevertheless 
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she hustled out of bed and struck a light, which 
she carried triumphantly into every corner of the 
room to prove to him (and perhaps herself, too) 
that there really was nothing there. 

** But the *good boy ' could not be pacified so 
easily. The night-terrors of children, being the 
result of physical sensations, cannot often be 
reasoned away. He still y^// disturbed, and cried 
accordingly, calling out now from time to time 
that he saw something. They had furnished this 
text themselves. Both nurses were up now, and 
at last one of them asked * PVhat he saw ? ' and 
then came the unhappy answer (also suggested by 
their chatter) that he saw papa. 

" The noise had by this time awakened one of 
the other children, and a little half-roused girl 
was told confidentially by the younger nurse that 
* Master Tommy had seen his poor dear papa, and 
it would break missus's heart. * * Poor dear papa ! * 
was all the child answered at the time, for she 
dropped to skep £^ain at once ; but the next 
morning Tommy found himself installed in all 
the privileges and prestige of a ghost-seer, .though 
tlie fact was only spoken of in whispers in the nur- 
sery, for little Missy was wari^ she would make 
her mamma quite ill if she said one word to her 
about it. 

** This was the beginning of the evil. Honor," 
continued my father. "Do not expect me to 
account for its continuance, only observe how easy 
it is to get entangled in wrong-doing. He might 
have forgotten the night adventure, perhaps, but 
that the honour of having seen a ghost being thrust 
upon him by nurse, and he not disclaiming it at 
once — he in point of fact accepted it. After which 
retreat was difficult. He invented no particulars, 
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and never talked about it, it is true, but he never 
denied it. When his little sister (who had her 
misgivings) inquired if he had really seen any- 
thing, and what — his one answer was that * he had 
seen papa.' It was the only account he ever gave. 

"Thus weeks passed over, and as the child did 
not fall ill and die, as the nurses expected, the affair 
of the ghost-seeing was almost forgotten, and nursery 
discipline going on as before, when suddenly the 
scene was repeated. Again a restless sleep, again 
an agitated waking, and again Master Tommy saic 
something. Only on this occasion the disturbance 
happened before the family were in bed, and the 
child having got up and rushed into the front nur- 
sery screaming after his papa, the noise brought his 
mother to the door. 

"This was the moment," continued my father, 
"for which my friend could never forgive himself. 
He allowed his mother to be deceived ! 

"The mere sight of her face, he assured me, woke 
him, young as he was, to a sense that he was acting 
deceitfully, which he had never fully realized before. 
He could never have said the thing to her, he added. 
Nevertheless, when nurse came forward and gave 
her version of all * thft poor dear child' had seen and 
said, he stood by helplessly sobbing till his mother 
folded him in her arms and consoled him: and so 
the evil went on. . . . 

'* There ! that is the worst ! " cried my father, 
interrupting himself here, and returning the rather 
vehement hand-squeeze with which I expressed my 
indignation at his hero's behaviour. "Now you 
know how he became a make-believe ghost-seer, 
Honor. Condemn the offence as much as you 
please, but let us have no inhuman human judg- 
ments upon the offender. Only the One to whom 
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all hearts are open can judge of individual guilt, 
because He only can measure the amount of con- 
scious responsibility. Who can guess at it even, 
in the case of a child ? " I relaxed my hold of my 
father*s hand here, and stooped to kiss it in silent 
apology for the unspoken judgment my heart had 
pronounced. '* Looking back upon the past with 
the self-reproach of a later intelligence," continued 
my father, " my friend took a terrible estimate of 
his early transgression ! one that would have satis- 
fied evenjjv«, Honor. Let that suffice. Our inte- 
rest in the matter is to know what followed — what 
effect was left upon his mind. Hundreds of well- 
meaning people in the world, I know, would tell 
you that there could be but one answer to such a 
question ; that he nitist have turned out ill. What 
happened really ? A few more yearsj better health 
— continued Christian training — fitting companion- 
ship — turned a puny baby into a strong boy, sound 
in body as in mind : what came then of the one dark 
corner in his heart ? Because he had been deceitful 
once, and had not even yet the courage to own it, 
was he therefore to go on being deceitful more and 
more ? Was the evil to spread like a leprosy over 
his whole nature ? Quite otl^prwise ; quite the re- 
verse even ! If his mother had been asked which, 
of all her children, was, during the years of his in- 
telligent boyhood, the viost conscientious, the most 
ready to confess a fault, the one whose word could 
be most implicitly relied upon, she would have named 
him we have called 'Tommy',* the little rascally 
ghost-seer of the nursery. *And I hated myself 
for being such a hypocrite,' exclaimed my poor 
friend, aftei telling me that such was his mother's 
conviction. Can you guess my answer. Honor? 
You ought almost to be able," said my father 
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*' I told him that what he called hypocrisy was re- 
pentance — the truest of all repentance — not a mere 
expressipn of regret, but an entire change of mind 
— such an actual dislike of the old infirmity that the 
faintest approach to it had become detestable. How 
a man of his reasoning powers had missed recog- 
nizing the common-place truths he now heard from 
me as hitherto undiscovered consolation, I cannot 
imagine. Perhaps justice was better satisfied — 
perhaps his character was ripened more efiectually 
— by die pain he went through : pain and annoyance 
too. Imagine him, for instance, with his keenly 
awakened sensitiveness, exposed to being reminded, 
sometimes jestingly, sometimes seriously, by his 
brothers and sisters, of the abhorred hoax, as if it 
had been truth ! The very mention of the word 
'ghosts,' he assured me, filled him with horror in 
thoFe days, living in dread as he did of some per- 
sonal allusion. * By-the-bye, Tommy, you^re the 
one to tell us all about ghosts. I wonder why 
yours has left off coming,' &c. His only resource, 
and it was a miserable one, was to turn angry, and 
bid them not talk nonsense. In this way he did 
succeed at last in checking these allusions, but it 
was pain and grief to him, a burden upon his spirit, 
young and happy as he was otherwise. Yet, by 
God's grace, Ke rose instead of sinking under it, 
though he suffered what I should be sorry to hear 
iof any one dear to me suffering again. St. Augus- 
tine's ladder is a hard one to climb by. Honor. 
Thrice happy those to whom the steps are not so 
steep as they were to my dear friend ! The great 
fact remains, however, that up them he reached a 
scrupulousness of conscience he might not have 
aimed at but for the hateful sense of the infirmity 
by which he h \d once fallen. 

H. T 
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"The oddest thing of all," pursued my father, 
<*was, that up to almost the last moment of givmg 
me this account my hero was perfectly unconscious 
of this part of the lesson it taught. I literally had 
to * point the moral and adorn the tale' myself 
by asserting its glorious confirmation of those words 
of Tennyson, which he had begun by disputing ! 
Nor can I ever forget the triumphant delight with 
which I first saw his old view of himself waver and 
fall. 

*' * But how am I to shake off the black dog who 
w/7/ jump on my back when I think of it ?* he ob- 
jected. 

** * Turn him a beautiful sky-blue,' cried I (allud- 
ing to a story of a witty child who said he had done 
so when he recovered his temper), * by telling your 
mother,* His countenance fell for one brief moment. 

* What will she think of me ? That's dreadful. ' 

* What do / think of you,* cried I, *who am only 
your friend ? ' The argument was unanswerable, 
and when that was settled, and I had boldly told 
him he stood before me a living example of what 
Tennyson had proclaimed to all the world as a 
truth he believed in, my hero was convinced : a 
fact I discovered most conclusively by his turning 
the tables on me and pretending to be amused at 
my eagerness. And then there broke over his face 
that happy smile, the like of which I never saw on 
human face but his " 

"You forget Uncle Frederick's, papa," said I 
here, interrupting him. 

" No," replied my father, " I do not. It is your 
Uncle Frederick I aiji thinking of at this moment. 
My dear friend and your dear uncle are one smd the 
same person." "^ 

I almost shrieked with amazement. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNOPENED PARCELS. 275 

"And it was Uncle Frederick who saved you 
from drowning, and married your sister ? " I asked. 

My father assented by a nod. 

* * And was that the way he became a great man ?" 
I asked next. 

** By marrying my sister?" inquired my father, 
smiling. 

" No, papa : by fighting so hard to be honest and 
true, I meant." 

"I shall say * Yes' to that, Honor," was my 
father's reply, ** let the world say what it will ; for 
he could not have been a great man otherwise. 
Clever men without honesty are charlatans, and 
are sure to break down in some way or other at 
last. It is a glorious thing — far past all other 
glories in this world — to be trustworthy in every 
word and action of your life, child I " 

We were silent for a few moments ; then, 

** It's quite a romance," was my conclusion. 

**And something more," put in my father. 
"Every true story of humanity has a moral 
wrapped up in it, whether people care to extract it 
or not. If the good people are made happy at last, 
we are encouraged to follow their example. If 
they suffer wrongfully with patience, they add so 
many more to the hosts of witnesses who, * for the 
joy set before them,' have 'despised' earthly shame 
and sorrow. Now, Honor, open this parcel of 
mine and tell me what is to be seen inside it. 
What do vou think my story of Uncle Frederick 
teaches ? '^ 

I thought about it in a few minutes, and then 
blundered out my ideas. 

"Well, of course, to begin with, it teaches what 
Mr. Tennyson says, you know, papa — * That men ^^ 
and all that ; because Uncle Frederick turned his 
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— if you please let me call it fault— he was so very 
"ittle ! — into a ladder of St. Augustine." 
. Papa made no reply, perhaps guessing from my 
voice that I had something else to say. But I could 
not say it where I was. I got up and, big as I was, 
slipped on his knee, put my arms round his neck, 
and whispered in his ear — 

*' And then I ought to try to do the same : and I 
intend, papa — I do indeed. When I am going to 
be very cross I shall try and remember how hot tem- 
pered I have been, and that if I watch against it very 
hard, perhaps I may be actually good-tempered 
some day, and then I shall have got up by my 
ladder." ^ V :> Jr 

** By the grace of God you will," answered my 
father, as he returned mv embrace. "And now 
we have got both moral and application to our 
story." 

* • * • * 

** Just one thing more, papa," I whbpered, a few 
minutes afterwai3s. "What did his mother say 
when he told her?" 

"Oh, haven't I mentioned that?" cried my 
father. "She said, *I have suspected as much 
for years. Now I know it. Kiss me, my dar- 
ling.' " 

"Then she was not angry a bit, papa?" 

" How could she be, with such a son. Honor? 
That he was what he was, was enough for her — is 
always enough for a parent. Out of which fact 
comes the 'larger hope,* that such love is but the 
adumbration of the love and mercy of the Father in 
heaven." 
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